Sigry One 
EDITATIONS; 


AND 
REFLECTIONS 


UPON 


The moſt RemarkablePaſlages 


and Circurhſtances of the late x 
DREADF ar 


FIR 


# 


BY 
SAMUEL ROELLE, 


Miniſter of the Word, and ſometime Fellow} - 
of Trinity-C wledge i in T4 ambridge. 


LONDON,, 
Printed for Thomas Parkhurſt, Nathaniel Ranew, and 
Jonathan Robin: 3. 1667. 


Cen i Us una 2s 2 moon pry at” OW 


6 FE OR TT m4 


* 6/15 Aer Pr \ IU AL wr go ouge a 


 Tothe Right Worthipful 
| Sir JOHN LANGHAM, 
BY  Knightand Baronet. 


| air THOMAS PLAYER, | 
| Knight, 

x And Chamberlain of che City of London. 
AND TO 


RICHARD HAMPDEN 


of Hampden in the County of 
| Bucks, Eſquire, 


| AND 
To all his dear Friends, (and ſome- 
crime Paſtoral- charge,) the tnhabitants 


of Thiſtleworth in the County 
of Middleſex, 


| S. R. 1 
, Dedicateththispart of his Meditations, = 

| and wifheth the Bleſſings of the | 
| | |  Lifethat now #6, and of that 
which is to come, 


D-. KAY 4 mp s is, F 


J. 2 v ad i » War patted 2:66 We x, OTIS BY. Tet, 0s Gt 
. FAY For Se to ad io REES eG ERIE rind ; 
br $2; Eno FI 9; VE X 
” 4 . PETTY YT PEI" ROE LC Rte © Lend Y 

; 5 © y , ada 4 lat i. Lo T 3 On , , 
o T w ” 7*Þ - Lt CITES +1 wed " 
Q a Þ 433 ” 4 

(6 _ 


| ESATA 
 _ MEDITATIONS | 


 Hyon all the Remarkeable Paſſages and Circum- . 
| \ \ ſtances of the late dreadfull Fire. 
+ i, wk 


MEDITATION 1. 


Of the Weight of Gods Hand in the late deſtruction of | 
London by Fire. _— 


[3 Emarkable are thoſe expreſſions of Feb, cap. 6. ; 
ver. 2. & 3. O that my grief were thoroughly 
weighed ' and my calamity laid in the Ballances to-, 
gether; for now it would be heavier than the ſand of | 
the Sea : therefore my words are ſwallowed up, and 7 
ver. 4. For the Arrows of the Almighty are within me, 3 
and the poiſon thereof drinketh up my ſpirit :the T errors | 
of Gud do ſet themſelves in array againſt me. How 
fitly may the people of Eng/:nd, but eſpecially the 
| late Inhabitants of Londen, take up the ſame ex- 
| preſfions 2 How juſtly may they wiſh that their Ca- | 
lamities were weighed by others, as well as felt by : 
themſelves? But as it is is impoſſible to find Bal- : 
lances able to contain the ſands of the Sea, ſo is 4 
it next to impolible to find any,'in which the Ca- | 
lamity of Londou may be weighed, or any thing 
able to weigh againſt them ( ſuch 1s the heavi- | 
neſs thereof } belides the ſands of the Sea : Yea, q 
if Jo's particular grief and miſery were heavier . 
| than thoſe ſands, may not the like be ſaid of what <4 
| hath now befallen thouſands, all whoſe lofles and ; 
croſſes put together / though not any of them 4 
{ingly ) are certainly heavier than his either was, | 
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2 Meditations upon all the Remarkable 


or could be. Ithink it is fo far from being a ſin 
to put the judgements of. God , as it were, into 
a ſcale, that we may learn how heavy they are ( ſo 
far as we can attain ) that I queſtion not-but it is 
a duety, and am ſure it was the pratice of that 
ſenſible Prophet holy Feremiah, Lam. 4. 6. The 
puniſhment of the Iniquity of, the Daughter of my 
People , is greater than the puniſhment of the ſin of 
Sodome, &c. There we ſee he layes the pnniſh- 
ment of S:dome in one ſcale, and that of Jeru/alen 
in another , and weighing them againſt- each 0- 
ther, concludes the latter to have been the heavi- 
er ofthe two : Yea, indeed the whole Book of La- 
mentations is , as it were, a pair of Ballances huns 
ups into which the Prophet is caſting in the ſe- 
verall miſeries of /rraſalem parcell by parcell (as 
he could take them up) till he had thrown inall; 
that he and others might underſtand to what 
weight the whole ſum did amount. Though there 
are ſome that are ready to faint under the cha- 
ſtiſements of the Lord, yet more are apt to deſpiſe 
them, eſpecially after ſome time, and when the 
farprize 1s over, and in caſe they themſelves are 
not ſo immediately , or ſo deeply concerned in 
them as others are. Then are they ready to ſay 
to others in reference to their loſſes, as the chief 
Prieſts and Elders did to [das , in reference to 
the trouble of his mind, at. 27. 4. What is that 
to us ? look thou to that : Or to ſhew themſelves Gal- 
lio like of whom we read, that when the Greeks 
took Soſthenes the chief Ruler of the Synagogue 
arid beat him before the Judgement-ſeat, Gallis 
cared for none of thoſe things. Though he ſaw a 
Perſon of Quality and of Integrity unjuſtly bea- 
cen ina publike way, he regarded it not, Let the 

| Gallly's 
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- Gallis's of -this Age read what I am now to write 
as touching the miſeries of poor London, and be 
perfetly unconcerned if they can , or exempt 
rhemſelves, if it be poſſible, from having any 
ſhare inthar Calamity which they ſeem to (light, 
as if it were nothing to them'or as if the late fire 
had not ſo much as {inged one hair of their heads, 
Neither would, at the long run. 1 dare warrant 
them,that gray hairs of miſery are upon them alſo 
{ and upon that account,) though they knowgt nor. 
When I enter upon the Meditation OF Lon- 
dens deſtruction , I had need to fortifie my felf 
with thoſe words of Solomon, © iz. that It is better to 
£0 to the Houſe of mourning , than 10 the Houſe of 
feaſting, Eccleſ. 7. 2. For ſuch a diſcourſe can be 
no other, than as it were a Houſe of mourning, 
yea, As the mourning of Hadadrimmon the Val- 
ley of Megiddon, Zach. 12.11. And now me- 
thinks the Book of /eremy called Lomentations doth 
ſo wonderfully ſuit the preſent caſe of London, as 
if it had been calculated for the Meridian of that 
City, rather than of Jeruſalem, or as if God had 
ſtretched out upon London the ſame line of confult- 
ON, as he did upon [cruſalem, or as if thoſe di- 
vine thunder bolts, which were ſhot againſt borh 
thoſe famous Cities, had been made in one and 
the ſame mold, or as God ſpeaks, Amos 4. II. 
1 have overthrown ſome of you, as God overthrew $0- 
_ dome and Gomorrah. So, as God overthrew /er#- 
ſalems in like manner, and with many the ſame ctr- 
; cumftances hath he deftroyed London. Our {ins 
were much what the ſame with theirs { as I have 
ſhewed, when Iennumerated the procuring cau= 
ſes of fire) and it is but juſt, that our plagues 


and puniſhments ſhould be the ſame likewiſe : 
| A 2 _ Now 
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4 Meditations upon all the Remarkable 1 


Now where fthall I begin my diſcourſe of Lox-- 
dons calamity?Or how can I do it without premiling 
thoſe words of the Prophet, Jerem. 9. 1 1.0h that 
my head were waters, and mine eyes a yfountain of tears, 
&c. If my eyes be not a fountain my heart muſt 
needs be a Rock,and Lord ſmite thou thatRock,that 
waters may Suſh out,whil{t I mention thoſe things 
that ſhould be bewailed, even with tears of blood. 

That which firft preſents its ſelf is the conlide- 
ration of what Zondon was, nor can it be better 
expreſſed than in thoſe words, Lam. 1. 1 The City 
that was Great amongſt the Nations, and Princeſſe 
amonoſt the Provinces. SureT am London was the 
Slory of England, yea the glory of Great Bri- 
tain, yea the glory of theſe three Nations, if not in 
ſome ſenſe the slory of the wholeWorld. But as 
the Prophet ſpeaks of Jeruſalem, vere 9. She came 
down wonderfully, the fame may be ſaid of London. 
But alas! What is London now , but another So- 
dome lyins/in aſhes? What is it but a heap of duſt 
and rubbiſh? The greateſt part of it ſeems to be 
conver ed into ſo many Church-yards,as conſiſting 
of nothing, but the Reliques of Churches, with 
watte ground round about them , full of open 
Vaults or Cellers, like ſo many uncovered Graves, 
and fravments of houſes like ſo many dead mens 
bones ſcattered on every fide of them : I had al- 
moiſt called it another Smithfield ( alluding to 
the uſe that place was put to in the Martian dayes) 
for that every houſe was a kind of Martyr ſacrihced 
to the flames: and that ( as is vehemently ſuſpec&t- 
ed) by men of the ſame Religion, with thoſe | 
that burnt the Martyrs in Queen aries dayes: 
Witneſs that Frenchman that was convicted and 


ving 


more ) and the choice of his Confeſſor , that he 


was one himſelf. We can now no longer ſay of 
London Here it ſtands, but Hic jacet ( as we ſay of 


one that is dead and buried ) Here it lies ; not 
tht here it is, but that here it was. 

May we not go on with thoſe words of leremy 
Lam. 1.1, Howdoth the City fit ſolitary, that was 
fall of people ? How is ſhe become as a Widow 2 Where 
are thoſe multitudes that. inhabited Zondoan a few 
moneths {ince? How are they diſperſed and ſca- 
tered into corners,fome crowded into theSuburbs, 
others gone into the Country, diſabled in all like- 
lyhood, from ever returning acain, to ſettle as 
before ; Who complains not that they ſcarce 
know where to find any boly , even thoſe that 
they had wont to converſe and trade with . for 
that their former places know them no more, 
yea they hardly know the places avain, where 


they dwelt formerly, or can find where thoſe hou- 


ſes ſtood, which they inhabited many years to- 
gether. To ſeea populous C'ty ſo wofully depo- 
pulated ina few dayes time, and the late Inhabi- 
rants driven away as ſtubble before the wind ; 
Whoſe heart would it not cauſe to bleed? How 
oft have I heardmen fay lince the Fire we have 
occalion to uſe ſuca and ſuch tradeſmen, that uſe 
to work to us but know not were to find then, 
we ſhould ſpeak with ſuch and ſuch Friends, buc 
know not what is become of them,or whether they 


:a-egone. How many thouſand houſes ( that were 


lately ſach ) donot now contain one Inhabitant, 
nor are fit todo it. This alſo ſhould be fora la- 
mentation, Did the Egyptians mourn , when 
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 ving begun the Fire in London, whoſe confeſſion 
' tels us that he was inftigated by Papiſts { one or 
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6 Meditations upon all the Remarkable 


but one was miſſins in every houſe , and ſhall not 
we when multitudes of whole houſholds and houſes 
are ſwept away all at once? | 
Why ſhould I doubt to ſay, that a great part of 
the ftrength and defence of all England, yea, of 
all che three Kingdomes, is loſt and taken away, 
in and by the deſtruction of London? Was not 
that great City able to have raiſed a mighty 
force in a ſhort time, wherewith to have op- 
poſed an invadins Forreigner ? Was 1t not a 
Mine of Treaſure, able to ſupply vaſt ſummes of 
monie for the uſe of Kings and Kingdome, at a 
ſhort warning : and found as willing as able to do 
it? Ifa vaſt and ſtately Ship, as moſt that ſwim in 
the Ocean had been loft, how ſoon could, anddid 
that famous City build ſuch another? Surely, London 
was the ſinews and the very right hand of all great 
and publick undertakings; and that they knew full 
well,that faid in their hearts, Raſe it, Raſe it to the 
very ground. Are we not now like Sa-pſoz when 
his hair was cut, and ſhould we go out to ſhake 
our ſelves as he did, Fadg. 16. 20. ſhould we not 
preſently find it? Yea, are we not become like 
the men of Sechem, when they were ſore, preſent- 
ly after their beins circumeiſed, whom Simeon 
and Leviflew, Gen. 74.25. Who can be a friend 
to England, or have any true Engliſh blood run- 
Bas in his veins, and not lament, to ſee ſo much 
of tne {trensth of the Nation taken away at once ? 
As Feremy ſpeaking of what God had done to Jers- 
ſalemy, (as in his own perſon) ſaith, He hath made 
-7y ſtrength to fall, Lament. 1. 14. and then 
adds, He hath delivered me into their hands, from 
whim I am not «ble to riſe ap : That 1s not our caſe 
#S yet, but how ſoon may it be, our preſent weak- 
neſle 
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nefſe and obnoxiouſneſ(s conſidered ? 

Is it not worth taking notice of, that the beauty 
and ſplendor of Exgland is defaced and loſt by the 
deſtruQion of London? How deformed is a body 
without a head ? and was not London the head of 
England, in that ſence that Damaſcas is ſaid to 
have been the head of Syria, and the head of E- 
phraim to. have been Samaria, I/a. 7. 8. That is 
the head City, for we acknowledge a head Superi- 
our to that, yea, Supreme under God,viz. our So- 
vereign, as it is, ver. 9. the head of Ephraim is 
Remaliahs Son. As the face is to the body, ſo was 
London to England, viz. the beautifulleſt part of it, 
and:look how men reckon it a great prejudice to 
thetr bodies when their faces are marred by any 
creat deformity, ſo isit to the whole Land (which 
is to be conſidered as one body, and all the parts 
of it as members of each other) when ſcarce any 
thing of that is left which was the very face of it. 
They that ſaw only the other parts of England faw 
( as I may allude with reverence ) but it's back 
parts. Wasnot London as it were the Throne of 
the Kings of England ſucceſlively, and other pla- 
ces-in compariſon of it, but as it were their Foot- 
ſtool 2 (you know to what I allude.) Now Lox- 
donis gone may we not write /cabod upon the Nati- 
on, for that the honour of it is departed? Now who 
can be a true Engliſhman and unconcerned for the 
honour of his Nation, and not trouble to ſee it 
lie in the duſt > How is the honour of a Nation in- 
lifted on > How many wars are commenced anfl 
continued in the world to vindicate the honour of 
particuJar Nations? How hard is it for Nations to 
recede from the very pundtillio's of their honour ? 
Naw if God hath diſgraced us and weakned-our 
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8 Meditations upon all the Remarkable 
reputation (as certainly he hath done) by taking 
away the great City, ſurely it ſhould be for a La- 


mentation? If our Father hath ſpit in our face, 
as ſes ſaid to Miriam, onght we not to be aſhamed 


ſeven dayes, yea, ſeven years we had need for ſuch 


a ſpitting of fire in our face, as hath befallen us? 
Jeremy puts it amonglt his Lamentations, Lam. 1.6. 
From the Daughter of Lion all her beauty is departed. 
We proceed. 

Whoſe heart would it not grieve, to think what 
precious fuel went to feed that pernicious fire? 
Goodly Houſes, noble Halls, belonging to ſeve- 
4 Companies, ancient and worthy Hoſpitals, af- 
fording relief to multitudes of poorand diſtreſſed 
people, magnificent Churches built (and ſome of 
them but lately repaired) at a very great charge, 
places of Judicature, and for the honourable re- 
ception of Masiſtrates, as Gxi!d-hall, and others, 
Common places ( as I may call them) of Trade 
and Tradeſmen, ſuch as Blackwell-hall, and the 
Rojal Exchange, (the onely ſanuary that I hear 
of, to it's own Founder,) uſeful and eminent 
Schools, as Pauls, and others, one famous rece- 
ptacle of D:v'nes, by the name of Zion Colledge, 
another for Civilians, one Cathedral, for larse- 
neſs and ftatelineſs of building, exceeding all that 
T have before mentioned. All theſe are well 
known to have been fuel to that fire ; yea, all theſe 
| were but a part of it's fuel. There were other 
chinss, which though they did not-as to billk e- 
qualize thoſe I have mentioned, yet in worth and 
value did far exceed them. In ſome places you 
might have ſeen rich wines, it may be Sack and 
Hippocras, burning for no bodies uſe, elſwhere 
coſtly Oils ſwimming about the ſtreets, and _ 
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wards converted into flames. Was not the fire fed 
in ſome places with rich houſholditufte, 'and dear 
furniture, in others with ſhop-£oods and wares of 
great value, as fine clothes, and ſuch like, which 
their owners wanted opportunity to ſend away ? 
How many precious druggs,and odoriferous ſpices 
went up in thoſe flames, as ſo much incenſe? How 
many whelſome Medicines, and powerfull Anti- 
dotes, and great Cordials, ſuch: as Mithridate, 
Treacle,Spirituous Liquors, Bezoardick Powders, 
ConfeQion of Alchermies , Chymical Oils, and 
Spirits, were in great quantities conſumed by that 
fire, as if they had been good for nothing, or as if 
nothing had been too good for it... And above all 
other loſſes, What Scholler,(that is ſo indeed,)can 
with - drie eyes mention the ineſtimable lofſe of 
books that was ſuſtaimed by that mercilefle fire, 
to the undoins of many Bookſellers, in one 
ſence, and of many more Schollers in another. 
How many learned and uſefull Authors in ſeveral 
Languages, Arts, and Sciences, Divines, both Po- 
lemical,and Practical, Fathers, Schoolmen, Phy=- 
ſicians, Phyloſophers, Lawyers, Hiſtorians, An- 
tiquaries , Mathematicians, and others, belides 
many precious manuſcripts (till then preterved, 
like ſo many leaves of the Sybils ) were then burnt 
to aſhes, as if our enemies the Papiſts, had been 

then diſarmins us of ſome of our beſt weapons, 
wherewith we ſhould defend our ſelves againſt 
them 2 Yea, the very Sword of the Spirit, which 

1s the word of God, the Bible it'sſelf, as to many 

hundred Copies of it, was then taken from us and 

burnt (as if it had been a piece of herelie, or had 

fallen into Popiſh hands, who brook it not in our 

genuine trainflations.) And this were more to bs 

Crone” - | lamented 
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to ÞAeaitations upon all the Remarkable 
lamented than all the reſt, if that ſacred book, that 
book of books, might not more eaſily be reprin- 
ted, than many others that are of greater volume, 
and of which there are but few Copies extant. 
But as for our Biblia Polyglotta, midwived into the 
world at a vaſt charge, and by the unſpeakable 
induſtry of many learned and famous men , to 
the great renown of themſelves and of this Na- 
tion, how many of them were conſumed , as 


if they had been ſo much waſte paper, and. 


who is able to repair the loſe? Theſe things, 
as I ſaid before, were the fuel that fed the 
flames of London, Qunis talia fando Tempe- 
ret a lachrymis ? Who can think of ſuch things 
as theſe, and not draw waters and poure 
ont before the Lord, as the Iſraelites did at 
Aizpah? To have made, or fed as many 
bonefires, as are uſuall upon great ſolemni- 
ties, with meer Musk and Ambersreaſe, (if fo 
much could have been had ) had not been fo 
great a charge and lofle, as were all thoſe ma- 
terials which went to foment the diſmall fire 
of London. Thoſe flames were higher fed (all 
things conlidered) than Cleopatra was, when, 
as it is ſtoried of her, ſhe drank diflolved 
Pearls. How angry was the Almighty with 
us, when he would rather fling all this rrea- 
ſure into the fire than ſuffer us to enjoy it? 
How unworthy did he proclaim us, when, in 
fat, he-ſaid, better the fire ſhould have it 

than we? : 
But where did all this lofle light? Was it 
upon LONDON only? Were few or none 
ſufferers but the Inhabitants of that City ? Yea, 
doubtleſs, it was a terrible blow to the whole 
, Nation 
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Nation or to the greateſt part of it. Who had any 
conliderable intereſt. in England;; and .none in 
London more or leffe ? As all Rivers; run into the 
Sea, and all the lines of a Circumference meet in 
one Center, ſo did theintereft of moſt conliderable. 
Ensliſhmen, in London. Who had not ſome ſhare. 
in that great ſhip, as I may call it, which is now 
blown up ? They that. had no immediate and per- 
ſonall intereſt in Zondon, Had they not Relati- 
ons Brothers or Siſters, yea it may be Sons or 

Daughters, or if not ſo, Kindred more remote, 
that were great ſufferers by this fire, and whoſe 
lofſes they ſhould lay to heart. Vero is faid to: 
have wiſhed that Kome had had but one. Neck, 
that he might cut it: of at a blow. In refe- 
rence to England, London was. next to that one 
Neck, and hath not this fire cut it off at one 
blow? His Majeſty hath told vs that his lofle 
in the City was greater than any other mans, 
and what good Subje& would not bewail that ? 
But ſurely Reader it is thy loſle , if thou, art a 
Engliſh Proteſtant, as truely, thongh not as much 
as his. The loſſe was Catholick. ( that is univer- 
fall ) in the conſequences, as well as Roman Ca- 
tholick in the Cauſes of it. But is this all that 
can be !ſaid of the lofſe of London ? Surely no, 
Read but the Book of Lamentations and you will 
find many more expreſſions applicable to the Caſe 
of London, beſides thoſe which I have,taken no- 
ticeof already , La. 1. 4. There faith the Pro- 
phet , The wayes of Sion mourn, becauſe none come 
to the Solemn feaſts, her gates are deſolate. All theſe 
their calamities are come upon us at once. Our 
Gates are laid waſte, our ſelemn Aſſemblies 
bath Religions and Civil in maſt places of _ 
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I2 Meditations upon all the Remarkable 
_ which was called London, are unavoidably at an 
end, and if our wayes do not mourn, that is, 
if they have not a ſad and a ghaſtly appearance 
ler all that paſſe by them Judge. . Surely Lox- 
don is now the ſaddeſt ſpeRacle that is this day in 
England. | 
Doth the circumſtance of time in which this 


fire befel us, add nothins to our aflition? Had 


we at the ſame time had many friends, and ene- 
mies but few or none, our miſery had been leſs : 
For then ſhould we have been much pitied, which 
had been ſome mitigation of our loſs : but did it 
not befal us ata time when we had few friends, 
but many forreign enemies round about us, - This 
Jeremy lamented in reference to Feruſalem, Lam. 
I.2. Amongſt all her lovers ſhe hath none to cenpfort 
her, all her friends have dealt treacherouſly with her, 
they.are become her enemies. 1s it no aggravation of 
our miſery (ſurely it cannot be otherwiſe) to think 
how wretchedly our many enemies will triumph 
and inſult, becauſe of ir, and cry, Ah,ah, ſo would 


they have it, Lam. 1,21. All mine enemies have 


heard of my troable, they are glad that thou haſt done 
it. And Lam. 2. 25. All that paſs by clap their hands, 


they hiſs, and wag their head, for the daughter of Fe- 


ruſalem, ſaying, Is this the City that men call the per- 
fettion of beauty, the joy of the whole earth, verſ.15. 
All thine enemies ſay, This is the day that we looked 
for, we have found, we have ſeen it, verl. 17. The 
Lord bath cauſed thine enemies to rejoyce over thee, he 
hath ſet up the horn of thine adverſaries. Allo in Lam. 
3. 14, 45. You may ſee how much ſtreſs the pro- 
phet Feremy did lay upon the inſultings of ene- 
mies, and how humbling a conlideration he took it 
for. When enemtes congratulate our —_ in 
| ſtead 


5 Stu ESE RAE B34" a 


od CA 


Paſ] ages of the late dreadful Fire; 13 ,- 


ead of condoling them, it adds much. Surely 
France,but for ſhame, had rung bells, and made 
bonfires when the tidings of our fire did arrive 
there. God would that a people ſhould lay it to 
heart, when he expoſeth them to contempt. 
Feruſalem hath grievouſly ſinned, therefore ſhe # re- 
2ved (fo is London) all that honoured her, deſpiſe her, 
becauſe they have ſten her nakedneſs. He loves not 
his countrey that cares not how it is ſlighted, or 
who inſults over it. 

What if it can be made out that there is no paral- 
lel at this day for Londor's calamity, ſhould not that 
be for a lamentation, that God ſhould fo puniſh 
us, as if he would make us an example to all the 
world, oras if we had been the worſt people in the 
world ? Jeremy tdi that circumſtance to heart in 
Teruſaicm's caſe, Lam. 2.13. What thing ſhall I 
liken to thee Oh danghter of Iernſaiem? What ſhall I 
equal to thee that thou maiſt be comforted ? So Daniel 
9.12.For under the whole heaven hath not ben done ſo 


great evil,as hath Leen done upon Teruſalem. If the like 


may be ſaid of Zondong(and indeed I have heard no 
man pretend the contrary at this day) its miſery 
muſt needs be great. If it be an unparallel'd 
ſtroke it muſt needs carry a great face of Divine 
wrath and diſpleaſure with it, and that doth add 
much,Lam.2.1.How hath theLord covered the daugh- 
ter of Zion with a cloud in his Anger ? and rememblred 
not Eus foitſfool in the dayof his Anger. Ver.3. He 
hath” cut off in hs fierce Anger all the horns of 
1ſrael, 

Many things in this jadgement ſeemed to carry 
with them a great face of Divine Anger,as namely, 
for that the Lord ſeemed to deſtroy London, ſo far 


as he went without any pity, Such a thing as this is 
be- 


bewailed, La. 2.2. The Lord bath ſwallowed up all 
the halitations of Tarob and hath not pitied, And verſe 
17. The Lord hath thrown down and hath not pitted. 
If God had taken away the houſes of rich men that 
could have borrtheir loſs, and mean time ſpared 
the houſes of ſuch as were poor, there had been 
pity in that, but he was pleaſed to take all before 
him, and with the fame beſome of deftrution to 
ſweep away the habitions of the pooreſt, as well as 
of the moſt rich. And did not God's turning a 
deaf ear to all the prayers and interceſsions that 
were made, as for the greateſt part of London 
whilſt the fire was, and going on to deltroy not- 
withſtanding though they cried unto him day and 
night that he would ſtay his hand and ſpare the 
remainder, I ſay didnot that ſk God exceedins 

angry. This was one of /eremties complaints, Za. 

2. 8. Alſo when I cry and ſhout he ſhatteth out my 
prayer, and verſe 44. Th. # haſt covered thy ſelf with a 

cloud, that our prayers ſhould not paſs thorough. God 
did in effect ſay that, Thuugh Nozh, Damel and 165 
fluod before hims, yet would he not b: intreated for the 

City, When prayers can prevail no longer in ſuch 
a caſe as that was, it is a {(1$n God is exceeding an- 
Sry. Moreover the fierceneſs of the judgement, 


and the mighty force it came with, and the quick | 


diſpatch it made, intimates, as if God for that time 
had abandoned all pity towards London : For may 
not theſe words of Jeremy be applied to us, Lam. 
2. 10, He was unto me as a bear o& as a Lion 
he hath pulled me in pieces , he hath made me de- 
olate. | 
4 If any man that reads theſe thinss be yet infen- 
lible of the heavineſs of Gods hand in this ſtroke 
let him belides all that hath been faid, _— 
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how unexpeRted, and how Incredible a thins it was 
that Loxdon ſhould be almoſt totally conſumed by 
fire, ere this year wereatan end? Now what, but 
the greatneſs of this judgement made it fo incre- 
dible till it came? That ſome few houſes might 
have been fired in a ſhort time, we could ealily 
have believed, but not that ſo many as the Prophet 
ſpeaks, Lam. 4. 12. The kings of the earth, and the 
inhabitants of the werld would not have believed that 
the enemy ſhould have entred into the gates of Jeng- 
ſalem. To think a judgement too great to be in- 
flited, and yet when it is inflited to make light 
of it,are very inconliſtant things, and mighty ſelf- 
contradigions. He that ſhould have come to a 
man worth eight or ten thouſand pound, a week 
before the fire, and told him that within ten days 
he ſhould not be worth ſo many hundreds, would 
he not have laugh'd at him, and faid in his heart, 
How can that be? Had all his eſtate been in hou- 
ſes, ſome inone ſtreet, ſome in another, he would 
never have dream'd that they ſhould be all fired to- 
gether, or within a few days of one another : And 
yet it is well known to have been the caſe of many 
to have been worth a good eſtate one day, and the 

next day, by the fire to have been reduced almoſt 
to nothing, How are the words of Jeremy upon this 
occaſion revived, Lam. 4, 5. T hey that did feed de- 

licately are deſolate in the ftreets, they that were bruxght 
#u) in ſcarlet imbrace dunghils. Great and ſudden 

downfalls cannot but move compaſsion in any man 

that hath bowels. As Jeremy ſpeaks of the Naza- 

rites, Lam. 4.6,7. That they who were purer then 


ſnow, whiter then milk, their viſage was become Llac- 


ker then any coal, ſo to think how they that lived in 


great port and faſhion, are many of them, as in the 
turn- 
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turning of a hand brought exceeding low,they and 
theirs, ſhontd much affe& us. The deſolation of 
ſo many houſes is a fad; l1gat, but the ruine of fo 
many-families as this fire hath ruin'd, is yet a ſad- 
der conlideration. Surely it hath fallen heayy, 
both upon rich and poor, rich men in the loſs of 
their eftates, poor men inthe loſs of their friends. 
The rich man hath loſt his talent,and the poor 'man 
hat" loſt his teward that improved it for him ina 
way of relief and charity. +. 

Is it not worth ovr addins, and throwing into 
the ballance, that this loſs by fire trod upon the 
heels of two other greater loſſes, viz. By war and 
peſtilence;the latter of which, not only diminiſhed 
our eſtates, but (which was worſe) deprived us of 
near and dear relations : yea, moreover that this 
judgement came before the other two were gone, 
or either of them, for is not the ſword yet drawn, 

' and doth not the peſtilence {till devour? ſo that # 
theſe three judgements have appzared together 2: 
like three terrible Comets or Blazing-ſtars threat= 
nins utter deſtruction, and God hath come out 
againſt us riding as it were upon three. ſeveral 
dreadful horſes, black, red and pale, to allude to 

. what is ſpoken in the Revelations: And as for what 

© concerns mens eltates, it is well known that the | 
ſword and peſtilence 1n ſeveral years hath not ſo : 
much exhauſted them, as this fire did within a few 
days. 

Meerly to avoid tediouſnels I ſhall here add but 
two things touching Loxdox's loſs (though other- 
wiſe much more might be added)one is, that it 1s 
Inyaluable, and the other that in the eye of reaſon 
it is Irreparable. Itis in the firſt place Ineitimable, 


namely, how great the loſs is for the preſent; but. 
more 
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more eſpecially what ſad produdts & conſequence* 
it may draw after it, for the future; whither the tay! 
of the Comet (as I may call it) may reach. It is a 
comtnon, and I believe a true ſaying, amongſt the 
ſufterets by this fire, that they have loft ſo much 
that they themſelves cannot tell what they have 
loſt. Only he that can tell the number of the Stars, 
and call them all by their names, doth know what 
the ſum total of this loſs is, and what are all the 
particulars of it, and what influence this Judgement 
may have upon the times to come ; for certain it is 
the children which are yetunbornwillin time fare 
the worſe for it. Who can eſtimate how greata dam- 
mage and confulion will ariſe firſt and latt from 
one branch of this loſſe viz. the burning of Bills; 
Bonds, Leaſes, Conveiances, Books of Debts, and 
Accompts, and other Writings of great conſe- 
quence, which was all that many men had to 
ſhew for the greateſt part of their Eſtates ; what 
contention and confution this one loſs may pro- 
duce no heart can conceive ? who knows not that 
paper and parchment, ſuch as the conten's thereof 
may be, may be of greater value than Pearls and 
Diamonds.? How many had rather, yea had bet- 
ter have loſt. thouſands of pounds, than ſome few 
ſheets of paper, that went to feed thoſe flames ? 
O fire ineſtimably dear ! O loſs unvaluable,Could 
this loſs be repaired the matter were not ſo 
great, but it either is or ſeems to be irrepairable 

at leaſtwiſe in the memory of any man now liv- 
ins. So that we may here take up the ſame com- 
plaint which the prophet did, Lam.2.1 3.Thy 'reach 
is preat like the Sea, Who can hea! thee ? Or as he 
Jer. 30. 15, Why crieft them for thine offliftion, thy 
ſorrow is mturavle ? lqueltion not the Omnipo- 
B \  tency 
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tency of. God, | but, {according to what is uſual 


with God+to do in the world, we can none of us 


expet to ſee that breach. made up in many years, 
which was made upon London in a few dayes. Now 
par all theſe things together, and then tell me if 
his heart be not harder then the nether Milſtone, 
that can ſee what London hath ſuffered, and not 
mour.1 with a very great mourning. If ſoa maze- 
ins a Judgement. will not awaken men, they 
are like to ſleep.in their ſecurity, till they come 
to wake in Hell, where none can ſleep ; for the 
ſmoke of their torment aſcendeth continually, and 
they have no reſt day nor night. 

Bur are there any. that call themſelves Engliſh- 
men,that do not only not mourn over, but rejoyce 
and triumph in the deftrn&ion of Zodon?Let them 
believe themſelves to be legitimate if they can, at 
[ea{twiſe let them not think , -that others will ever 
believe that there is one drop of true EngliſhBlood 
runningin their veins : Or let the parents of their 
Bodies be who they will, I am ſure that in another 
fenſe they are of theirFather the Devil, and his 
works they do. If there could have bin mirth inHell 
there would have been rejoycing there at the firing 
of London, as there is in heaven at the Converſion 
of atinner. How worthy were they to have dan- 
ced/in thoſe flames, who (if any ſuch be ) have 
ſuns 'and danced at the remembrance of 
them ? ; 
Bire-what if ſome not only rejoyce in this be- 
ins done, buthad the heart to do it 2 How long 
was it-<r2 I could believe there was any ſuch 
Monſter. in the World ? ti[{ T heard of one con- ' 
victed for the ſame, and that ty his own ſen'ble 
and perſeverins Confeſſion, Lord ,' What = 
| E | CIUCE 
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"chief have they done? Is there any facrifice for 
their ſin? One would think,if there were no Hell, 
-God would prepare one on pony » for ſuch 
miſcreants', to burn them in , -who have- burn'c 
up the Eftates and Livelihoods of ſo many thon- 
fands. But, Lord, thon knowelt it is not my delire 
they ſhould, nor is it my opinion, that the blood 
of Chrik, laid hold on by faith, is not able to 
fave their ſouls. And oh ! Though their bodies 
ſhould be given as meat to the fowles of the air, 
or fewel to temporal flames, yet that their ſouls 
might be delivered from the wrath to come! Let 
them rely upon no pardon from that triple crow- 
ned blaſphemer of Roe, who cannot ſo much as 
pardon his own fins, and it is well the ( light of 
ſuch men conſidered, and how they hold the 
truth in unrighteouſheſſe ) if they be not unpar- 
donable. He that cheats men into lin, lethim not 
cheat them into Hell, by cauſing them to reft up- 
on his mock indulgences, who is eaſte enough 


. to pardon ſuch peccadilloes inhis account, as are 


the burning of Proteſtant Cities, yea, can be wil- 
lins to enroll them amonsft his Saints. I con- 
feſs a red letter wonld do well before their 
names, but onely in token of blood anq cruelty. 
But, Lord, Idelire to look higher, than thoſe in- 
{trymentsof our late fire, even unto thee. Thou 
haſt ſet - us on fire round about, and oh that we 
could lay it to heart as becometh ns. We wo1ld 
hold our peace, becauſe thou, Lord, haft done ir. 
If thou hadit fo pleaſedLondn might have been like 
theBuſh, which did burn, but was not conſumed; 
but thon didft give it up to the flames : Lord , 
at what a" rate hath London , yea\ England linned 


that thon haſt thus puniſhed it? Thon doſt many 
B 2 | times 
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20 Meditations upon all the Remarkable 


times puniſh men lefle than their (ins deſerve, but 
never more. Which of us have not contributed 
by our iniquities,' to this as well as to other judge- 
ments? Which of. us have not cauſe to ſay, Lord 
forgive us, that by our (ins we have infeted Lon- 
don and England with a devouring Plague, that 
we havehelpt to embroil it in a conſuming War, 
yea, that we have had our hands as by way of de- 
merit in kindling the late Fire, which burnt Zon- 
don to the ground. | 


—— _— 7 


MEDITATION IL. 


| Upon fight of the Weekly Bill for London ſince the 


V Ith how ſad a heart have I read that Bill, 


fndias but {ixteen Pariſhes within the wals 
now pretended to, and conlidering with my ſelf 
by how great a Synecdoche ſome of thoſe Pariſhes 
do at this day go by their former names? Ir is 
that figure, which putsa part for the whole (yea 
a ſmall part too)the compounding Figure as I may 
call it, that takes as it were, five ſhillings or half 
a Crown for a pound ) which alone warranteth 
us. to call London, London {till , and ſeverall part- 
ſhes ( ſaid to be now ſandins: ) by the names 
which they did bear formerly. - The unjuſt Stew- 
ard, Luke 16, 7. uſed ſub{tration ; onely where 
a hundred was owing he bid them ſet down fifty, 
but we ( as it that were to be more juſt ) pro- 
ceed by way of. multiplication ſetting down a 
a hundred for ten or twenty, Weview our Ct- 
ty as itwere through a microſcope, -which repre- 
fents the leg of a Flea fo big, as if it were the 
leg 
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leg of ſome creature far bigger than its whole 


Body. - So might we call-a ſometimes great and 
famous Inne, the Crown or Miter, as it was for- 


' merly called, though burnt down to the propor- 


tion of a Cottage, becauſe the lign and tign poſt 
are ſtill tobe ſeen,' and there 4s yet ſome ſmall 
art of the- old Building. Ts tt not rather the 
pitome of Lozdon, which wenow have than Lon- 
don itſelf, as if the abridgement of a Book in 
Folio ( be it Aquinas his Sunmmes or any other 
ſuch) ſhould go by the name of Aquinas his Sums 
(or what other name it bore in Folio ) when 
contracted into a ſmal Manual or Pocket-Book. It 
is Zndon In ſhort hand, ſuch as. might contain 
the Decalogue within the compaſſe of a-lingle 
penny, rather than ſoat length if yet we may cal} 
it London. | EN 
Is it not rather Londons Remains and Ruins , its 
Urn and Aſhes than:Loxdox it ſelf? ' So a Burgeſle 
or two in Parliament ſtands. for a whole Town, 
a Knight or two for a whole Shire, ſo Lords Spi- 
tual and. Temporal | write themſelves, London, 


 Tavke, Lincoln, Canterbury, asif they were whole 


Cities or Towns, beins indeedibut ſingle and in- 
dividual perſons: 'Methinks it is as if Fudah and 
Benjamin were called:/ſ7ael,. being indeed but two 
Tribes of Twelve: Nor am I--lefle affefted with 
that dolefull parentheſis in two-ſhort words ( viz. 
Now ftanding'-). How-am 1. puſht with the two 
horns of that parentheſis, putting me upon this 
dilemma, that I: know not whether more to be 
thankfull, that all Londen is not fallen, or more to 
lament that fo ſmall a part of it is yet ſtanding. 
The late Plague gave us to ſee and'expe& Lon- 
don without many Inhabitants'( at leaſtwiſe for a 

B 3 time) 
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23 AMeditativns pou dll-the Remarkable 
time,but to fee London with but a-few habitations 
was that we never- lookt for. - We have lately 
known a Plague, that laid thouſands of. Citizens 
under ground, - but ' who dreamt ;of' a' Fire. that 
would lay the City; it ſelf upon the : Sround? 
Hear O Heavens, and be. aſtoniſhed © earth, 
I tind as many forts of diſeaſes in the Bill now as 
ever. ' They find. men out-g9 whither they will 
tiey crowd into Families, : that: have ſcarce room 
enough to turn themſelves in. Death will, not 
ipa-e, ( as if it pitied thoſe whom the fire hath not 
tpared) : Mens tabernacles mutt go to wrack- as 
well as their hovſes. Butto'confine my {elf to the 
buſineſs of the fixe,,Þ :' : - | 
Methinks London at this day is a lively Emblem 
of a Profeſſor fallen from his firſt Love, or ra- 
ther abackſliding Profeflor is juſt in ſuch a c6n- 
dition as London isat this day." He goes. by. the 
ſame name as fortnerly, but 'How far is he from 
being the ſame perſon he'was? How like is he to 
thoſe Churches the outlides wliereof are-yet ftan- 
dins ; their walls and ſteeples make ſuch a fair 
ſhow, that they, who ſhould view-them at a di- 
ſince, would. think, they were. juſt as before ; 
but alas! Their: infides are- gone, they are fit for 
no. uſe, yea' their -very out-fides: are fo frazl and 
brittle, that in a windy day'mzer are loth to paſs 
by them for fear of beins knockt on the head. 
What havock- hath fin made. will the faculties of 
ſuch men ( which; if the Soul may be compared to 
a City, may, be called the ſeveral Rreets of that Ci- 
ty) How hath ertor deſtroyed their underſtandings, 
i1]. habits their (wills and inclinations to good-,, 
the World: conſumed their fpiritual affe&tions, 
all theſe 'thihss: conſpired to defajate- and _ 
; E walte 
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waſte their Conſciences ; and now thoſe men 
though called Chriſtians Rili (and glorying in that 
name ) lie juſt like Zondon in duſt, and rubbiſh, 
andaſhes. O Lord, Give Ez2/and to meet thee in 
che- way of thy judgements,by a timely repentance, 
yea give theſe three Kingdomes ſo to do, left it 
come to paſs that hereafter Eng/and ſhould be cal- 
led England ; and Great Britain, Great Britain, and 
the three Kingdomes ſo ; by as great a Synec- 
doche, as the poor Remains of London are now 
called London , and the Reliques of ſome itreets 
(faid to be now Rtanding ) by the name thoſe 
ſtreets had, when in their beauty and glory. 


—— — 


MEDITATION III 
{pon the Diſconrſes occaſroned by the late Fire, both then 
and ſince.} 


gone came to London in the time of the Fire, 
having heard of it ( but not ſeen it ) and pro- 
bably their firſt queſtion was, Is the Fire out? 
Alas! nog would they ſay that anſwered them, It 
is ſo far from being out, thatit ragech more and 
more. They, that heard it was not out would be 
askins how far it was gottenz whereabouts it was: 
Then would men begin to reckon up the Streets 
and Churches that were burnt down already , 
Thames ſtreet is gone, and Fiſh ſtreet is gone, 
and Gracions Street is down, and now it is at ſuch 
a place, and ſuch a place, and fo they would pro- 
ceed. Is the Fire abated would others ſay? Is there 


any hope of extinguiſhing it? We ſee little [1gn 


of it would ſome reply, It is feared it will con- 
\ume the whole City and Suburbs too, Why do 
v B 4. they 
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they notiplay their Engines would fome cry ? A- 
las they are broken and out of Kelter , we little 
expecting ſuch a fad time as this. Some it may 
be would ſay, Why do ſo-many people ſtand ga- 
| Zing on, and not run to: help? The Fire hath 
now got ſuch head and is fo fierce would they ſay 
that there 1s no_ coming near it - But why do 
they not pull down houſes at a diſtance? that 1s 
lon3 work would fome reply, and ſeeing they can- 
not carry away the timber, when they have done, 
it will do þut little g090d. Do not the: Magt- 
Rrates, would ſome ſay, beſtir themſelves to put a 
ſtop to it? It is like they do what they can, but 
they are even at their wits ends, or like men a- 
Roniſhed. They that ſtood and look't on would 
cry out, See how it burns Eaft and-Welt at the 
ſame {jme, not onely with the wind, but againſt 
it. Hear how it crackles like a Fire in thorns : 
Hear what a rattling noiſe there is with the crack- 
lI:ins and fallins of timber. Look you there faith 
another juſt now the Fire hath taken this or thar 
Church, which alas is full of goods, now it is 
Juit come to. the Royal] Exchange ;. by and by 

would they ſay, See how preſently ſuch a ſtately 

houſe was gone, itwas but even now, that it be- 

Gan to fire and itis conſumed already : Oh what 

a wind is here, See how it 1s as bellows to the 

Fire, or as the breath of the Almighty blowing 

it up. You would wonder to ſee how far the 

ſparks and coles doe fly. It is ſtrange they do 

not fire all th? houſes on the other lide of the wa- 

rer, waere abundance of them do Tight. I can 

think of nothin, ſaith one, butof Sodimm and Go- 
2297r7ah, when T fee this fight. Alas, Alas ! cries 
on2, now £01 fee ſuch a good friends houſe - 
tae 
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take fire, and, by and by, bow do-1 ſee the houſe 
of : another gpod; friend of 'mine :on- fire 3 in that 
houſe,thac you ſee now burning dwelta Brother or 
Siſter .of- mine, or ſome other near Relation; O- 
thers would come ;dropping in and: ſay, They 
had Rtaidſo- long as to ſee their-own houſes en fire 
and then they 'came away and: left them, Such 
as dwell near to. London. and to:the Road would 
cry as they lay in their. beds, : we hear the Carts 
rumbling and: poſting by - continually. Thoſe 
that were withinthe City, at that time, would 
ever and anon ſay. to one another, -- Did you hear 
that noiſe. There was a hauſe- blown up, and 
by and by there was another: houſe-blown . up. 
Others would cry, The fire 'ts now come near the 
Tower, and if the powder be not removed, 'God 
knowes , what: miſchief will be done with -that- 
One while the people would: take an Alarm of 
Treachery,, .and cry out that the French were 
coming to cut their throats, .. + 7 ATET 
Such whoſe houſes rhe Fire had not yet feized, 
but was haftning [towards them, you muſt :ſup- 
poſe to have made this their diſcourſe, Whatſhall 
we do for Carts to carry.-away:-our goods. , we 
have offered three', four. pounds: 'a load for 
Carts to carry them but two or three- miles' off, 
and cannot have them. One while they cry there 
is'an order to prevent the coming in of more 
Carts , it being: thoughe that whilſt we mind 
the ſaving of our goods , we negle& the put- 
tings -out the: firey and now will our houſes and 
goods burn together, and ſo |we ſhall looſe 
all. Such as had the opportunicy to convey their 
goods, as far as the fields and no farther. How 
dd they diſcourſe of the hardſhip. they got 
er- 
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dergoe, if they ſhould leave their goods, they 
would be ftollen, if they ſhould look to them 
themſelves { as many had no body elſe to do it 
for them ) they | muſt have but little ſleep , 
and a cold open lodging, and what if. it ſhould 
rain ?»And ſome we may .imagine were diſcour- 
fing,. what they. and theirs ſhould do, their hou- 
ſes and goods being burnt , where they ſhould 
put” their heads as having neither money nor 
friends, at leaſtwiſe ſo 'near that: they knew how 
ro get to them. Theſe were but ſome of thoſe 
dreadfull ſtories that men and women talkt of: I 
could tell you how. women with child would ſay, 
They had but a month or a week to reckon,and this 
had frighted them almoſt out of their wits , fo 
that they found it would go very hard with them. 
Others again would ſay, They were but ſo many 
weekes gone, but. were ſo diſtarbed , that they 
did never look too out their full time : Others, 
it is like, would ſay, They were fo ill with the 
- fright they had taken, thatthey thought verily it 
would kill them, or that they ſhould never come 
to themſelves whilſt they lived. Would not ©0- 
thers again report of ſome here and there, who 
by# venturins: too much in the Fire, or ſtayins 
too' lons to brings away their goods, had loft their 
lives and periſhed inthe flames? 

Neither were all ſad diſconrfes exſtinguiſhed 
with the fire: For fince that time it hath been the 
manner of Friends, as they met to ask ſome ac- 
compt of the lofles each of other. Pray what loft 
you, faith one, bythe Fire? I loſt the honſe I + 
lived in, faith one, which was my own, or as good 
as my own by virtue of a long Leaſe and a great 
Fine, I loft my houſes and goods, faith m_ 
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I loſt to. the value of two thouſand pounds, faith 
one, I four : I, fix, faith another, I have loſt the 
one half of what I had faith one: I have loft all 
faith another, Iam burnt to my very ſhirt, I have 
loſt more than: all, ſaith: a third, for 1- by this 
meanes am-lefr in a great deal of debt, that I ſhall 
never be-able to pay, I had many things belons- 
ins to other men committed to me, which are 
{wept away. Saith another 'I am not only 'undone 
My ſelf,but ſo many of my Children and near Re- 
lations , it may' be all: of them are undone by this 
Fire, as'well as my ſelf. Bar lneed to, fay the 
leſs of this, becauſe every dayes converſe will 
or may tell us, what men._talk fince the .diſmall 
Fire of and concerning it. . O, Lord, I ſee thou 
who canſt pum a Sons of deliverance into our 
mouths when thou pleaſeft, canſt alſo fill us with 
complaints and lamentations when thou wilt, and 
make our own tons:es, as it were tofall upon us, 
how thou eanft make is out of the abundance of 


our hearts; to ſpeak { uch things as will terrifie 


both ourſelves and others, and cauſe both our 
own ears and theirs to tingle,, how ealily tho 
canſt find us other difcourſe than to ask and'relf 


what newes- is ſtirring ( for who regarded news: 


whilſt theſe things were in agi:ation) who ſeemet 
to mind what became of affairs either by Sea or 
Land ? I fee *how eafily thou canit imbitter 
our Converſe one with © another , and make 
us. ſpeak ſo as - to break each others hearts , 
that uſe to delight and refreth each other by their 


pleating conferences and communications, fo that 


ſolitnde may become Teffe aMictive , than that 
good company, which was wont to be very ac- 
ceptable., - WouJd not onr tongues riſe up iN 
| judge- 


a, + 
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judgement againſt us, if we ſhould eyer forget the 
fad ſtories we have told of thy moſt heavy hand 
upon us ? Seeing thou. haſt thus ſeaſoned our 
communication , as it. were with ſalt, and ſalted 
it, as it were with fire, ſhall that which is rotten 
and* nnfavoury proceed out of our mouths from 
henceforth ? Let us remember , what we ſaid to 
others, and what others ſaid to us, that we may 
never be unmindfull of what thou haſt: done both 
to nsand them, we have ſpoken with fad coun- 
renances and with aking hearts. Oh that by the 
ſadneſle of our countenances our hearts might be 
made better. 


MEDITATION 1V. 


pon the diſhoneſt Cartexs , who exatted exceſſive 
Rates, | | 


I there a Conſcience in men, or is. there none? 
Oc is there ſome ſuch thing in Pagans and Infi- 
dels, butno ſuch thing in Chriſtians? or is there: 
a Conſcience in the Chritftians of other pagts, 
but prone in Engliſhmen ? Or is there ſome in 0- 
ther Engliſhmen, but none in plow-men, and Car- 
ters, atleaſtwiſe in the moſt of them, who came 
to help. the Londoners away with their goods in 
the. time of the Fire?, Whatſoever there be in 0- 
ther men, there ſeems to have been no ſuch thing 
in them ; witneſs their plowing, as they did, up- 
on the backs of poor Citizens, and makingYong 
furrowes in the time. of their utmoſt Cala- 
mity. Londoners have been glad . ſometimes, 
if they could get but one in ten of their broken 
Chapmen, but you, when you ſaw a fire thar ha 
ike 
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like to break hundreds of Citizens, would have 
ten for one ; five pound for ſo little work, as ten 
ſhillings, if not five, would have been taken for at 
another time. Let it not be known in Gath: never 
let Papiſt, or Turk, or Jew, read this paper,where- 
by to know, what you have done : They would 
think it were never poſſible , to go to heaven in 
your Religion. Who can believe you to be fo 
much, or ſo good as meer men? For can there be 
a-man without humanity > The Apoſtle faith, He 
#5 not 2 that is a Few outwardly, and may 'I not 
ſay, He is not a Man that is a Man outwardly, but 
he that hath the tender heart and bowels of a man. 
As there are, VVolwes in Sheeps cloathing , (as our 
Saviour ſpeaks) ſo, Are there not evil Angels ap- 
pearing in the ſhape of Men? Did you do as you 
would be done by ( which is the Rule of Juſtice ) 
when you ſeemed to vie with the fire it's ſelf, 
which ſhould be moſt cruel, you orit? It gave 
moſt men ſpace to carry away their goods, you 
might have given them opportunity to have 
done it, and would not, but upon moſt unreaſo- 
nable tearms, ſuch as many were not able to come 
up to. Should Landlords, knowing you cannot 
live without ground to work upon, make you pay 
ten times ſo much Rent as it is worth, How would 
you curſe them, and be ready to call them Bapti- 
zed Jews, Uncircumciſed Turks, or other names, 
as bad as thoſe, and ſach as I dare not call you, 
(wharſoever you deſerve) as remembring, how the 
Arch-angel darſt not lring a railing accu[ation againſt 
the Devil hinpſelf, but n'y ſaid, The Lord reluke 
thee, Jude the 9th. Were any of you dangerouſly 
ſick, and in-great extremity, and being ſo, ſhould 
ſend for the only Phylician near at hand, ye ” 
HOU 
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ſhould refuſe to come, though it were to fave your 
life, unleſs you would give him ten Fees for ones 


would. you _not go nighto uſe that rude Proverb, 


concerning him, zz. Thathe would get the Devil 
and ali?2and would you not chink,that one good an- 
gel might be better to him, than tem evil ones (and 
iuch are all that aze itt gotten)? Were your 
Wives in fore Travail, and but one Midwife to be 
had, that were able'to deliver them; and ſhe, 
knowins their neceſſity to make uſe of her, ſhon1d 
ſo far work upon it, as to capitulate for as many 
poundsas ſhe nſed to haveſhillings,or elſe,sive our, 
that, for her, mother and child ſhould both periſh 
together : How would you make the Countrey 
ring of the favage cruelty of fo extorting a Mid- 
wife? If you had urgent occalion for money, 
and ſome biting Uſarer, knowing of it , ſhou}d 
make you, directly or indiretly, to pay twen- 
ty or thirty pound per Cent. how would you take 
on at him, and clamour upon him ? Such 
was your dealing with poor Londoners in the day 
of their diſtreſs. | 

As the raging Sea, when men are in danger of 
beins caft away, will have a great part of their 
lading caft into her lap, or not ſuffer them to ride 
ſafe ; oras Thieves, do make men buy their lives 
at a great rate, which they ought nevertheleſfle to 
fave,and ſuffer them to enjoy free-coft or, as the 
Devil himſelf, when he offers his affiftance to men 
in their great ſtra'ghts, exaQs that of them for 
his pains, which is more worth than the whole 
world, is. Their Souls ; requirms to be paid 
manifold more than his work comes to - Suclt 
was the equity you uſed towards diſtreſſed Citi- 


'2ens in the time of the fire, ( as if yon had = 
ews 
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Jews and they Samaritans.) There was.a Sama- 
ritan himſeFf, who when he ſaw a ſtranger that had 
been robb'd, and wounded , and half-dead, had 
compaſſion ' on him, bound up his wounds, paid 
for his lodging ,. took care of him, Zzke 10 33. 
Surely you are no akin tothat good Samaritan, you 
took from them whom the fire had robbed before: 
you made their wounds bleed afreſh with your 
unkindneſs ; you even killed thoſe qutright with 
your cruelty , whom fire, and grief, and fear had 
made half dead before. | 

Did you ever read that Text As 28. 2, where 
Paul ſaith, The barbayons people ſhewed us no little 
kindneſſe , for they kindled a fire, and received. us 
everyone, becauſe of the preſent rain, and becauſe of 
the cold. This did Barbaz1ans to ſtrangers, when 


expoſed but to rain and cold, which is nothing 


like fo dangerons as fire: but what you Carters, 
called Chriſtians, did to men of your own Nati- 
on, and of your own Religion, the world knows 
too well; as if you, indeed, had been the Bar- 
barians; and they that P:#! ſpeaks of had been 
Chriſtians. Will not the Chriftian-like carriage 
of thoſe Barbarians judge the barbarons carriage 
of you Chriſtians  ( if I may focall you) ? Have 
you never read thoſe words, 1 Cor. 6. 10, Ex- 
tortioners ſhall not inherit the Kingdome of God ? nor 
thoſe in 1 Theſe 4.6. Let no man go beyond or de- 
frand his brother in any matter, becauſe the Lord is 
the avenger of all ſuch. Quit your ſelves, if you 
can, from havins been Extortioners, and ſuch as 
have defrauded and gone beyond others. I doubt 
not in the leaft, but this was a real theft inthe 
ſight of God : You think it was nor, becauſe they 


conſented and contracted ta give you fo mueh ; Bur 
| {0 
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ſo may a man conſent to deliver his purſe to a high- 
way-man., thar threatneth , if he do not fo, he 
will have his life : . Doth that make it no theft on 
his part that takes it? A man may conſent to 
that which is a real injury to himſelf, to avoid a 
greater than that; all that can be faid,is, No man 
can be forced, if he conſent. Yclenti non fit violentiay 
isrrue, bat not YVulenti non fit injuriz. If you have 
not wronged the poor Citizens, whether with or 


againſt their conſents ( as it was partly both ) 


never were men wronged. How many, think 
'you, did loſe all, or the moſt of their goods, be- 
cauſe they had not wherewithall. to give thoſe 
unreaſonable rates which you demanded, who yet 
could and would have honeſtly paid you as much 
as you in reaſon and conſcience could have de- 
manded for the- removal of their goods. Will 
not. the great God, think you, -place the loſs of 
thoſe goods, and the undoing of thoſe poor fami- 
lies to your accompt? Therefore, O Countrey 
men (honeſt Countreymen I muſt not call you till 
you better deſerve it) let my advice be accepta- 
bleto you :- Bluſh tor what you have. done, :'re- 
-pent, reſtore, . make ſatisfa&tion to the full. What 
you have gorten in that way ( unlefle it be ſach of 
you as ventured your own lives,or the lives of your 
beaſts, by going near the fire ) will never thrive 
with you, yea, may prove -a moth and canker to 
all you have belides- Who were the large con- 
tributers to all Briefs, when your Towns and 
Houſes were at any time burnt, but theſe very Ci- 
tizens, whom you have uſed thus unkindly? If 
fire ſhould happen in your thatch, which may eaſt- 
ly be,” (and which you have provoked God to ſend) 
how dearly would you miſs that City which ow 
| ave 
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have fo inhumanely oppreſſed ? You that have not 


= 


pitied Londoners, pity your own ſouls; and re- 


member that true ſaying, Unjuſt gain is not re- 
mitteds ( that is, forgiven ) unleſfe, intentionally 
by -thoſe that cannot, and aQually by thoſe that 
can, 'reſtitution be made. 
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MEDITATION V. 
{pon thoſe that flole what they con'd in the time if th 
Fire. 


JT ſhould ſeem it was not enough for Londoners 
to have their houſes conſumed by fire, and their 


facesgrownd by unconſcionable'Carters, demand- 


ing half as much for carrying away their goods, as 
ſome of them were worth ; (yea, ten times ſo muclr 
as was their due) but, as a further aggravation of 
their miſery, God was pleaſed to give London, as 
he gaveFacob,tothe ſpoil,and as he gaveſ72e/ to the 
robbers. How many, under pretence of reſcuins 
their neighbours goods out of the fire, ' carr.e41 
them away for altogether, (asif all things noFhad 
been common, becauſe the fire had broken down 
mens incloſures ): Was this your kindnefle to 
your friends ?2 Was this the pity that ſhould. 
be ſhewed to them that are in miſery» TI have 
heard indeed of Fanjzaries, (that is, Turkiſh Soul- 
diers), that when fires have been in Conſtantinople, 
would fall to plunderins ; but, are you Turks ? 
Some living upon the Sea-coafty may,. perchance, 
Sain now and then by racks, brifizins rich goods 
to their hands; but then, it is preſumed, the 
owners are cait away, or cannot be known. They 
ſay, ſome Nurſes, that uſe to attend on ſuch as 
Dd C have 
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have the plague, are wont to tmake away all they 
can lay their | hands'on : but then they ſtay, till 
the people whoſe goods they take, be dead; and 
have no Further need of them. But you, barba- 
rous wretches, tripe the poor Citizens , beins 
vet alive, and l:xely to live, and to need all they 
had, and more : Do you think much, to be chid 
for what vo have done? Alas, yours is a great 
crime, Tt is «n iniquity toe puniſhed by the Judges, 
ye!, I had rather you would judge your ſelves for 
it, fatisfie for the wrons you have done, and fo a- 
void the puniſhment both of God and Men. You 
make me think of the Eagle; that ſtole away a coal 
from the Altar, and fred his own neſt with it. 
Were they not fire-brands ſnatcht out of the fire 
that you {tole away ? If you continue to keep them 
1n your Neſts, ſure enough they will fer them on 
fire; I mean, they will brins a curſe upon all the 
reſt of your ſabſtance. You have done that, which 
on2 wonld have thought ,” no 'mans heart could 
ſerve him to have done. If other Thieves deſerve 
hansins, you are worthy of a Gallows as high as 
Hanis: for,the circumttance of rime makes your 
{in out of meaſure {finful. Would you offer to be 
Realins when God was burnins > Would you take 
from thoſe, to: whom you had more need to haye 
Siven? Now: you are told of your fanlt, be 
not worſe than /a1as himſelf, who, when ad- 
moniſhed but by his own conſcience, came 
and: brousht back that wages of unrighteouſneſs, 
vp. hich he had received, viz. The thirdy pieces, of 
Silver. T do not adviſe you, by any unneceſſa- 
ry confeſſion, to bring your ſelves 1nto danger; 
ſo you do every man right, what matter 1s it, 


v, hether tiey know who it was that wronged 


tem ? 
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them? "If ever God: pardon you, ſee otie Con- 
dition that muſt be performed by, you, . Ezk. 
33.15. Jf the wicked reſtore the pledge, give a- 


fhall not dye. + | 
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MEDITATION VI. 
pon unconſcidnable Landlords , demanding exceſſiv* 
Fines and -Rents, ſince the Fire. 


S it a good Rule, that men may take as much as 
ever they. can get, for ſuch things as men cannot 


live without > Sarelys that is the Rule you go by, 


in askins and taking ſuch vaſt Fines and Rents for 
the houſes you lett. By. that Rule, if ſome few 
men could be. ſuppoſed to have all the Corn in 
England in their hands, they might fell it for. five 
pounds a buſhel : for men would give it, if they 
had wherewithall, rather than be without bread, 
which is the ſtaffe of life : But how would you 
cirſe them that ſhould ſerve you ſo? You ſeem 
to.-have made a Covenant with fire, ( as ſome are 
ſaid to have done with death, 7/4. 26. 15.) . and 
with flames ( as others with hell ) to be atan a- 
Sreement, that if an overflowing. ſcourge ſhould 
paſſe thorough, it might not -hurt you, as who 
ſhould ſay, If your houſes be burnt hereafter, yet 
they are paid for ; ſuch Fines may be ſuthcient to 
build them again : Methinks, I hear the great 
God fayins, Y:ur Covenant fhall br diſannalled, and 
Your Agreement ſhall not ſtand ; when the overflowing 
feonrge ſhall p-fſe thorough, you ſhall be trodden down 


Ly it, as it is; verſe 18, Like the builders of-B-#2/, 


you ſeem to-have been railing a Tower, to fortifie 
| | C3 - your 


gain that he hath robbed 5 he ſhall ſ#rely. live , be. 
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your ſelves againſt heaven, but God will confoand 
your Languages. Would you anticipate the re- 
building of the City, by obliging men alwayes to 
remain in the Suburbs? I wiſh, it may not be ſaid of 
you in a bad ſenſe ( what the Pſalmiſt fayes of 0- 
thers in.a good ) that uw take pleaſure in the ſtones 
of London (as they of Zion ) and favour the duſt 
thereof, Pſalm 102. £4. becauſe its rnine hath 
been your riſe. IT doubt not, but the Fines you 
have taken, and the Rents you have agreed for, 
will be the undoins of many a poor Family, that, 
but for thole exaQions, might have made a ſhift tg 
live. Poflibly, all the gains of your Tenants, (tra- 
ding being fo dead as it is, and is like to be ) will 
ſcarce pay for the houſes they live-in ; and if ſo, 
wherewithall ſhall they and theirs ſublift> Men 
muſt have meat to eat, and clothes to wear, as well 
howſes to dwell in; but your rack-Rents, and 
more than rack Fines, do eat the very bread out 
_ of their monthes. When I think of the Fire, the 
Carters,' the Pilferers; and you extorting Land- 
lords, I cannot but recount, what is faid, /oel I. 4. 
T hat which the palmer-worm hath left, hath the locuſt 
eaten; and that which' the locuſt hath left, hath the 
canker-worm eaten; and that which the canker-worm 
bath left,” bath the. caterpiller eaten. How contra- 
ry have you been to Jeſus Chriſt, who impoveriſhed, 
himſeif to make others rich, 2 Cor. 8. 9. whereas 
you have inricht "your ſelves by making others 
poor. You have handled the poor City, as the 
Syvils are faid to have done their Prophecies, when 
they had burnt the greateſt part of them, asking 
as great a price for the Remains, as they did at 
firſt for the whole Book : what ever reaſon they 
had for that, I am ſure you have none for this, 

Ruminate 
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Ruminate, I beſeech you, upon one Text I ſhall 
name to you, (with others of like nature) and then 
if you think fit to keep all the Fines you have ta- 
ken, and to take all the Rent. you have contra- 
Red for, give me leave to think, that your hearts 
do ſtand inno awe of Gods Word : The place I 
mean, is,Zach. 2. 9, 10, 11. Woe to him that co- 
veteth an evil crvetouſneſs to his honſe, that he may ſet 
his neſt on high, that he may be delivered from the pow- 
er of evil» Thou haſt conſulted ſhame to thy ſelf, thow 
haſt fiantd againſt thy ſoul z For the ſtone ſhall cry out 
of the wall, and the beam out of. the timber fha'l an- 


ſwer it. If you will not believe, try atyour peril 


if that ſaying of Chriſt be not true, viz. that Z+ 
will profit a man nothing to. gain the world and life 
his own ſon. 


——_—. 


MEDIT ATION VII. 
Hpon the barning down of many Charches. 


V Hen men are better informed, and lefſe 

under the power of prejudice, they will 
not be offended', at calling thoſe places by the . 
name of Churches, where people meet together 
for the publick worſhip and ſervice of God, though 
the living Temples of God, ( or,the faithful meet- 
ing together for ſuch ends and purpoſes) are in 
Sreatelt ſtrineſſe and propriety of ſpeech called, 
the Church, or ſome part of the Church of Chriſt, 
which is his Body, each Believer a member of it, 
and himſelf the Head. There is a Figure in Rhe- 
torick ( and ſuch as we can hardly ſpeak without) 
which puts things containing , for the things con- 


* tained, andif the Hloly Ghoſt himſelf do uſe that 
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28 Meditations upon al the” Remarkable 
Figure,I am ſure we ought not to quarrel with it. I 
know not who can aſſure us, that the Scripture doth 
not ſpeak by that Figure, when itfaith, 1 Cor. 11. 
22. Have ye not Houſes to eat and: drink in, or deſ- 
piſe ye the Church of God ? _ But not ta contend a- 
bout words, I- look upon it as a great miſery, that 
the places called by . that name, are ſo generally 
demoliſhed. He that ſhall look upon them, bur 
as great ornaments ta the places where they ſtood: 
or, as ſtrong and ſtately buildings , that might 
have been employed to many good uſes; or at moſt, 


but as places, where firſt and laſt, many fervent 


prayers have been offered to God, many religious 
aſſemblies have met together, many excellent and 
converting Sermons have been preached, if he be 
conliſtent with himſelf, cannot but bewail, that 
they are now made a ruinous heap» Moſt ſober 
men.do think, there were ſome good and uſeful 
lishts, ſhinins to the very laſt, in thoſe Candle- 
Ricks ; and for their ſakes, I wiſh, (if the will of 
God had been fo) that thoſe Candleſticks might 


yer have ſtood; as alfo for the hope I had, that God 


in his good time, might have thruft forth many 
more. faithful labourers into thoſe Vineyards. (if 
T may fo call them.) Where now within the 
walls of that, ſometimes fameus City, can hun- 
dreds' and thouſands meet together , to reap the 
benefit of one and the fame Serman? I ſay, in 
how few places can it now be done (as formerly) 
with. convenience-and ſafety? We read of three 
thoufand ſouls added to the Church , by one of 
Peters Sermons, As 2. 14. But; where: now 
could a fifth part of that number with freedome 
2nd allowance converſe together 1n order to ſuch a 
purpoſe? How many idle perſons are there like 

; to 
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| to be in fields and alehouſes on the Lords day, 


under pretence they have no Churches to go to? 
What a vaſt charge and trouble will it be, to re- 
build thoſe Churches, or many of them , which, 
if ever London come to be it's ſelf again, and Re- 
lIigion in any requeſt ( as God forbid it ſhould be 
otherwiſe ) mutt, and will be done. How for- 
lorn would Zondon have lookr, if all its Churches 
had been burnt, though all private houſes had been 
yet ſtandins? TI dare not give thoſe reaſons, that 
ſome would do,why thoſe Charches were burnt; I 
dare not ſay, we may do as well without them as 
with.them. What reformed Church 1s there in 
the whole world, that hath not ſuch places as thoſe 
for publick worſhip, and that is not careful to 
maintain and uphold them2 I w:th every private 
houſe ygere a Church, /as P.u' Sa'uies the Charch 
that was in their houſe, viz. in the houſe of Aguila 
and Priſcill-, Rom. 16. 5,) and yet I wiſh there 
were Churches every where belides thoſe in pri- 
vate houſes. What if the blind zeal of Papiſts 
did build many of thoſe Churcies, were they not 
conyerted to a better uſe2 T think they could no 


- more infuſe evil into thoſe places, than others can 


real and intrinſical holineſs. The Cenfers of 
Korah and Dathan ( howſoever they abuſed them ) 
were not caſt out of the SanQuuary, but made into 
broad plates, as a c.wering for the A'tar, Numb. 16. 
28, Tanedeſtrution of Churches is plealins to 
few men, but thoſe who have outrun the ſobri- 
ety of Religion, and, who have made fuvci haite 
Oat of Babylon, that, (as one ſaith) they are run 


- beyond Fersſalem. If ſome Minifters, by the fire 


of their paſſion, or other provoking fins, have 
heipt to burn the Churches, they did, or ſhould 
Cc 4. have 
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have preacht in over their heads3 and if ſonie, } t 
that were, or ſhould have been hearers , have 
I done the like, the Lord forgive them, they know \ 1 

LL not what they have done, But may I, or mine 


'F | (if God ſo pleaſe) live to ſee Lendon rebuilt, 
WE. - © Churches re-edified, by the zeal and piety of Pro- 
| | reltants, every Congregation furniſhed with a 
| | Faithful Paſtor, every Candleſtick filled with a 
a burn'ng and ſhinins light, all divine Ordinan- 
ces purely adminiſtred, all placesfor publick wor- 
ſhip greatly and cheerfully frequented, all good 
Chriſtians united in the ſervice of God ; then, 
though our new ſtructures ſhould never be fo 
Sreat and magnificent, as our old ones were, we 
ſhall ealily acknowledge, that the glory of our 
ſecond Temples, is far greater than was that of 
our farlt, 4 
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MEDITATION VIII. 
Upon the burning multitndes of Books of all ſorts, 


VE the Prophet ſpeaks in another caſe, * 
 Hibbak, 3, 8. Was the Lord difpleaſed a= |. 
gainſt the Rivers ? Was thine anger againſt the Ri- 
vers ? Wa; thy wrath againſt the Sex? I may here / 
allnde to, and ſay, Was the Lord diſpleaſed a= *» 
gainſt the Books? Was his anger againſt the i 
famous Libraries that were burnt? I doubt not, 
but there were many Books amons{t them, fit for 
noth'n3 but the hre, viz, wanton Poems, idle 
Romanges, prophane Comedies, lying Legends , 
heretical Treatifes, ſcandalous and pernicious 
Pamp'lets, >ut were they all ſuch? It had then 
| been a good riddance, and this fixe had prone 
p : t @ 
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' Paſſages of the late dreadful Fire. 4x 
the beſt /ndex Expargatorizs, that ever was. But 
alas 1 Who knows not, that better Books were 
not extant in the whote World than were thou- 
ſands of thoſe, which this Fire conſumed, and. a- 
mongſt the reſt an innumerable company of , Bi- 
bles, the belt of Books. I can hardly forbear ex- 
poſtulating as Alrahamdid, Gen.1 8. 3. Lord, Wilt 
thou deſtroy the Righteons with the Wicked ? Thou didſt 
do ſo in this caſe, and yet wert certainly righte- 
ous in what thou didft. Good Books are made 
for us, and for our ſakes too, they were deſtroyed; 
they had not offended, but we : We by our ſins, 
mike the whole Creation groan, and ſwljitt it to 
vanity.) 

Who can ſufficiently lament tHe poor Bookſel- 
lers more generally undone, by this Fire, than any 
one fort of men? But Why ? No man can tell, 
there being amongſt them many honelit and indt- 
ſtrious men. But, O Lord, thy Judgements are 
unſearchable, and thy wayes paſt findins out - 
The greateſt vilible crime, wherewith I can charge 
them ( and but ſome of them neither ) was their 
printing, and ſelling ſome Books not fit to ſee the - 
light; One Jonas diſquieted and indangered all 
that were in the ſame ſhip, ant! one Ach-n trouble 
all 1/-ael, and one Leviathan might miſchief an O- 


. cean of Books, as we read of the Creature ſo cal» 


led, Feb. 41.31. That he maketh the Sea to biil 
like a pot, he maketh the deep to boil like a pot of vint- 
went, Why did ;you ſet up Dagon by the Ark? 
Scripture and Anti-ſcripturiſme did do ill together 
in one and the ſame Shop : Bibles at one end, and 
Atheiſticall books at another : Books of Divinity 
1n one carner of your Shops, and Books of Obſce- 
nity in another : What was this, but from = ſame 
. OUN= 
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Fountain to ſend forth bitter and ſweet? This was 
like gun-powder putamongſt other commodities, 
which hazards the blowing up of all the reſt. 
This might be the great provocation on your part, 
but,I doubt not, but the loſſe came as much for their 
ſakes, that were Buyers, as for yours that were 
Sellers of Books: for the ſakes of your Cuſtomers, 
( that either were, or ſhould have been ) as much 
as for your own.Some wanted a heart to buyBooks, 
though they could and ſhould have done it : others 
bought books enough , but wanted induſtry to 
peruſe them ( and ſo anticipated others that woald 
have read thoſe Books, if they. had had them, or 
could have gotten them Others both bought 
Books and read them, but didnot too many do it, 
onely for oſtentation ſake, or out of curiolity (as 
deſirous to taſte the fruit of theTree of Knowledge 
both of good and evill ) with delign meerly to in- 
form, not to reform and amend themſelves there- 
by , or for other ſuch low, . and liniſter ends? 
In all this we played the Wantons with our books, 
and Was it notjuſt with God to take them from 
us, as Parents uſe to take the meat from off their 
Childrens trenchers, when they ſee, they eat out 
of meer wantonnefle ? Put to no better uſes , 
they would but have riſen up againſt us in the day, 
when the Books mentioned, Revelat. 20. 12. Shall. 
be opened, and the dead judged out of the things 
thcrein contained. | 

But, whatſoever the particular cauſes of ths 
Judgement were, ſure I am, the loſſe of ſo many. 
excellent books, was a great blow, both to Reli- 
Sion and Learning. We loſt a far greater -trea- 
ſure in their worth, than in their price, though 


that alſo amotinted to a very great ſum, far ſur- 


pallins 
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paſſing the- price of thoſe Books -of curious: Arts , 
{ſpoken of, A#. 19.19. Which thoſe that believed are 
ſaid ts hate burnt though they reckoned them worth fifty 
thouſand pieces of filver. Alas! What was that to 
four times fifty thouſand pieces of Gold, which 
ſome have'judzed this lofle to amount unto? Who - 
ſeeth not, by this inſtance, that Books are of a pe- 
r:ſhing nature, as well as other 'things ; he, that, 
by means thereof, wonld raiſe to himſelf a laſting 
monument, may fail of his end. He ſpake like a 
vapourins Poet, that ſaid, Famgque ops exegi gizid non - 
Jovis ira! nec-ignes,nec poternnt flamme nc ed.1x abo'e- 
re vetuſtas. I doubt not but many of thoſe Poems of 
his were at this time metamorphoſed into flames ; 
and, by the ſame reaſon, all may be one time or 
other. Books worth a thouſand of that ſuffered in 
the ſame flames, and yet, I think, their ſufferinzs 
not to have been the ſame; as 's uſually ſaid, Cum 
duo f aciant idem, non eſt idemy ſo, Cum du pitiuntur 
idem, non eſ# idem, is as true. Good books burnt 
like Martyrs, Bad ones like MalefaRours : the 
former aſcended up to Heaven, like ſweet Incenſe: 
the latter like the ſmoke of tte Bottomlels pit. 
As ſome waters run by each other, and yet mix 
not,'.ſo in a morall ſenſe may we judge of theie 
flames, which conſumed the good Books, and the 
bad ones. | 

Were it not invain to wiſh for a reſurreion 
of Books, How ſhould I lons to ſee it? Oh !tha: 
at leaſt our forty thouſandBibles might be recover- 
ed again, though all the other books were irre- 
coverably loſt; the next Age may be for books, 
though this be all for News. But lince, @ priv#ti- 
one ad h,biium nin datwur regreſſus ( in this as in 
tome other caſes) ſince we can never rn 
| rnem 
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them again ; let us remember the Italian proverb, 
which ſaith, Deliver ns from that man that reads 
but one 66k ( intimating, that he, that doth fo, is 
like to be too hard for any man, in defendins the 
principles of that one Author ) and be thence 
encouraged to read thoſe few books that are left us 
over and over, ſo ſhall we find dimidinm plus toto 
to be verified in this caſe, a part, ſo improved, | 
will do us more good, than the whole had wont | 
to do, as one diſh, well fedupon , refreſheth us | 
more than twenty, that do but glut us with the 

ſight and ſent of ther. Let us take occaſion from 

this, r0 acquaint our ſelves more then ever, with 

thoſe four Books, which are of more conſequence 

than all the reſt, viz. The Book of Creation,Provi- 
dencegScripture, and that of our own Hearts and 
Conſciences.The multitude of our other Books may 

have impeded us from looking, fo much as we 

ought, into theſe; and now they are diminiſhed,let 

us more then ever delight ourſelves in theſe, and 
meditate therein day and night. If thou didit make 

an Idol of thy books ( as ſome men did ) and doſt 
now'mourn, for the loſs of them, as Micha did for 

the taking away of his gods(Fudges 18, 24.) Conli- 

der,that the beſt of knowledge tb that the Scrip- 

ture is ſufficient to inſtru& thee in 4 is that , Saint 

Fobn ſpeaks of , John 17.3. This is Life eternal, 

that they mioht know thee, the onely true God , and 

Teſus Chriſt, whom thou haſt ſent. 
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' MEDITATION 1IX. 
Hpon the burning of the Royall Exchange. 


_=_ but afew moneths ago, that one, who had 
never ſeen the Royal! Exchange before, would 
have beheld the glory oof it with admiration as 
one, or more Of the Diſciples of Chriſt, did the 
Temple of Jera/alem, Matth. 13.1. ſaying , Sce 
what manner of ſtones and what manner of buildings 
are here : But, behold , that which Chriſt ſpake of 
the Temple, ſaying, Seeft thaw theſe great tuildings! 
T here ſhall not be left One ftone upon anather, that ſhall 
not be thrown down, is already almoſt fulfilled in, 
and upon that ſtately Pile, the deſtruQion where- 
of, we little dream't to have been ſo near at hand. 
Some ftones there are yet ſtanding one upon ano- 
ther, but ſo, as that they muſt be taken down, and. 
had they fallen, without breaking themſelves, it 
had but faved a labour : What a princely foun- 
dation. was that Royal Exchange ? and of how 
Sreat uſe > Was not that the Center in which thoſe 
lines met, that were drawn from all parts of 
Emrope ? rich Merchants, I mean, and other emi- 
nent Tradeſ-men and great Dealers , not onely 
Engliſh, but Spaniſh, French, Dutch, Portugueze, 
Danes, Swedes. Was not the place a: little 
Epitomie z or rather Repreſentative of all Z#- 
rope ( if not of the greateſt part of the trading 
World ) renewed every day at ſuch a t me, 
and for ſo many hours ?. As Zendon was the 
Slory of England, ſo was that Royal! Exchange one of 
the greateſt Glories and Ornaments of London. 


There were the Statues of the Kings and _— 
O 
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of England ſet up, as in the moſt conſpicuous and 
honourable place ( as well receiving; luſtre 
from the place where they ſtoodzas giving luſtre to 
it.) Jp _ nd ye 
How #:!! of Riches was that Foyall Exchange? 
Ric!: men in the midſt, of it, rich" 'goods both a- 
bove and beneath. There men:wwalFt upon the 
top-of a'Vealtty Mine ; conſidering, what Eaſtern 
"Treaſures, coſtly ſpices, and ſuch-like things were 
laid-up inthe howels:( 1 mean the Cellars ): of 
that Place. As for: the upper parr.of it, Was it not 
the great Storehouſe, whence the Nobility and 
Gentry of England were furniſhed. with moſt of 
thoſe coſtly things, wherewith - they did ado-n 
either their Cloſets or themſelves ? -Here, if any 
where; might aman have ſeen :the glory of the 
world in a moment, as-the Devil ;thewed it to 
Chriſt from a high mountain 3+ Whar artificiall 
thing could entertain./the ſenſes and fantafies of 
men, that was riot there to be had?Such was the Jde- 
l;isht that manyGallants took in thatMagazine of all 
curious varieties,that they conld almoſt have dwelt: 
there-{ goins from Shop to Shop, like Bees from 
flowerito flower ) If they had but had a.Fonntain: 
of Money that could not have been drawn dry.. 
I donbt not but'a Mahometan (-: who never ex-. 
pects'other than ſenlible delights ) would jgladly 
have accepted of that place, and che treaſures of 
it for [his heaven, and; have thought there were 
none like it. Aboit the ſpace 'of ni neteen 
months was thar Xoyall Exchange in building, viz. 
from J#ne 7th. til November in the year following: 
So” that the Sunne had finiſhed his annual courſe 
once, and almoſt a ſecond time, 'ere that work 
was finiſhed : bur was it ſo many hours in bur- 
| ning, 
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ning, as it was months in building? _ -. 

How obnoxious, are all earthly things to de- 
frugion? How -eafily are the. works of our hands 
brought to nought? How: little a time will ſerve to 
ruine thoſe things, that did require a long time to 
raiſe them ? I finde this noble Structure had ſtood 
about a hundred years before Deſtruction over- 
took it: for it is ſaid to have been erected inthe 
year 1566, and the time of its conflagration, we 
know too well, to have been 1666, One lixty fix 
built it, another ſixty (ix burnt it ; ſo one Philip 
founded the' Macedonian Empire, another Ph/ip 
ruined itz one Conſtantine built Conſtantinople, and 
another of that Name loſt it ; an Augu/ius was the 
firſt eſtabliſhed Emperor of Rowe, and. another 
Auguſtus the laſt. So many times the World goes 
round like a: Circle, where- it: begins, there it 
ends. Did that Struure come down in a day or 
lefſe, which:ihad--continued a hundred years, and 
might in all. probability-have laſted one Century 
more'? L ſee then there may-be more in the womb 
of one day: or 'night,! than was/in the womb of a 
hundred years before, and the law of providence 
may,/in a few hours over-rule the. preſcription of 
a whoſe Age. Though the deſtruction Of Places,and 
ſo of Perſons ſet out late, yer, when it once ſets our, 
it may ride poſt, and come; as upon the wings of the 
wind. He that, being often reproved, hardeneth his 
n:ck_, ſhall ſuddenly. be deftroyed,, Prov.29.1. The 
{ns of that place had deſerv'dthis judgment ſooner: 
but he thgt bore with the.old-World, one hundred 
and twenty years, after warning given, bore with 
it towards an hundred, though the provocations 
thereof were great. As nature hath placed the 
weightieſt things below, and lighter things above 
| them 
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them (as Airabove Earth), ſothe more ſolid per- 
ſotis and parlyes (as well as the more bulky-Com- 
modities ) had wont to be in the lower Rooms of 
that Exchange, where Merchants met to diſcourſe 
their affairs. The - tins: of that lower: part, we 
may ſuſpe&, to have been craft and covetouineſle, 
over-reaching and going beyond one another. Ma- 
ny did ' not ſo :becavſe- of the fear of the Lord ; 
(as Nehemiah ſaid of himfelf, Neb. 9:5. So did-not 
I, lec:uſt of the fear of God) but others did. And 
were there not other kinds of {in, which did a- 
bound in the upper Region of: that Exchange, 
which, likeſo many Comets or blazing Stars, did 
portend or threatenthe deſtruftion of it. ' Qh the 
pride'and prodigality that was there to be ſeen? 
How few could be charitable, that were ſo expen- 
five as many were in that place? - And how much 
of that which was there expended, might well have 
been put'to charitable nſes? How unlikely was ir, 
that they ſhould be humble, who were ſo curious 
and 'phantaſtical , as the things that were there 
bought; ſhewed them to be? They that: wrought 
to that'place, had need of as good a phantalie for 
Metamorphoſis in Habits, as Ovid had 10 other 
Things,” that they might pleaſe cuſtomers-loinfari-: 
able after novelties. - + 77 300010 

So fell chat noble ſtructure,undermined by craft 
and covetouſneſſe, and over-laden with pride and 
prodisality above, and great was the fall thereof. 
Though there was in that place an Influrance-Ot- 
fice, which undertook: for thoſe Ships agd Goods 
that were hazarded at Sea, either by boiſterous 
winds or dangerous enemies : yet could it not 
ſecure itſelf, when (in, like Sazzpſon, took hold 


of the pillars of ity and went about to pull it down. 
Waat 
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What quick work can ſin and fire make? How 
did that ſtrong Building vaniſh of a ſudden, as if it 
had been but an Apparition 2 How quickly was 
it taken down, as if it had been but aſleighr Tent, 
the Cords whereof are preſently looſened, and the 
Stakes ſoon removed ? Oh that ſome Jonas nught 
have been fent, to tell us, that within ſo many days 
that Exchange ſhould be burnt down, if we re- 
pented not.Oh that howſoever,a timely repentance 
might have prevented thoſe ruins;that we had com- 
muted for our Exchange, by parting with our ins. 
But fince it lies in aſhes,and there is no prevention 
of it,oh that we may not {o much lament the burning 
of our Exchange, as the iins that burnt it. May-the 
minds of men, by this ſad Providence, be diſpoſed 
to nſe another Exchange , for onely honeſt Mer- 
chandiſe ; and the minds, both of men and wo- 
men, to uſe the upper part of it no more as a Nur- 
ſery of pride, but, in order to putting them and 
theirs, into a decent equipage, befitting their re- 
ſpeRive qualities ; and then may they live to ſee 
another. Structure in the ſame place, not inferiour 
to the firſt , and that Royal! Burſe, or Purſe (which 
is now a meer Yacuum ) as well filled as ever 
it was before; and after that, if the Will of 
God be ſo, may it never periſh (at leaſt wiſe 
by fire) more, till the Conflagration of all 
things. 
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MEDITATION NX. 
{pon the burning of H.ſpitals, and Rents thereunto be- 


IONging. 


R ghteous art thou O Lord, yet let me plead 
with thee concerning thy Judsments. Why 
had the fire a Commithon to burn down. Hoſpitals ? 
Why didft thon dry. up thoſe pools of Betheſ4ah ? 
Why didft thou wither the Goards of thoſe poot 
Jonas's,” who had nothing elfe to defend them 
from the ſcorching of extream poverty 2 Was ever 
money Siven'to better uſes, or with a better intent, 
than what went to the maintainins thoſe -hoiſes of 
Charity? Or was it ever intruſted in better and 
fafer hands, than that which had ſo many perſons 
of worth and integrity to take care of it, (and be,as 
it were, Overſeers of, the poor)? Or what charity 
was ever diſpoſed of more according to the will of 
the Doners, than thathath always been, which few 
or none would accept, but thoſe that had need of 
it ( and for them it was intended. I ſhould have 
thought, the Doors of thoſe houſes, above all 0- 
thers, would have. been ſprinkled, that the de- 
ſtroyings Angel might have paſſed over them, and 
that Judgment ſhould not have entered , where 
onely Mercy did feet to dwell. - Did not Chriſt 
ſay, - T he poor we have alwayes with xs, and ſhall we 
have no Receptacles for the poor * The poor 1n- 
creaſe daily, but the places of their relief are di- 
miniſhed; and where thoſe places are yet ſtanding, 
yet 1s not much of their Revenne impaired ? Shall 
the Foxes have holes, and the Birds of the Aire 
neſts, 'but. the poor not have where to lay their 
heads? Came this for their ſakes, whoſe "oy 
i 
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did' maintain theſe places, or- for thoſe that were 
maintained in them and by them, or for the ſake of 
others; or for all the three? Whileft ſome con- 
tributed to thoſe places out of pure ends and prin- 
ciples, might not others do it out of ſuperſtition 
and conceipt of merit, others out of Oftentation ? 
(thongh we may not impute thoſe things to any in 
particalar) : And as for thoſe who were relieved 
in thoſe places, were there not fins amongſt them 
alfo? Some, it may be, were not more poor than 
wicked ; ſo, that thongh their poverty made them 
the Objects of Mercy om men, yet their wicked- 
neſs expoſed them tothe Juſtice of God. 

Donbtleſs,men by fin, may forfeit,not only their 
ſuperfluities and conveniencies, but alſo their ve- 
ry neceſſfaries, or ſuch thinss as they cannot live 
without : and had not too many of theſe ſo done ? 

Thonsh ſome, whoſe miſeries have brought them 
to ſuch places, are affeted with the hand of God, 
and fear to ſin whileft his rod is upon them ; yer, 
were there not others , who no whit appalled by 
all their ſufferings 7 were it the loſs of limbs or 
whatſoever elſe)would ſwear,and drink,and rant,at 
ſuch a rate, as if they had had all the world before 
them,or thought ſcorn,that as to theſe things, even 
the greateſt perſonagesſhould go beyond them. Had 
all been ſuch as ſome were, poſſibly the Great God 
had not forborn'to ſet fire upon thoſe Houſes long 
ago. But in relation to others, might not this 
come, Firſt, to try their fincerity, whether their 
hearts would ſerve them to give ro good uſes, 

though by this it appears, they can have no afſu- 

rance of. raiſing any laſting ' monument to their 
namesthereby. ' Or, Secondly, totry their Faith, 
whether they would caſt thetr bread, as upon the 
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water, ſo upon the fire, asit were, (or that which 
mayealily be burnt) in-hope to find it after many 
dayes. But the probableſt reaſon of all is, that 
it came to prove and exerciſe their Charity, and 
to call upon them (ſo many'asare able ): to ».ke 
to themſeives friends of 'the 1Azmmon f unrighteou(= 
neſs, that when they fail, they may be received into 
everlafting bal itatiens. Why ſhould the poor. be al- 
wayes maintained by an old ſtock of Charity? Why 
ſhould not this Age be as charitable as formerAges 
were? Thoush many be poor at this time, yet all 
are not, yea, there are many rich, though not 
comparative tothe number of ſuch as are poor, 
nor have rich men ever more to do, than when 
there are moſt poor. ' Poor men think it a bleſſed 
thinz to receive; : but Carift hath told them, - It is 
yet a more. bleſſed thing to give. The Italians 
when they begge, uſe-to ſay to them of whom 
they begge,, Pray be good to your ſelves. 

, As much as-tniquity . doth abound, I will not 
believe, unleſle I fee it, that Charity is grown ſo 
cold, that amonstt: all the rich men that are in 
England, Nobles, Gentlemen, and others, there 
will not be: found enough'to. repair that breach 
which thefire hath made upon the poor Hoſpitals, 
and the revenues, formerly. belonging to them. 
You know, { or,'if 1 thought you did not, I can 
tell you) where-and whence you may defanlk e- 
nough to rear up-thoſe Structures again as large 
| and fair as before,(thoush one of them was fome- 
times the Pallace-of a Prince, even Bridewell it's 
ſelf ) and to indow:them-as-liberally as ever, | and 
not to mifle what you have partedwith, when you 
have done. Think how much extraordinary it'uſeth 
to Colt you every year upon your luſts, one'or more. 
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One mans Drunkennefle coſts bimi:an - hnndred 
pounds in a 'yeat extraordinary ,” another mans 
Uncleannefle twice ſo much, a third mans Game- 
ing. no lefle, and" for it 'is like :tojdo from” year 
to year ; Yea. poflibly: ſome :men: have: ſpent, 
as much of their © time upon: one luſt, as wonld 
have built an Hofpicall: Now. as God faith , 
that he w #'d famijſh al: the Pods of the Heathen; 
ſo do you famiſh thoſe lults which' you have 'ido- 
lized, cut off thoſe right hands; that they may 
graſp no more of your moneyy7 for time ro come; 
and letthe poor receiveit in their itexd. Is it not 
better lending; to the Evrd , that givins to the 
Devil>Why will you. buy repentance-fo dear,when 
you might put your money tofo much better ſes? 
Some that have-fatlen into very hamnons fins, have 
built; Hoſpitals, for the relief of thea?” own Con- 
ſciences. vIE HG G0 
God: may pleaſe'itaſeave you tothe ſame fins, 
and foextort that out' of yon; bythe fame-means, 
if it will not come freely. Some, though free 
from, notorious vices, yet do' matlifeltly exceed in 
diets and inapparel.\What if you ſhould (leffen 
your: Table by one or two diſhesevery-day 2? What: - 
if:you ſhould ſpare ſomething of that ſupe:fluons 
colt, which you uſe to give yourſelves in'every gar- 
ment; and reſolving {o to do, ſhould contribute 
All that, to the rebnilding and reindowins the con- 
famed Hoſpitals, which, you reckon, that good- 
husbandry wonld fave you every: year © What if 
Gentlemen ſhould keep fewer hounds and hawks, 
or none at all, in order to'ſo good awork ? Yea, 
What if yau ſhould put two horſes lsfle into your 
Coaches, which had wont to be drawn with four 
or {ix?. You may think yourſelves at liberty in 
D-} this 
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this caſe, but pardon me, . if I think you are bound. 
It is not matter of choice, but duty, toMiniſter to 


theneceſſitiesof others;our:of our ſuperfluities,and 


to their extremities, out of our very conveniences. 
He, that is.unmercifull or uacharitable, is alſo un- 
juſt, becauſe, he doth not uſe the talent,wherewith 
his Lord hath intruſted him , for thoſe ends for 
which it was put into his hands: He doth not ful- 
fill the juſt will of the Donor : Let it never be ſaid, 
that God gave you Eftates to.do good with , but 
you ſpent them upon your lufts, that you can find 
ſo many pounds,or hundredsof pounds,to conſume 
in Taverns and TipplingHauſes, ſo much treaſure 
wherewith -to keep Mitſtrefles. ( otherwiſe called 
whores ) ſo much gold and-ſilver, wherewith ts 
treaſure u p ta,gourſelves wrath againſt the day of wrath, 
but. nothingp wherewithal to rebuild, or help for- 
ward the rebuiJdins of ruinated Hoſpitals. 

Break, off. your ſens, by repentance , and your ini- 
quities. by ſhewing mercy to the poor, as Dan'el ſaid 
to Nebachadnezzar.. All the good you do lincere- 
iy will be your. own another day : Therefore ſaid 
Panl, Phil. 4\ 17,1 defire fruit that may abound to 
Jour account. The ſame Apoſtle, ſpeaking of. the 
Churches of -Hacedonia, ſaith, That their deep po- 
verty had abounded to the riches of ther liberality, 
2 C.r. 8, 2. and, Shall not your riches amount to 
as mach as did their poverty? Chriſt became porr 
to make u5r1ch: and, Shatt we think much to be 
ſomewhat lefle rich, that we may relieve thoſe 
that are extreamly poor.? Look not to receive, 
that joyfull Sentence from Chriſt, Come ye bleſſed, 
&c. . unlefle he may ſay of you, For you ſaw me 
hungry and fed me ; naked, and clothed me, reaning 
his Members, which are himſelf, myſtically ; (fo 


the 
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the Church is called Chriſt. ) Letnot the aſhes 
of, ſometimes greatly uſefull , Hoſpitals cry to 
Heaven, againſt your want of bowels, He that hath _ 
this worlds goods, and ſhetteth mp his bowels againſt 
thoſe that are_in want, How dpelleth the love of Gd 
in him? The worſe uſes, that any have formerly 
put their money ro, the greater obligarian lies 
upon them to put it to good uſes 7 as they are 
called ) for time to come. Not onely the ill 
gettins of money calls for extraordinary charity 
(which made Zacchens fay, The one half of my E- 
ftate { give to the poor.) but alſo, our having ill 
ſpert it, in times paſt; for it is with money as 
with time , by how: much the worſe we fpent it 
formerly, byſo much the better, we ſhould ſpend 
it for the future. Princes have laid theſe foun- 
dations, and. will.it not be an honour, for Sub- 
Jeas to build upon them ? your work may poſ- 
 fibly and hundreds of years ('as ſome of thoſe 
houſes, yet in being., have done ) whereas theirs 
is fallen to the ground. Ina word, next unto the 
honor of building a Temple for Gods houſe (as 
Solomon did,and David was ambitious to have done) 
is that of -building a houſe for Gods Temples , 
 andſuch are all trne believers, how poor and mean 
ſoever. | 


MEDITATION KXI. 
7pon the Burning of Publick, Halls. 


E any think thoſe Halls were built meerly for 
feaſtins and entertainment ( or at the moſt but 
for pompe ) they are much deceived. Certainly, 
they were both intended and improved to higher 
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and better uſes. All great Bodies and Societies 
of men muſt needs, for order fake, be'divided and 
ſubdivided. So Armies;are divided into ſeveral 
Regiments ; Reziments, into ſeveral Troopes or 
Companies : ſo Navies divide themſelves into [e- 
veral Squadrons. Upon the ſame accompr, the 
Citizens of Londen, being a great Body of Tra- 
ders, and thoſe of ſeverall Profefſions ; it was but 
neceſſary, they ſhould be parcelled into ſeveral 
Companies, having each of them their peculiar 
Officers, which made them as it werean entire bo- 
dy by thernſelves , fitted with head and members 
of all ſorts, the reſpetive Maſters being , as it 
were, the head, the ſubordinate Officers, the E(- 
ſential parts, and the ordinary members the inte- 
gral. Both decency and: conveniency require, 
there ſhould be a handſome place, .for each of 
thoſe Societies to meet in; which was, as it were, 
a little Parliament Houſe belonging to them, in 
which the Repreſentatives of each Company (1 
mean their Officers ) did meer” together to con- 
ſule and Parley, what might be for the good of 
the whole. Here the grievances of each Society 
( falling within their cognizance ) where com- 
plained of and redrefſed. Here they adviſed. and 
agreed together what to do, and what to petition 
their Superiors for , that might be for the benefic 
of their reſpective trades and Profeſſions, how they 
might prevent encroachments and abuſes, how 
they might maintain their priviledges, how they 
might take all ;advantages, for the beſt improve- 
ment of their reſpe&tive Trades. In all of theſe 
a common ſtock was kept on foot, and carefully 
lookt after, for divers needful purpoſes ; as name- 


ly, for the relief of ſuch of their own Society, as 
og | | ſhould 
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ſhould-fall to-decay, for helping young: begin- 
.ners who bad 'little- to ſet up withg and might 
there borrow: upon good ſecurity, for-1improving | 
the |Eitates of Widowes (as m the Book-ſellers 
Company:):and for many other good ipurpoſes; 
one of whichy Schollars. ought never to ferget, and 
that is for- ecouragimns young Students, by libe- 
rall exhibitions wherewith to increaſe their main- 
tainance 'at' the Univerhty.. There were ih ſeve- 
rall Halls, though not in-each of them, Stocks go- 
ins: for all-theſe- purpofes ( and it 1s like for ma- 
.ny more j which may: ſufficiently evidence, that 
they were places of great uſe'; which, I- mention 
to ſhew, what cauſe we bave-to bewail tlie ioffe of 
them. To'ſay, they were-moſt of them noble Stru- 
ures, even. thoſe that; d:dbelons *to the mea- 
.ner Trades '( as; who: ſhould fay, they afſemed 
lome grandeurto themſelves, - as they were a $0- 
ciety, whatfoever their: condition might be {.ns- 
ly and apart )! Or, 'to-fav, that the meeting. :0- 
gether, of ithe members: of thote Companies, in 
their ſeverall Halls, upon. many 'preatifolemni- 
tes, was 'gprobable- means to increalte love and 
friendſhip-amonsſ them, were to defcendto low- 
er coniderations about them, then Thave yet ta- 
ken notice:of ( and yet thoſe things are not al- 
together \contemptible ) and therefore I ſcarce 
care to mention them;. But put all: I have ſaid, 
together ( though poſſibly I know not half the vſes 
they were put to.) it will appear a doleful thing, 
that they were burnt, andthart, in their deſtrueti- 
on, we loit, not onely great Splendor, but great 
conventierces, heips, and advantages, and that in 
ſeveral kinds. If men. did. there decree righteous 
things amonsit themſelves ( as I hope they Cid ) 
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I know no Crime thoſe places were chargeable 
with, unleſs it were too much Feaſting : which, the 
ſadneſs of Times, for many years paſt, might putan 
aggravation upon :: And, if that were all their 
rime, I ſee, how neceflary it is, to ſhun, not only 
oreater, bat alſo lefler {ins, which may expoſe Pla- 
ces; and, if Places , Why not Perſons alſo to ruin 
and deſtruQion. | 
One Hall there was. of ſomething a different 
uſe from the reſt, and of greater ſpendor, Gzi/d- 
Hall 1 mean; in which,one Anthor tells me,no leſs 
than nine. ſeveral Courts had wont to be kept 3 
whereof , one was called, The Curt of Conſcience : 
If any of the reſt did not deſerve the ſame name, 


( which I cannot charge: ) thoſe, or that which - 


did not, ſhould be lookt upon as the Acar's, which 
troubled that place, and brought a curſe upon it, 
One ſenner deſtroyeth much good, faith Solumon,Ecclef. 
9.18.What then may not an unrighteous Court do, 
which conlifts of many finner?When I conſider the 
Largenels, the Strength, and yet the Antiquity, the 
MajeſRty,and-the daily-Uſefulneſs of that ſame G#i/d- 
Hall, methinks it is not enough to weep over the 
Ruines of it : As firm as it ſtood, it was founded no 
leſs than upward of 360 years agoe ; and, to ſee 
it confounded , (as I may call it) in one day, 
Whoſe heart would it not cauſe to bleed? Other 
Halls were like Parliament-Houſes, to particular 
Companies ; but this, to the whole City : where 
the Aſſembling together of the Lord Mayor, Al- 
dermen, and Common-Councill, had ſome reſem- 
blance of a King, Lords, and Commons. There 
ſeemed to be an awfulneſs in the very place ; me- 
thinks it had a Majeſtick look with it ; and ſuch, as 
made the Magiſtrates there canvened ( though ve- 
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ry venerable in themſelves) yet ſomething mare 


conſiderable than they would have appeared elſe- 
where. It yas ſurely that place, which did more 
contribyte to make London look like it ſelf (that is, 
like the Head-City of theſe three Kingdomes)than 
any ohe Strucure thereunto belonging. London had 
not been its ſelf, if it had loſt nothins Þut that one 
Hall:I wonder, That all the Wiſe Fleads, that were 
concerned in it, could not fave that ately Hall, 
(our Exg/i/h-Capitol, as-I may call it) irom burn- 
ing: Methinks it ſpeaks our Provocations-high , 
that wg haye {inned away ſo great an Ornament, {o 
vaſt an Accommodation as that Hall was ; and, to 
think, that almoſt all the reſt are gone witi it, 
mighr make our foynts tremble, and our knees [23/8 
together, as Belſhazzar's did, when he ſaw tae h2nd- 
zriting upon the wall. ] fee there is no buildings cer- 
tainly durable, but that, which Pan! ſpeaks of , 
2 Cor.5. I+ and, Lord, let that be mjne ( as well 
as his, ) That building of God, that houſe not made 


with hands, eternal in the heavens. 
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MEDITATION XII. 


Of the Bur ing of Puzlick Schoolsy 'as Pauls School, 
and other. | 


F Learning taking it's leave of England ? Is that 
L Sun about to ſer. jn our Hor:z5n? that Schollars 
have received two ſuch terrible blow?Young ones 
have loft their Schools ; andy both young and old 
have loſt their Books : Nevertheleſ!, for ever Re- 
nowned be Reverend Door Colet, and the reſt of 
the Founders and Benefattors of all thofe noble 
Free-Schools that now lie in the duft ; I fay, Los 
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their Memory be ever precious, though their Gift 


hath not continued ſo lons, as they and we did 


hope it might. . Yet, the youngelt of the three 
Publick-Schools, that are now demol:ſhed (viz.that 
which was founded by the Aerchant-T aylwvs) had 
laſted above a hundred years; and the eldett of the 
three. (viz, Paw!'s) half as long again, and many 
Centuries more they misht have ſtood, had not 
this fire br>ugat them to an untimely end. Tcan- 


not bu: muſe to what a plunge Parents are now 


Puts © get good Schools ror their Children, / efpe- 
cially thoſe, who canaot endure their Children 
ſhould live ata dittance from them ) conliderins, 
that honeſt and able School-malters are but here 


and there to be found. A good School- maſter 


muſt, in rhe firft place, be a good man : Itisto a 
wonder what notice Children will take of their 
Maſter's Religion, and what a laſting impreſſion 
thac will make upon them3 and how apt they are 
to take after them, becauſe of the veneration they 
have for them.  If- their Mafters be profane, they 
think they have leave to be fo, and ſhonld not 
take upon them to be more religious than they. 
A Maſter muft conlider , that his Scholars have 
ſouls to ſave, as well as minds to informs. and he js 
not to be truſted with Youth that will not conſider 
it. Nextly, A Sood Maſter mult be a good Scho- 
lar, (at leait wiſe for ſome kind of Learning ) a 

good Grammarian, a good Linguiſt ; and one, 

that is not only ſo himſelf, but alſo able to make 

others ſuch, that is,one that knows how,in an ealie 

and familiar way, to communicate Knowledoe to 

Children, to make hard things plain, &c. He muſt 

be Aidexli3s (as the Apoſtle faith, a Miniſter 

ſhould be) that is, Apt to teach, 

| Again, 
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Again, A good Maſter muſt be a wiſe man , no 
antick, no mimmick ( as too many are, which 
hatl: made the word Pedant and Pedantical to ſound 
very ridiculouſly, though the work of a good 
School-maſter be very honourable). Wiſe he 


ought to be, that he may ſet his Scholars the Ex- 


ample of a wiſe behavior, and teach Children to 
carry themſelves like Men; whereas, ſome ſeem to 
learn of their Scholars to carry themſelves like 
Children, that is, Conceiptedly, Humorſomely, 
Phantaſtically. It requires no ſmall Wiſedom, to | 
judge of the difterent parts and tempers of Chil- 
dren, where their excellency lies, whether in Me- 


- Mory, or Invention, or otherwiſe, that they may 


put them npon thoſe pieces of Learning, in which 
they are like moſt of all toexcell : and whileſt 
they find them to have an excellency in one kind, 
work upon that, and bear with their defects in an- 
other kind. He may have a great Memory, that 
hath but mean Fancy: he may be long in retain- 
ins, who is flow in getting things into his me- 
mory; one can make his exerciſe of a ſudden, as 
well as if he had more time; another can do 
nothing of a ſudden, but, give him time enough, 
and he will perform it excellently, and better than 
he that was quick at it. 

How many Maſters commit great errors,for want 
of being able to judge of theſe things, like unskil- 
ful Riders, that either think a horſe good for no- 
thing becauſe he cannot amible well, though he 
bave an excellent and an ealie trot; or keep him 
wholly to'his pace, though he do but ſhaiftte at it, 
and can'/neyer be made to do otherwiſe : whereas 
he would trot as faſt as could be delired, and as 


well as any horſe can. do, if they would but = 
| Wim 
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him leave. The Scholar's Scholar-craft; ( as I 
may call it) inhumoring his hdmorſome Maſter: 
che Parent's great bounty to the Maſter; and his 
creat aftection to fuch his Scholars, upon thoſe two 
accounts, makes too many partial and injudicious 
Matters, Cry up the pregnancy of thoſe Scholars 
that little deſerve it, and ſo vice v4r(#. And ought 
not Maſters to be wiſe therefote alſo, that they 
may be able- to judge of the diſpoſition of their 
Scholars, whether fair means or fowl is like to 
do moſt good upon them , whether feat or ſhame 
will moft prevail with them, whether emulation 
or correttion will moſt ſpur them on. A word 
of two will do- more- with ſotne Children, than | 
many blows with otherss where Balſomes will 
ferve the tarn, it is folly to apply Cauſticks and 
Corrofives', which, it is 'to be feared, ſome 
Maſters do for want of judgment. Moreover, wiſe 
and fage Admonitions are of great uſe to Chil- 
dren; and therefore; it is needful , their Miſter 
ſhoz1d be a wiſe man, tliat he may be able to diſ- 
penfe them Let me add, A Mafter had need be 
furniſhed with Wiſedom, to govern and conceal 
his own weak humors and paffions ( as there are 
many that abound with fach ) for that the difcove- 
ry thereof,is like Noah's uncovering his nakedneſs, 
in the fishit of his Children, which expoſed him to 
their contempt, and made ſome ef them to ſin : 
And Matters that give way to ſuch humors, are like 
unſound Nurſes that give ſack; who make the Chil- 
dren that draw cheir Breafts as unwhotſome as 
themſelves; and fill them, as they ſay, with evil hn- 
mours. 1 might add, That a Maſter fhotld be no 
conceited man, not one that thinks himſelf a good 
Philoſopher, becauſe he is a good Philologer; - 
the 
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the wiſeft.man in. the Nation, becauſe he is the 
wiſeſt perſon in the School. : He that is a Man a- 
mongſt Children,may be but a Child amongttMen. 
I kad not mentioned this, but that I have obſerved 
ſome School-maſters, to have brought an 1ll report, 
both: upon themſelves and their Profeſſion, by 
ſeeming as wiſe in their own eyes, as they could be 
in the eyes of their boyes, who oftimes think, that 
tio man knows ſo much as doth their Maſter, as if 
. ' they were proud of that high opinion, which their 
Scholars have of them, and did reſt in the judg- 
ment of Children ( who ſcarce know the right 
hand from the left, ) as if it were infallible. 

Laſtly, To fay nothing of that diligence and la- 
| boriouſneſs that ought to be in School-maſters, I 

ſhall only add, that they-ought not to be either too 
milde or ſevere, neither like that Beam, which 
Jayleer (as it is in the Fable) gave to the Frogs 
or their Kins : Which alwayes lying ſtill, when 
they were uſed to it a while, they leapt and plaid 
upon it : Nor yet like that Stork, which was af- 
terwards ſent amonsſt them, when they delired a 
more aRive Prince, whoſe cruelty made them wiſh 
for their Beam again. He, that is over-mild, is 
like to do little good upon ſorhe children ; bur, he 
that is over-harſh, may doa great deal of hurt. I 
read, As 19.9. of the School of one Tyrannm : I 
wiſh there were no more Schools that did deſerye 
the ſathe name. We hear but of one Tyrannical 
Emperor that became a School-maſter before he 
died ; but, Are there not many School-maſtefs 
that domineer, and exerciſe ſeverity like Tyran- 
nical Emperors, or Imperial Tyrants? Now, if 
the character 1 have given of a good School-maſter 
.be a Digrefsion; yer, it may prove a —_— one, if 

arents 
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Parents will thereby be :direRed in the choice of 
Matters for their Children, or Maſters: that are 
Suilry of any of the-forementioned faults, would 
thereby be prevailed with-to amend..;- - | 

But poſſibly, what I have ſaid about School-ma- 
ſters, is no: Digreſſion, conlidering, that if thoſe 
Maſters that were fired.out of London, | were men of 
ſuch a g00d CharaQter, as I have given of a good 
School-maſter, it .informeth us what cauſe we have 
to bewail the {ofſe -of them, and of thoſe Schools 
which might have. invited and incouraged a ſuc- 
ceftion of ſuch worthy. . Maſters as themſelves. 
This poor Lads little lay to heart ( as being igno- 
rant of what is for their $o00d ); yea pos{ibly, what 
throuch dread of their Maſters,disafte&tion to their 
Books, and, love of their Play, they are even glad 
their Schoolsare burnt; ſo incident it is to. humane 
nature, to rejoyce in any little good to it's ſelf : 
yea, towiſh for it, though 1t be brought to paſſe 
by unſpeakably more hurtand prejudice to others; 
being glad, when their own eggs. are roaſted, 
though it be by that fire, that conſumes the houſes 
of other men, Yet I wonder not, at the evil that 
proceeds from degenerate men, much lefſe from 
Children: but, O Lord, I rather wonder at Thy 
ſelf, Why. thou didit ſuffer the Foxes to ſpoil thoſe 
Vines (the Fire, I mean, which came like Samy- 
ſun's Foxes, with fire-brands in their Tails, con- 


' ſumins thoſe Noble Schools, as they did. the Ph1-, 


liſtim's Corn, ) conliderins , that thoſe Vines had 


tender Grapes, Cant. 2.15. But I would anſwer 
my ſelf with this: Schools had their {ins as well as. 
other places, which were more and greater than a - 


Maſter's rod could puniſh. Yea, Maſters them- 


ſelves had deſerved CorreQion, and who but Sx 
| ſelt 


i 


Paſſages of the Iate dreadful Fire. 65 | 


ſelf ſhould give it them? But oh,that theſe uſeful 
Stracures Might not alwayes lie in the duſt, bur 
that Piety and Charity might rebuild what Sin hath 
pull'd down. Doubtlefle, this Age hath many 
men init, as able to build Free- Schools, as Reve- 
rend Colet , and ſome other Founders werez and 
why ſhould they not be as willing. If Parenrs want 
00d Schools for their Children, they will hardly 
come to any thing whilſt they live: (For, the errors 
of the firſt Concottion, as Phylicians obſerve, can- 
not be corrected by the ſecond or third). Schools, 
like Stomachs, make. the firſt Digeſtion, which if 
naught, will ſpoil all the reſt. Let me-conjure 
men of Eſtates, eſpecially thoſe that have no Chil- 
dren, or if Children ſach* as are unworthy, I ſay, 
let me conjure yon, by the regard you have to the 
honour of God, to the renown of the Engliſh Na- 
tion, to the increaſe of Knowledse, to the happi- 
neſle of Church and State, ( the chief Officers and 
Miniſters whereof, uſe to receive their firſt rudi- 
ments and ſeaſoning in publick Schools) liberally 
to contribute to the re-buiiding of thoſe noble 
Schools, which the late. fire hath deprived us of; 
yea, doit yourſelves, as ſome have done before 
you, if. you have wherewithall : And when that 
1s-done, ſet up your Statnes by thoſe of the anci- 
ent Founders, and appear together like Caſtor and 
Pollux at Sea, .which is accounted an Omen of 
good. Take your choice of four ſorts of good 
works , which may beſt ſuit with your tempers. 
If you are ſevere Cato's, help ro re-buikl Bride- 
xell, where naughty Perſons may receive Correcti- 
on, and be made to work -: If. you are devoted to 
the Service of God, help to re-edifie Churches : 


If to works of Mercy, contribute towards the 
| E railin:, 


railing up of demoliſhed Hoſpitals : But, if you 

are friends to Learning, and to all the other three, 

do what in you lieth, to reſtore Publick-ſchools to 

their former Slory; in which, Vice may be cor- 

rected, Mercy ſhewed to poor mens Children, 

and Religion. promoted, by preparing Youth, to 
e, in time,ſeryiceable to the Church. 


— 


MEDITATION XIII 
{/pon the Burning of Tombsy and Graves, and dead 


Bodies that were buried therein. 
V Here is reſt to be had;either for the quick 
or dead, in this World ? where may men 

be quiet and ſecure, if they cannot be ſo in their 
very Graves? One would have thonga:, nothing 
would have pluckt them from the horns of that 
Altar 3 But,the fire hath done it : That fie, which 
robb'd the Spittles , Hath it not alſo robb'd the 
Worms, and taken the meat out of their mouths ? 
We expetted , thoſ? Bodies would have turned 
Worms-meat and duſt; bur, in ſtead thereof, they 
are burnt to aſhes. So Fob, ſpeaking of the grave, 
Job. 3.17. T here the weery are at reſt : So they are in 
 oneſenſe, but not alwayes ſo in another. The righ- 
recus mans grave is called his bed, {/2.57.2. T hey 
foall reſt in their beds. How many dead bodies then 
were burnt in their beds? and, ſo might many 11- 
vin? ones have been, if God had not been more 
merciful. Now, the fire hath turned many dead 
bodies to aſhes : could thoſe aſhes (as ſome others) 
be made into slafſe, which, they fay, is the laſt re- 
ſolution that bodies can undergo ( Vitrificatio eſt 
#'tima reſulatio;) yet would the ReſurreRion mu 
tem 
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them out , and not loſe one grain belonging £0 
them. We read, that Ai/a/om had reared up 4 
Pillar, or flately Sepulchre for himſelf, to preſerve 
his name, becauſe he had no children; but, it 


went by the name of Aſalow's Place, or empty- 


Monument ( Keyoregroy ) as 7Tremelilins renders it 
in the Margint; becauſe he never ( for ought we 
read ) came to lie in it, but was buried in a pit in a 
wood, with 2 heap of flones caſt upon him, 2 Sam. 18. 
18. .So, in that great City, there were many that 
had provided noble burying-places for themſelves, 
againſt the time they ſhould be gathered to their 
fathers - yea, and they were poſſeſſed of them, 
( which A-[zlom never was of his : ) but, How 
ſhort a time had ſome of their bodies lain in thoſe 
coſtly Sepalchres, before the fire came and turned 


them out of poſſeſsion ; or rather deſtroyed both 


their Carcaſſes and their ftately Monuments ! 

I ſee, how vain a thing it is, for men to have 
their Names, and Titles, and Encominms, graven 
upon Marble-Stones in Golden Letters, and fet up 
in Churches : How ealily they may be deceived , 
that think, with A&/z/om, out of thoſe ſtones, to 
raiſe up to themſelves (I cannot fay children) - 
but a Memorial in lien of Children. Every body 
will not believe all the Epitaphs they find infcri- 
bed upon thoſe Monuments-Stones can lie and not 
bluſh: Bar, beſides that, if men were prone to be- 
lieve all they read upon Tombs and Monuments , 
How ſoon may thoſe Characters be ſo defaced and 
obliterated , as that they cannot be read? And, 
look how Abſalom was buried under a heap of 
ſtones, in ſtead of beins laid in that fately Pillar, 
or Pyramid, which he had built for that purpoſe * 
SO,arenot many at this day covered, but as it were 
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- with a heapof ſtones, who had provided themſelves 
of ſtately: Sepulchres 3 thoſe Sepulchres of theirs 
being by the fice converted» bur into a rude and 
formleſs heaps of (tones : She ereted a more du- 
rable Monument for her ſelf, who did. but p:#r owt 
a box of precious ointment u2on the head of | Chriſt , 
Matt. 26.17. for, Chriſt hath ſaid, #hereſoever the 
Goſpe! ſhall bz preached in the whole wor'd, there ſhall 
this be told for a memorial of her, How little doth 
it ſignifie , that our Names be writren upon the 
Earth, or upon any part of it ? Is it not all in all, 
that our Names are written in the Book of Life ? 
I ſee, there is no reckoning upon thoſe things 
which men leave behind them when they die z 
therefore hear, and receive it as 4 voice from hea- 
ven, that which the Spirit ſaith, Rev. 14.1 3. Bleſ- 
ſed are the dead which die in the Lord, and their works 
do follow them. 


Cu—_— 


MEDIT ATION XIF, 


{\pon the Burning of Writings as Bills, Bonds, Evi- 
" dences, &C. 


Ow many had nothins to ſhow for all the 

Money they had lent out; for all the Debts 
that were owing them, upon any accompt : yea , 
for all their Intereſt in Lands and Houſes, to a 
great value 3 but only certain Papers, or Parch- 
ments, called Bonds, Shop-Books, Deeds, Convei- 
ances, Leaſes, &c. Writings are the moſt compen- 


dious Treaſure in, and of the whole World : Of 


ſo many (ingle Sheets of Parchment, may it not be 
ſaid by ſome, This is my Money, ( all T have in the 
World;) that is my Houſe; that is my Land ; this is 

my 
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my Inheritance; that is my Jointer 3 this is my Pa” 
tent for ſuch an Office, or for ſuch a Dignity 3 th!s 
is my Diſcharge, for ſo much Money that I hav< 


oY OSS 


disburſed for ſuch and fuch)} this is my Account,for 


ſo many thouſands that I have been intruſted with - 
Oh the vaſt concernment of ſuch Papers and 
Parchments as theſe } What had not many rather 
have loſt than theſe ? How many were honeſt and 
juſt inall their Accompts, who now want'an op- 
portunity to make it appear they were ſo? (and, 
Doth not that wound them ſorely > ) How many 
dealt falſely and fraudulently in the rruſt that was 
committed to them, and that cannot be proved 
neither ? Doleful fire! that harh made honeſt men 
mourn, and knaves rejoyce. With what colt and 
care were many of thoſe Writinss drawn up at 
firft? How oft were the owners at Counſel about 
them ? and,With how much circumſpectnefs was 
every Clauſe pat in ? but, Did the fire make any 
more of them then if they had been ſo much waſte 
paper ? Deeds and Conveiances were no More to 
thoſe flames than chips, and ſtraw, and ſtubble : 
How light is.chat Tenure, by which men do hold 


and enjoy all their Earthly Poffefions ? How ſoon 


may that, which ſhoutd defend their title, be ſtoin, 
or: burnt, or otherwiſe loſt 2 and then, How liable 
are they to be claimed by thoſe that have no right ? 
Was there ever ſach'a plucking up of Incloſures 
as this,whereby'the Eftates of many are, as it were, 
laid common, that is, obnoxious unto being inva- 
ded, and over-run by them that will. 

It is well, a Chriſtians evidences for heaven are 
not ſo uncertain : Tt is true, that coppy of them 
which is within his own breaſt, may be loſt, or miſ- 


ling, at leaſtwiſe for a time; but-then there is a 
counter-part 


Fo Media 

counter-part of them kept in heaven, which can 
neyer be loſt : for , The foundation of God ſtands 
fare , and. he knoweth who are his. It is bappy for 
us that uncertain things are thoſe of leſs value ; 
but, that thoſe things which are moft valuable, 
; (though indeed only they) may be aſcertained and 
inſured in heavenly things. Sad was the loſs of 
Writings, as they were Evidences of mens Eitates; 
but, methinks more ſad, as they were the Vouchers 
of mens honeſty: or, if by this meanes, either 
honeſt men become ſuſpeRted, or, thoſe that have 
been otherwiſe cannot be deteted and diſcover- 
ed: But.; methinks , where alwayes heretofore 


found faithful, it is but equal to admit no jealoulie 


of them upon this occalion. No doubt, but he,that 
was faithful till the fire, will be faithfull after it, 
and not be worſe for that Purgatory ( if I may ſo 
call it.) O Lord, Art not thou he that .didit find 
out a way to acquit thoſe chaft Women that were 
ſuſpeted of Adultery, Namv.5.289% Art not thou 
he who didſt furniſh Sotommn with wiſdam , to 
know which was the true Mother of the living 
child, to which two Women laid an equal claim, 
x Kings 3 * Art not thou he that did{t direct 
Qneen Emma; and others to paſſe the hot plow- 
ſhares bare-foot and blind-fold, without hurtins 
her ſelf; when, by that ardent-faire, proof was to 
be made of her unſpotted chaſtity? Clear. up, I 
beſeech thee-,zthe integrity of thy innocent fer- 
vants., whoſe Accompts and Acquittances this fire 
hath deſtroyed * bur, as for others, ſearch out- 
taetr wickedne's tit» thou find none; or, as thou 
fatdſt, thou wouldit ſearch Ferafalem with candles, 
Zeph. 1. 12, What work hath this burnins of 
Writings madefor greedy Lawyers ? What a har- 
yelt 
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veſt are they like to have by that means? One fire» 


I doubt , will beget another, viz. that of endleſs 
contention , and Law-ſuits: Now the fire hath 
gotten mens Vintage 3 I wiſh, unjuſt Claimers on 
one hand, and Lawyers on the other, do not ſweep 
away their Gleanings: They are newly leapt out 
of the fire, and, Muſt they preſently come into the 
frying-pan? Can the wiſdom of our Governors 
find out no way whereby to prevent vexatious 
Suits, that will otherwiſe ariſe upon this'occaſion, 
to preſerve the rights of honeſt men , now their 
Writings are gone ; and, to prevent the unjuſt 
claims'of thoſe that are diſhoneſt 2 If ever Magi- 
ſtrates needed a Prieſt ( one, or more) to ask 
Counſel for them, after the Judgment of rim, 
before the Lord, Num). 27.20. ( as Eleazrr did 
for Jo/b4:,) now is the time. Howſoever , thou, 
O Lord, who girdeft up the wrath of men ( or ſo 
much of it as will not turn to thy praiſe) vouchſafe 
to put ſuch a reſtraint upon the ſpirits of men, 
that thoſe, who were half-undone by the fire, may 
not be utterly ſo, either by mercileſs Lawyers, or 
by unrighteons Adverfaries , and unjuft Claim- 
ers. | 
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MEDITATION XV. 


Upon the Burning of Saint Pauls Charch : the uncon= 
ſumed Body of Biſhop Brabrook. 


Hs long was this goodly Cathedral in buil- 
ding?How leaſurely didit proceed? Infomuch 

that it became a Proverb, when men did any thins 
flowly, Thar: they made Pas/s-work of it : But ſo 
did not the fire, when it came to deſiroy it, but 
E 4 conſumed 
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conſumed itpreſently, as if it had been but Jonas 
his gourd, which ſprang up in a night. Dying 
Perſons are oft-times very reſtleſs, they ſhift from 
one fide of their beds to the other, and talk much 
of removing to other places. So, have I obſer- 
ved, this noble Strucure, not long before its fatal 
period, to haveſhifted often. Firſt it was a Church, 
then a Stable ( as ſome were pleaſed to make it ) 
within theſe few years ( but the argument was 
far fetchrt, if, they think, that becauſe Chriſt him- 
ſelf did ſometimes lie in a Stable and ina Man- 
cer, that therefore, one and the ſame place might 
well ſerve, both for brutiſh and for ſacred uſes ) 
Otherwhile ( if not at the very ſame time ) it was 
made aCourt of Guard ( without any intention, 
as I believe, to make it an Emblem of the Church 
Militant, or to-exhibit any other religious myſte- 
ry.) And then of late, it wheel'd about again to 
its Primitive uſe, to be a place appropriated to 
Divine Worſhip. Few expected it would con- 
tinue Jong a Stable, or a Court of Guard (for 
great alienations, like ſtrong ſticks that are much 
bent, do quickly ftart back again ) but, when it 
became once more a Church, they that contider- 
ed it had flood aboye five hundred years, from its 
firſt Erection ( yea,and Conflagration , which lat- 
ter was in 10597. after which it was ſoon built 
again, and did obſerve it ;to bearits years well, 
(as if it were at moſt but of a middle age ) ſaw 
no caſe to Co1bt, but it might laſt as much lon- 


Ser. Butalas! How were they deceived ? and 


How was its deſtruQion atrthe very door! Sure- 
ly Papitts are deceived, in thinking Crucifixes to 
carry a ſafeguard and proteaion with them, con- 
| tjdering, that this Cathedral was built in the f- 
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cure ofa Croſs, and yet, when Fi:e did approach, 
had no relief by it. It had beer a comfortable 
ſight , to have beheld the firſt exeion of that 
ſtately Church , {conlidering the Scituation and 
Dedication of it, that whereas before, in the fame 
place, ſtood a, Temple Dedicated to. Dizna ( and 
as is ſuppoſed, a Wood and Grove about it, devo- 
ted to her uſe) there was then another in the 
room of it ; the name whereof might ſpeak the 
place alienated from heatheniſm to Chriſtianity , 
from the ſervice of a falſe goddefle, to the ſer- 
vice of the true God, and of his Son Jeſ#s Chriſt. 
Twice hath that famous Structure been fired be- _ 
fore ( at leaſtwiſe part of it) both times by light- 
ning, and thereunto expoſed by the tranſcendent 
height of its Steeple. One' of thoſe -times it 
burnt a great part of the City of Zd0n ( it 1 
miſtake not;) and now, the City , by a kind of 
unintended retaliation hath hejipt to burn it. 
Great pity it is to ſee ſo noble a bnilding in the 
duſt, and yet it is likely ſome will but little pity it , 
if not rejoyce in the ruins of it ( eſpecially its 
diſaffeted neigkhbours,whoſe houſes that had wont 
tolean tothe lides of it ( like Vines climbing up- 
on a wall Yhad at leaſtwiſe received ſentence to be 

ulled down.) But ſhould not men regard the 
onor of their Nation, whatſoever became of 
private intereſts ? 

One ſtrange and remarkable paſſage that did re- 
late to thisCathedral,I cannot but refle& upon,viz., 
The unheard of continuance of a certain dead Bo- 
dy, wiz. the Body of one Dr. Brayl[rock, ſome- 
times Biſhop of Londun, and Lord Chancellor of 
England, which was there interred above two hnn- 


dred years ago, and, as ſeyeral thathave ſeen it do 
_ inform, 


inform, was taken up lince this fire, and found to 


retain much of it's manly ſhape, and moſt of it's 


external parts, to the amazement of ſuch as beheld 
it, and did withall believe it to be indeed the'Bo- 
dy of the ſaid Biſhop. T ſhall not diſpute, whether 
the dignity of his Perſon, as he was ſometimes a 
Biſhop, or as he was ſometimes Lord Chancellor, 
or as he was both at once, were that which did con- 
ſign over his Body to ſo long an incorruption, (as 
if Corruption and Worms had been afraid to 
claim kindred of him, as of others) : bur, I think, 
rather than either, that this came to paſſe ro ſhew 
the power of God, as to preſerving Bodies from 
Corruption in the Grave, as well as thoſe of the 
three Children, from being conſumed in the fiery 
- Furnace; and that of Daniel, from beins deyoured 
by the Lions, when he was in their Den. 

But whilft this paflage miniftreth great wonder 
to all that ſee and hear of it, What is himſelf the 
better for it? For, had his Body been eaten by 
Cannibals, thoſe Cannibals by Fiſhes, thoſe Fiſhes 
afterwards by Men, thoſe Men by Worms, yet, 
ſhould it have been brought forth as perfeR; at the 
Reſurreion of the Dead, as now itis; yea, as 
it was then, when it was fir committed to the 
Grave. > 

Now, as for re-building ' of that Cathedral, 
when I conlider, how many Sons that Mother hath 
had, who in all Ages have been as kind and boun- 
tiful to her, as could be delired; I doubt not, but 


the ſame principles and affetions which led them 


_ toitin her proſperity, will prevail with them ro 

be the ſame, now ſhe lieth in the duſt; commiſe- 
ration towards her, and conſideration of the ho-- 
nour of England, ſtepping in as further incentives 


thereunto. 
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Paſſages of the late dreadful Fire. 5 
therennto. May England (if the will of God be 
ſo) enjoy fo much peace and plenty, and all the 
living Temples of God be ſo well provided for, 
that none may grudge that coft and charge, which 
is neceflary to re-building Churches; not onely 
ſuch, and ſo many, as may ſerve for-indiſpenſa- 
ble uſe, but neither that alſo , which may rear 
up others, 'not only for uſe, but ſuch as may be 
alſo, an outward honour and ornament both to the 
Church and Nation. 


mm 
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MEDITATION XVL 


 Htpon the Viſitlencſſe of Gods Hand in the Deſtrubtion 
of London. 2 


T is a great diſpute, amongft many people, whe- 
ther men ( one or more) had any hand, from 
firſt to laſt, in the burning of London. They that 
are for the affirmative, think they have much rea= 
fon on their fide, becauſe one was', by Order of 
Law, executed upon that account; and the proof 
againſt him, no lefſe than his own Confeſfion 
( both in publick and private ) tn which he lons 
perlifted, though he knew full well the danger of - 
it. Now,who but a mad man, would confeſs himſelf 
Suilty, of ſo hainous and odious a crime which he 
had never committed? And on the other hand, 
had he been mad, his Judge and Jury wanted not 
wiſedom and diligence ſnffcient, by one means or 
other, to diſcover it : neither had they ſo liitle 
Juſtice and Conſcience, as to have convidted'and 
condemned him, for ought he had ſaid againſt 
himſelf, if it had been evident to them, he had 
not been himſelf, or, as they call it, Hentrs Come 
| Pore 


os. Moreover, fay they, This muſt needs have 

en done, either by Over-ſight, or by Treache- 
ry, or by Miracle. We hear not of the leaſt um- 
brage of any over-ight, or careleſſneſſe in any of 
the Family where the fire began , ( which doubt- 
lefle hath been narrowly lookt into ): ſo that if we 
reject the ſecond , we muſt reſt in the third, viz. 
That it was done by.a miraculous, that is, by an 
immediate Hand of Heaven, which, ſince the time 
that miracles have generally ceaſed, ſeems far leſs 
probable , than it js, that | that ſhould be true, 
which a man, that,for ought could be made appear, 
was in his right wits, did confeſle againſt his own 


life. 


But grant it were ſo, that the firſt fireing of any 


part of Zondon,. were wilfully done, by that mis 
ſerable Wretch, who took it upon himſelf and was 
executed for it , Will it follow from thence , that 
the Hand of God was notvilible upon it? Yea, all 
things conlidered, if Phararh's Magicians had been 
then alive and preſent, they would have ſaid, This 
was the Finger of God, as they ſaid in another caſe, 
when it was nndeniable. For, firſt of all, Who 
but the great God, withheld Rain for ſo many 
weeks before, and ſent ſo great a Drought, as did 
make the houſes ready to take fire, like ſomuch 
Tinder? Who brought the wind out of his Trea- 
ſures, and made it blow ſo fiercely for ſeveral days 
together, as if it had been on purpoſe to augment 
and ſpread thoſe flames like mighty bellows? Who 
that had begun that fire, could foreſee the wind 
would continue fo long to carry on his work, 
and not ſuffer thoſe flames to be extingniſhed as 
other fires have been? Who dried up the Sprinss, 
that when men came to dig for water in ſeverall 

| Streets, 
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Streets, little could be had, where uſed to be 
plenty at other times? By whoſe Providence came 
It to paſſe, that the Engines, which uſed to be ſer= 
yiceable in ſuch caſes, were at that time, moſt ef 
them out of kelter, and unfit for uſe? Who took 
away ſpirit and courage from men, that they were 
at that time (above all the reſt) like filly Doves 
without heart, and,contrary to their uſuall manner, 
did generally apply themſelvs, not to extinguiſhing 
the fire, but unto removing their goods, ( even 
ſuch as were competently remote ) as if they had 
Siven all for loſt at the firſt daſh. Who hid coun- 
ſell from mens eyes, that ſo obvious and effe&tu- 
all a way,as that of Blowing up of houſes to ſtop the 
Increaſe of fire, was not ſooner thought of > Or, 
if it were, that it was no ſooner put in Execution? 
I fay, Who bat the great God did all theſe things? 
. Who cauſed the fire to burn fiercely, as well a- 
Sainſt tne wind as with it? Diſown Providence 1n 
this, and you will diſown it every where. If 
there were ſomethins of the hand of -man in._ 
- , doubtleſſe, there was more of the hand of- 
od. 

Bat yet, more do they intitle the Providence of 
God to this fire, who ſeem confident, there was 
nothins of Treachery or Delign init. For, if 
they think it came in an ordinary way (but unin- 
tendedly ); things that ſo happen, are in Scripture 
more eſpecially put upon God's account. It is 
ſaid of him that killed a man accidentally, and 
without any purpoſe ſo todo, that God had delive- 
red him into his hands, Exod. 21.1% Moreover, 
when things that come by accident, or, without 
humane contrivance , ſo fall out, as if all things 


had been laid and prepared tor ſuch a porey h 
uc 
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ſach' caſes the Divine Proyidence is moſt viſible 
and conſpicuous. Now [manifett it is, that if a 
Councill of Jeſuits had laid their heads together, 
how they might burn Z:ndon to the ground, 
they could not have choſen, either a fitter time, 
or place. . Not a fitter time , in reſpe& of the 
great Drought that had been, and wind that then 
was; nor yet afitter place, conliderins: rhe vici- 


Nity of it, tothe great magazine of Combuſtible 


Materials,.to wit, Pitch, Tar, Oils, Hemp, and 
Powder it's ſelf: ( viz. Thames-ſtreet }). More- 
over, how near was it to the Water-houſes, the 
burning down of which places , was juſt like a 
ſubtle Enemy his ſeizins upon ſome conliderable 
Forts, which might otherwiſe ſtand in his way , 
and obſtru& his deſign. It makes me think of 
what is ſpoken, Pſal. 78.50. how that God did 
anche a way to his anger, as if he would have nothing 
to hinder the paſlage of it : And, upon the whole, 
I cannot but recount thoſe words of God, by his 
Prophet, to the Jews, Jer. 18, 11. Behold, I frame 
evil againſt you, and dev;ſe adevice agzinſt you : for 
methinks it apppeareth like a DeitruRion wiſely 
framed and deviſed. 

Bat, as for ſuch, as think it.came neither by 
Treachery,nor by Caſualty,they muſt needs aſcribe 
it to meer Providence, and to nothins elſe; not 
onely to God, but to God alone, like the burn- 
ins of Nezdzb and Abihs, or, of Sodow and Gomor- 
r:h. So that, let men derive the pedigree of this 
fire whence they will (as there are three conje- 
tures about it ) they cannot exclude the Provi- 
dence of God from having ſignally appeared in it. 
It is a (lign the great God is not aſhamed of what he 


hath done, and that he cares not who knows it : 
For, 
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For, how ealie had it been for him, to have con- 
trived the burning of Lendon 'in ſuch a way y as 
that bimſelf might ſcarce have been ſeen in it, 
that men would generally bave thought, it had been 
the hand of Man, and not of God, any more than 
every thing elſe is : But now, methinks it is, as if 
the SreatGod had ſaid, If any man ask, Who ſet 
L9don on fire? let the Circumſtances tell them, It 
was I, that did it. | 
Surely,ſomethins is the matter, that God ſhould, 

as it were, glory, in making known, that he it was 
that ſet Z5ndon on fire : Was it not-to ſhow, that 
he had a Controverlie with us ? Might it not be 
alſo, leſt his governins of the World ſhould be 
called in queſtion, if ſo great a thing ſhould have 
hapned, to all appearance, by meer chance and 
fortune 2 Was it not alſo to make us ſtoop, and ſub- 
mit to ſo great a loſs, upon fuch an accomprt, as 
David did, when he ſaid , [ held my peace, becauſe 
thou Lord didſt it : Or, Might it not be allo, totell 
ns, That he challengeth to himſelf juſt Power and 
Authority, to burn up great Cities at his pleaſure ; 
and , Who ſhall ſay unto him, what doeft thou? As 
Lebanon is faid, not to be ſufficient for him to burn; 
ſo neither was London more ' than ſufficient : O 
London, Diſdain not to fall by that hand by which 
thou art fallen : It was not that poor Miſcreant , 
that ended his dayes at 7 ybarn, thatdid, or could, 
by his own power deſtroy thee ( though poſsibly 
he may be ſomewhere Canonized for the Saint 
that did it.) IF God had not fi | dried thee, he, 
and a hundred more, could never have burnt thee - 
If he kindled the fire, it would have gone out 
again , if God had not blowed the coal : It was 
be that faith, Behold, I ſhake heaven and earth : __ 
e 
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- he that can'take hold of the Pillars of the Univerſe; 
and tumble it down when he pleaſeth : It is he, that 
.in procefſe of time, will ſerve the whole - World 
_ as be ſerved thee : Itwas he, I ſay, that bid thee 
come down and lie1n the duſt. Humble thy ſelf 
under his mighty hand; He can raiſe thee. up a- 
Sain, -and mike thee a Princeſſe among the Nations, 
when Paris: and Rome may chance to lie in 
Aſhes. | 
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MEDITATION XVIL 


Hpen the Iurning of the Seſſions-honſe in the O[d- 
Baily. 


V Hat a rebuke is it to the Cenſoriouſneſſe 
V of men , who are ready to charse Lon- 
din with greater ſins than other places are guilty 
of, becauſe this great Judgment fell upon it. I ſay, 
what a rebuke is it to them, to behold the moſt e- 
minent ſeat of Juſtice in all thoſe parts, conſumed 
by the ſame fire? Who dare, or who truly can, 
in this caſe, apply thoſe words of Sol: 929m, Eccleſs 
2.16. [ ſaw under the Sun the place of Tudgment 
that Wickedneſſe was there, and the place of Kighteouſ- 
neſſe that Iniquity was there ? For amidſt all the 
complaints of men about other matters, and-par- 
ticalar diſtaſtes they have taken at particular per- 
ſons or paſſages, I do not know that man, that 
will deny, that there is as much of Law and Con- 
ſcience to be found amongſt the Reverend Judges, 
which are at this day, as amongſt the Judges of 
any Time and Age whatſoever : The conlidera- 
tion whereof, may be no ſmall comfort to the 


poor Citizens, whoſe difhicult Caſes, relating 
: ' the 
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the fire are like to lie in their breaſts, and be ſub- 
jected t o their wiſe determination ( which, I hope, 
will be ſuch , as may abundantly confirm that 
honourable CharaRer, which I think, but juſtice 
to give concerning them). 

Yet was that honourable and moſt eminent 
vlace of their Seſſions, within the City burnt a- 
mongſt the reft. How commodtous ' was that 
place for their work ;for that ir was ſcituate near 
to the great Den of Theeves, and Receptacle of 
Felons : ( Newgate I mean ) it being requilite, 
that Juſtice and Sin ſhould not dwell far aſunder, 
but, that the former ſhould, as it were, tread up- 
On the heels of the latter. From thence had ma- 
ny MalefaRors received {entence to be deſerved- 
ly executed, but now the place 1tſeif, which for 
what cauſe we know not ) .had received an unex- 
peed ſentence in heaven, had it executed accor- 
dinsly, and came to an untimely end, yer vad it 
ſtood fo lons, as to acquire the name of Old, being 
called the Old=Baily , and as one Author thinks, 
was a Court of Juſtice, for ſome purpoſes above 
three hundred years lince, vz. in theyear I 356; 
And what more than Old or very Old can be at- 
tributed to any Creature upon earth, in point of 
duration, none of which, in this world, ſhall be 
perpetual ( for that is more than the world it ſelf 
ſhall be.) The Apoſtle telling us, that all theſe 
things ſhall be diflolved. When places of Jultice- 
are deſtroyed , perhaps MalefaQors wilſfrejoyce , 
(though they have little cauſe; for change of 
place will no whit mitigate their puniſhment )but 
all true and honeſt men will be forry. May there 
nere 'want aplace, in which-to try and arraign 


MalefaRors ( in cafe there be avtiy ſuch ) but much 
; F ra- 
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82 Meditations upon all the Remarkable 
rather* do I wiſh, there might no more be a- 
ny MalefaQors deſerving to be tried. 


l— 
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MEDITATION. XVIII. 


pen the Gates and Priſons of London, that were 
burnt, | 


Oncernins thoſe, that uſe an after care, and 
provide too late, our Proverb is, That nhen 

the Steed is ſtolen, they ſhut the Stable door ; but the 
fire, when it had ftollen the Steed, I mean de- 
Rroyed the City, flung open the jGates , or ra- 
ther demoliſhed and ruinated ſeverall of them. 
( Gates without a City b2ing as in{ignificant, and 
to as little purpoſe, as a City without Gates is 
unſafe.) Yet had thoſe Gates. been ſtanding, 
which are not ( I mean inftrensthand perfe&ion) 
it might have carried a good Omen and Preſage 
with it, as if they had been left to enclofe and 
ſecure a City, which ſhould afterwards be built 
( though there were ſcarcely any for them to 
ſecure at preſent ; ) but we truſt through divine 
goodneſs, the ſame thing will be done ( but with 
more charge ) without chat Omen. No man can 
. tell where deſiruQion will begin or where it will 
make an end, for that ſometimes it makes an end,, 
where uſually it begins, Deſtruction uſually aſ- 
ſaults the Gates of a City firſt, and then the City it 
ſelf; the loſs of the Gates doth generally prove the 
Holins of the City : but, in this caſe, the loſing of 
the City firſt, proyed the loſs of the Gates at laſt : . 
The fire went out of the Ciry by the Gates, but it 
came not in that way. There are famons Gates 
for Death and Miſery to enter in by, which are all 
we 
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we look at, generally ; and , if they be but ſhut, 
 wethink our ſelves ſecure ; (alaſs! but too ſecure 
are we in one ſenſe, for thinking fo,) (ith Death 
and Mifery have ſo-many fecret in-lets which we 
know not of 3 and can make a way, where they 
ſcarce find any. We thought, if London had been 
deftroyed, (as now it is, ) it muſt have been by 
ſome powerful enemy , vilibly entring in at its 
Gates; bur, little did we think of what one ſpake 
in another caſe; That, there was #yÞov 73 xaxdy, 
ſome ſach inviſible evils, or enemies within us, 
as were ſufficient to deſtroy it in this faſhion: Alas! 
When can we conclude our ſelves ſate in this 
World? 

Belides that great Ornament which thoſe ately 
Gates, that were burnt, added to the City, and the 
great Defence which they afforded thereunto, (as 
to enemies from without, ) Were they not alſo 
very ſerviceable, as they were the fitteſt places, in 
reference to their impregnable ſtrength, whereof 
* to make Goales and Priſons ; ( neither are there 
any Houſes more neceſlary than they, ) ſo lons as 
there are many lewd People, waom no other pla- 
ces but ſuch can keep within compalſs3 for whom 
Priſons are as needful, as Chimneys are for fire : 


*_ .--.which, ſet at liberty , would put all into a flame : 
' ©» -But now came an unexpeRed Goal-delivery, ber- 


© ter to many poor Priſoners, than they looked for : 
- - but, to Capital-Offenders not fo good, as it is like, 
- - they. did hope it would have proved. When no- 
' toxious Felons heard of this, probably they did 
« ©9pe, it would break open the doors of their ſeve- 
ral Priſons, and ſet them free : but, ail they got by 
it, was, only a Newet-N:wzate, or to bz removed 
from one Goal to another : But, poor Men, that 
| F 2 | were 
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were infor Debt only, as in Lud-gate, &c. poſsi- 


bly they were in a pannick-fear* they ſhould have 
been burnt in the Priſons where they were, not 


knowins how to make an eſcape : But, if I miſtake 


not, they were releaſed in the time of the fire, - 


which had left but room enough for Offenders of 
a higher nature: So was the Proverb verified , 
that; Tt 7s an #!-Wind that b'owes n1 lody any good : 
$9 was the Fire more merciful to them than their 
Creditors : ſo were their fears converted into 
joy. Ts ir not worth mentionins, How that Can- 
nibal-fire did firſt roaſt, ' and then devour thoſe 
Quarters of human fleſh, which ' upon thoſe Gates 
were expoſed to the Fowls of the Air 3 robbing 
them of their prey, and burying them in rhe duſt 
much ſooner rhan was expetted : Now may it be 
ſfaidg 'That the Gates of London, as of old, That the 
Gates of Sjoz did mourn. VVe little thought 
the time had been ſo near, when the Security of 
London ſhould not conlift ſo much in its Gares and 
VValls, (TI fay, its Security , as from a forraign 
Enemy : for, Nu'lus ad amiſſas ibit opes, ) as in its 
un-enviable Ruins and Pove ty. 


— — 
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MEDITATION XIX. 
t'prn the Confl;grati n of the Univerſe, 


T is evident by Scripture, that the Heavens and 
the earth (which are now) are reſerved unto fire 
egainſt the dry of Tudgement, 2 Pet.3.7. And, That 
in the d:ryof Gd (as it is called,) the heavens, being 
on fire, ſhall be diſſolved:; and the elements ſhall melt 
with fervert heat,Verſ. 12. Ter,the heavens ſhall paſſe 
aw-:y with a gre 't noiſe; thee7:b alſes and the 9+ Bo 
that 
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that are thereef ſhall be barnt u>, Verſ. 10. Some 
think, that fire ſhall :only retine, and purifie, not 
conſume. and deftroy. : Bur, betides that the .ex-_ 
preflions of -the heavens their bring diffo/ved,” cn1 
paſcing away ; and 'that of the earth; 1ts being: lurnt 
#p, ſeem ro import . more, than a bare purifying 
of both, or-either of them, ; Why ſhould we think 
the World it ſelf ſhould lait,:when all the Inhabi- 
tants of it ſhall be removed into another: World > 
Surely , the World will be of no further uſe, when 
there ſhall be no-one Man 0: Woman to Inhabit it, 
and 'to adore God in, and for it :: God made the 
World for Mans uſe, and therefore will unmake it 
again, when Man: hath: no turthes -ufe for it; (as 
Men uſe-to pull down Tents, when-they have no 
further occation. for-them.) The World is: bat 
Gods Nurſfery,.:( facira thing E-ntean"as Gardeners 
uſe to:call by tharmahie, ) from whence he means 
ta tranſplant all therthereifers; ' and; when that is 
done, he will-pull zlown his fences, and letit run 
to ruin: Yea, he will lett-in fire as a wild Bore, 
that fhall deſtroy it: Whofoever believes that 
God made the World, cannot but think he is able 
to 'deftroy it; forithat 5t ſeems much eaſter of the 
two, fo bring ſomethins to notiiins, than to brins 
ſomething-ont of nothins. What a ſolemn time 
will that be, when the wliole world ſhall be in 
flames? What a: petty, puny fire. was that which 


burnt up London, to that which ſhall. conſume the 


whole world 2 For what was Londin to England ? 
What is England, in compariſon of all the Earth ? 
Or what is the whole Earth, in compariſon of the 
Globe of Heayen, which conſifts of innumerable 
Stars, ſome one of which, is far bigger than the 


ſurface of the whole Earth? Surely, the fiering of 
F 3 | one 


86 Meditations upo; all the Remarkable 
one City; was but a blaze, to what the burning of 
the whole Fabrick of Heaven and Earth will be. 
We have ſeen great things, in reference to this 
Fire, ſach as our Fathers never.faw; but theſe are 
nothing, to what, both we, and they- ſhall-ſee at 
the Great Day. Though I cannot conceive, what 
kind of fire it ſhould be, that might be able to diſ- 
ſolve the Heavens and melt the Elements 3 yet will 
I believe the matter of things contained in Scrip- 
ture, though I cannot reach the' manner , how 
ſuch things ſhould be. He that can withhold fire 
from conſuming - that which is in it's ſelf Com- 
buſtible, can make thoſe things Combultible, 
which, in their own nature are not ſo, or rather, 
can inable fire to conſume them. - God, by ſetting 
fire upon the whole World, will let us ſee, He can 
ſpare it. 'He'is Confcions to his own power, that 
he can make another World- when he pleaſeth, 
yea, as many Worlds as now there are Stars.. .He 


was infinitely happy before he 'made the World, 


(which,in compariſon of Himſelf was bur of yeſter- 
day, for what is fix thouſand years to Eternity?) and 
He will Be ſtill, when the world ſhall be no more. 
He was Light to himſelf, when, as yet, there were 
no.Sun, Moon, and Stars; yea,he'was Light it's ſelf, 
fo he is, and fo he will be, when all thoſe lighrs 
ſhall be put out. We cannot betrer afford, to 
burn a Ruſh-candle till we have burnt it out, ( or, 
W.1En that is done, mile it lefſe) than he can, to 
burn vp the San it's ſelf and to disfurnith all che 
Stars of their borrowed light. 

God looks upon this world, as that which is too. 
Sood for wicked men alwayes to enjoy, but nor 
Sood enough for his Children alwayes to continue 
in ( Of zhom the worid is not worthy , Heb. 11.) 

44 | | and 
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and ſo being not fit,to be the eternal Manſion,either 
of the one,or of the other,hath reſolved, that when 
it hath ferved to- the end, for which it was made, 
it ſhall be burnt : His Friends ſhall have better 
Manſions, his Enemies ſhall not have ſo good : 
How. ſoon the Conflagration of the World ſhall 
be, Who can tell? God prefixed the time in which 
be: would deſtroy the fartt World, viz. within a 
hundred and twenty. years after warnings given, 
but hath not done ſo by this. Of that day and howr 
knows no man; no, not the Son of man ( viz. as man./} 
It may be nearer at hand, than we are aware of : 
The ends of the world ſeem to be upon us :; If 
Saint John, and others contemporary with him, 
called the time wherein they lived, The l-ſt time, 
1 John2.18. Heb. 1, 2, 2 Pet. 3. *. What may 
this be called? . Well might the Pfalmiſt fay, This 
their way is their foliy,of them, whoſe inward thought 
was, that their Houſe and Lands ſhould continue 
for ever, Pſalm 49. 11, whereas, alas, the world 
it ſelf ſhall not do ſo. Were they ſecure, that were 
told, The world ſhould be drowned , at the end 
of a hundred and twenty, years, and would not re- 
gard3 and are not we, that know the world ſhall 
be burnt, and that, for ought we know, within 
half that time, or leſs, and yet are not afteRed 
with it? Ought not the very thoughts of that 
bnraing, to be as a fiery Chariot, . to convey our 
minds from earth to heaven? Oughr it not to 
quench our affetions to the world, as one heat 
puts out another ; ſo the heat of the Sun puts ont 
the Fire. I obferve Saint Peter to ſay, that The 
earth and the works that are theredf,, ſpall be burnt, by . 
which, T ſuppoſe, he means the works of Art (be- 


cauſe he ſpeaks of none of the works of beaven, 
| F 4 which 
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which are all natural) ſuch as are, ftrong Towers, 


ſtately Pallaces, famous Cities , and ſach like. 
Now the day in which that ſhall be done (faith he). 


ſhall comeliſſhn the w5r1d as a thief in the night, that is, 
ſuddenly,;and unexpeRedly.Nor know I, whar bet- 
ter uſe can be made of the doarine of the Worlds 
incended Deftruion by fire, than that which we 
read, 2 Pet. 3.11, Seeing then, that all theſe things 
ſhall be diſſolved, What manner of perfons ought we' to 
b ', in all holy converſation and godlineſs 2 - : 


— 


P EEE 


MEDITATION. XX. 
pon the Fire of Hell. 


V © PHo can think on the late dreadfull fire 
without ſome ſerious refletions on the 
more dreadful fire of hell > If that Tophet which 
is ſpoken of, //z. 3o. 33. be the ſame with Hell, 
methinks the deſcription of it is ſuch, as doth not 
a little agree with our late fire, The pile thereof 
(faith the Prophet) is much wood, the breath of the 
Lord, like a ſtream of brimſtone, doth kindle it, Was 
not the pile of our late fire much wood, of Chur- 
ches, Houſes, and other StruQures? and did not 
the wind (which may be called the breath of the 
Lord) fo kindle it, or rather, increaſe it, as if 
it had been a mighty ſtream of Brimſtone poured 
in upon it? 'Some are not more hard to believe 
there is a Hell (a Lake that burneth with fire and 
brimitone, which is, The ſecond death) than they 
would have been, to believe, that any ſuch fre, 
ſhould, or could have fallen upon London, as that 
which lately did. If more dreadful things than 
we could imagine, do happen unforetold, ( _ 
| | ate 
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late Judgement for one-)z Why ſhould we think 
thoſe incredible , which , the Scripture plainly 
. ſpeaks of, though they. far-tranſcend our imagina- 
tion, and what we ſhould otherwiſe expect? - No- 

thing can make the burning of London, and the 
miſery attending it, ſeem ſmall, but, to conlider 
the fire of Hell,. and the miſery of the damned : 
and that conlidered, this doth even vaniſh and dif- 
appear before it. For, What is a fire of four days 
continuance, : to that which ſhail latt more millions 
of millions of Ages, than there are minutes 4n the 
ſpace of. four dayes and nights? Or, What 1s a 
fire, preying upon Houſes and Goods, to that, 
which ſhall prey upon Bodies and Souls ; as Chriſt 
hath commanded us, to Feir him, whocyncft cul 
and body into bell, If. one Soul be (as -ir:1s ) more 
worth than many worlds, - how much lefle ts one 
City wofth than many:thouſand ſouls/?; -Neither 1s 
Hel an nncompounded torment, conlifting of fire 
onely; but there are other ingred:ents,: to make 
the miſery of 'it more unſufferable :- 7 here is the 
worm that ſha! never die, there is the darkneſſe that 
ſball never end. There is tie heat of fire to Tor- 
ment, butnot:the light of fire to Refreſh. Oh the 
demerit of lin, that,fire, which of it's ſelf is fo in- 
tolerable a torment, ſhould not be thought ſufh- 
cient to puniſh-it! Shall I dread fire alone (ſuch 
as that which befell the City) and ſhall I not dread 
more ſcorching flames than thoſe, accompanied 
with a gnawing worm and a perpetual night? I can 
heartily ſay with that good man, Hic ere, hic 
ſeca,” Dominez (ed in ateruum parce, Here, O Lord, 
cut and burn, and do what thou wilt with me; 
onely ſpare in Eternity. May the conlideration 
of Hell-fire, not onely deterr me from lin, = 
Do” alfa 


go Aeditations upon all the Remarkable 
| alſo kindle love to Chrift within me , who is 
therefore called Jeſus, becauſe he ſhall ſave his 
people from the wrath to come. 


—— 
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MEDITATION XX1. 
Unon the coming of that moſt dreadful fire in ſo Ido- 


liz:t a year, as 1666, 
V Hen will men give over groundlefſe pro- 
phecying? When will they learn, not to 
be wiſe above what is. written ? . Did 'nor Chriſt 
ſay to his Diſciples, {t is not for You to know the 
times and ſeaſons, which the Father hath put in his 
own hands. One ſaid, That an Itch of diſputing was 
in his time, the ſcab of the Church,and in our time, 
 anltch of prophecying hath been the fame thing. 
Accordins to the manifold-prophelies, which have 
been concerning'it,-66.fhould have been a year of 
Fubi/ces I had almoſt faid a time of the Reſtitution of 
all things, but, alas! Whilſt men lookt for light, be- 
hold darkneſs, whilit they cried Peace,peace,srea- 
ter deſtruction then ever,was coming upon them. It 
is ſaid, that Ged hath ſet one over agzinſt the other to 
the end that man ſhou!d find nothing after him, Eccleſ. 
7. 14. If it be the slory of God to conceal a mater 
(as the Scripture faith, it is / why will men pretend 
to know what. God intends to do? Who can rell, 
what the womb of a day, much more of a year will 
bring forth? If women that are with child know 
not what they go with, whether male or female, 
wiſe or fooliſh, who can tell what is in the wotab of 
Providence? Such as pretend to foreknow future 
contingencies, are not more admired for their wiſ- 
dom before the time be expired, than they are pſu- 


ally 
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ally condemned for their: folly and: preſumption, 
whenthe event proves otherwiſe. Weread'in Jer.” 
23. 28. There mere prophets of the deceit of their own 
hearts. V'V hich cauſe the people to forget the name of 
God by the dreams , which they tell every one to his 
neighbour. Thereforesfaith God, The prophet which 
hath a dream, let him tell a dream, and the- that hath 
my word let him ſpeak my word faithfully:#V hat is the 
chaff to the wheat > We ſay proverbially, Old Birds 
cannot be caught with chaff, yer a great” mavy are 
with ſuch chaff as the prophet” ſpeaks" of, meaning 
falſe Prediions: many of which ſhould by right 
have beenwritten in Hebrew CharaRers, for that 
the event ſhews they were tobe read backwards, 
like the 'preſages of Almanack-makers concerning 
weather, who frequently'tell ns, it 'will be' fair 
rar it/proves foul, and foul when it proves very 
Air. © > _ | | 
The Devil himfelf is more tender of his- credit 
than many'men havebin'of theirs: for it was always 
his manner to deliver Oracles in Ambiguous ex- 
preſſions; that,whatſoever the event were, he might 
not be charged with fatſhood ; whereas men (that 
know leſs) havewentas'd: to ſpeak as plainly and 
pofitively - as could be, touching things to come, 
which falling out quite contrary have filled their 
faces with: ſhame. TF-that had been the worlk, it 
had been no great matter: - but, alas! 'men have not 
only wounded their own reputations by their da- 
ring falſe prophelies, but by accuſtoming them- 
ſelves and others, to believe and disbelieve again, 
have greatly propagated Atheiſm in the world, and 
made the abuſed credality of many to end in in- 
fidelity, ' They that have been often deceived, be- 
come always jealous, and uſe to fay, Alas} whom 

| Or 
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or what can we'truſt Though there be no reaſon in 
the world that men ſhould. ſuſpe& the Word of 
God becauſe. they have been fruſtrated by the 
dreams of men; I cannot deny but that there are 
and have been ſtrong impreſſions from God. upon 
the minds of ſome men concerning future. things, 
but,as the Apoſtle ſaith in another caſe, Haſt thou 
faith,have' it to thy ſelf before God: ſo in this caſe 
thought they themſelves cannot but believe the 
things which are ſo imprefled upon them, yet let 
them keep that faith to themſelves, and not expect 
others ſhonl[d believe the ſame things, unleſs by 
miracles they could prove themſelves to be Pro- 
phets ſent: of God; or till ſuch time as the event 
ſhall ſhew,they were not miſtaken. A prophelie 
may indeed and in truth-{fignifie much to him that 
utters it, which yet may lignifie nothing at: all to 
them that hear it, becauſe he may have received it 
from God, whereas others have received: it but 
from himfelf. As to all the-prophecies concerning 
great, good things,which ſhould. befall England in 
Sixty lix, be it to themſelves upon what grounds 

they have had ſuch expeRations; ſure I am,nothing 

bath yet appeared that looks- like- a fulfilling of 
them,though -the year be almoſt expired. - He that 

foretold that Czſar- ſhould die upon ſuch a day, 

C(ir ſending;him word the day was come, and he 


it was not paſt8 $one,and die he did upon that day; 
So ſome it may be will tell us that Sixty (ix is come, 
and far ſpent, but not quite- paſt and gone. "Tis 
very true, andiſo lons as one day .or honr of that 
year laſts, let tnem lengthen out their hopes. -If it 
produce what they have foretold, I ſhall nat envy 
them the honor of proving true Prophets; buc-if i 
| | = 
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end as it ;hath begun, and held on hitherto, give 
me leave to' ſay, that meer humane Predictions 
touching future Contingencies ought never to be 
truſted more. and that the fruſtrations of Sixty ſix, 
ſho:1d aboliſh or prevent the credulitie of all 
after-ages. | 

There is a Text or two, which I ſuppoſe, many 
do build upon, who have great regard to humane 
prophelies. We read, ſay they, that the Secret of 

the Lird 1s with them that fear him, Pſalm 25. 14. 
But that muſt not be underſtood, as if God did 
make them that fear him acquainted with all his 
Secrets : for it is ſaid of Chriſt himſelf, conſidered 
as man,that Of that day and hoxr, ſpeaking of the 
day of Judgment, knows not the ſon of man him- 
ſelf. Moreover, ſay they, in Amos 3. 7. it is 
written, Sarely the Lord will do nothing, but he re- 
wealeth his ſecrets unto his ſervants the Prophets. Yea, 
but where are ſuch Prophets to-be found in theſe 
dayes as were in thoſe, viz. Approved of God a- 
mongſt men by miracles, ſigns, and wonders, as is 
faid of Chritt, 4X 2. 22 ? Doth not Experience 
ſhew, that the Gift of prophecying ( as thereby is 
meant the infallible predicting of things) is either 
wholly, or for the moſt part at an end, as well as 
ſeveral other Gifts, which were intended but for 
the infancy of the Church : If it be ſaid, that it is 
written, [n the laſt dayes, your young men ſhall ſee 
viſions, and your old men ſhall dream dreams, your 
ſons and daughters ſhall propheſie , it is evident, 
from As 3. 16. that that was fulfilled in the A- 
poſttes time : for,ſaith Peter, when the Holy Ghoſt 
was poured out upon the Diſciples, when they 
were filled with the Holy Ghoſt and ſpake with 0- 
ther Tongues, This is that which was ſpoken by Joel 

wi 
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will poure out. my ſpirit upon all fleſh, and they ſhall 
propheſie, &&c. But, it is further ſaid, that the pre- 
di&tions of fome good men, have come to paſſe, 
they have bit right ( as they call ict). That may 
be too, and yet ſuch as they may be no Prophers 
to ns, that is, no ſuch Prophets'as we are bound to 
believe, till. the Event have declared, that they 
themſelves were not deceived. : It may not be al- 
wayes from Divine Revelation, that men prophelie 
rightly concerning things to come : A man may 
draw a Bow at an adventure, and ſhoot at random, 
and yet happen to hit the mark, though he thar 
ſhall do fo, will mifſe it- much oftner, Now, as 


one ſaith, en mind when prediftions bit, not when © 


they miſſe » and that is the reaſon, they give fo 
much heed to them : Whereas indeed , as in 
predicting of weather , when it ſhall be fair, 
and when it ſhall be fowl; ſo in other things, 
though- menſpeak but what comes next it is almoſt 
as hard to be alwayes out, as it 1s to be alwayes 
right. 

How fain would I prevail with men not to lean 
upon the broken Reed of uncertain Prophecies? 
Fhereon, if a man lean, it will go into his hand and 
pierce him ( as was ſaid of Egypt) 1/a.36.6. Pierce 
you they will, more wayes than one 3 as namely, 
With ſhame, when you. ſee your:confidence diſap- 
pointed : With ſorrow, when you ſee your hopes 
fruſtrated: With reproach, when others ſhall de- 
ride you,and ſay,Is this the good time you lookt for? 
Is this the Deliverance you expe&ed ? What now is 
become of all your Prophecies,touching what would 
be ſich and ſuch a year ? All this Reproach you 
might ſave, if you would believe no more than 


what the Scripture warrants you to believe : 
| Where 
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'Where doth that ſpeak of the glorious things that 
ſhall be inthe year 1666? or, give you to expect 
more from that, than from any other: year? Are 
not Divine-Promiſes ſufficient for your comfort, 
unleſs you eake them out with human Prophecies, 
( as the Papiſts do the Counſels of Scripture, with 
the Traditions of men: ) It is well, if ſome do not 
derive more. comfort from fallible Predictions , 
than from the infallible Word. Is not the Name of 
the Lord a ffrong Tower ? Why then will you be- 
take your ſelves to a refwge of lies? It is enough for 
poor deluded Fews to be alwayes comforting them- 
ſelves with one vain Prophecy or other, ( as they 
are obſerved to be ſeldom without : ): but, it is be- 
low Chriſtians foto do , who have a ſure Ward of 
Prophecy ; which they ſhonjd take heed to, as to 4 , 
light ſhining in a dark, place. Be confident, Faith, 
and. Credulity are very different things : The firſt 
builds upon a Rock 3 the laſt upon Quick-ſands. 
Believe , but be not Credulous ; many credulous 
people make many falſe Prophets, ( as they ſay 
Receivers make Thieves: ) There will never want 
people to make Prophelies , ſo long as there are 
enough to entertain them, and to truſt upon them, 
Jer. 5.31. T he Prophets propheſie falſely,and the People 
live to have” it ſcoe There are too many, that ſay in 
their hearts , Si popnulu wait decigi decipietur : Tf 
People will. be deceived , they ſhall. Many ſmall 
Prophets, in this, and other ages, ſeem Merchant- 
adventurers for a little credit ; They will be the 
Authors of. a PrediQion right or wrong ; it is fit it 
be pleaſins, whether it be true or no : If it come 
to paſs, they ſhall have a great deal of credit by it ; 

. and, in the mean time, it makes them to be ſome- 
what more taken notice of; and, if it be ig” 
they 


they are not the firſtthat were miſtaken, there have 
been, and are many falſe Prophets befides them 
ſelves : When ſhall I'fee men fo modeft, as to tell 
their uncertain Predictions, as their Dreams, not 
as heavenly DiRates ;in-their own names, and not 
in the Name of God, ſaying, Thus faith the Lyrd: 
but rather;My mind bodes me ſo-gnd ſo; Thus faith 
my imasination,and I cannot withſtandit. At leaft- 
wiſe-when ſhall-I ſee others ſo wiſe as to hearken 
to them, only as ſuch, and upon no other account 
till experience haye . proved: them to be more 
than fo. It is time-enough to believe a humane 
Prophetie when you ſee it fulfilled; and you pay it 
a ſufficient refpeR, if, in the mean time, you 
ſuſpend your judgment, and forbear to cenſure jt. 
O Sixty-ſix! Thou center of human Prophetlies ! 
Thon Ocean, into which all the Rivers of Conjeq- 
ural Prediions did run } IfI hve to ſee thee end, 
as thon haſt continued hitherto; for thy ſake, if 
for nothing elſe ( yet, upon other conliderati- 
ons too , ) if men will find confidence to make a 
thouſand Prophecies, no wayes countenanced by 
Scripture, I ſhall not find Faith to believe one of 


them. 


MEDITATION XXII. 


Upon the fire , it's beginning on the Lerds-Day in the 
Morning. 


V7 As there nothing in the Circumitance of 

Time, in which that fire began, viz. up- 
on the Lords-Day ? Doth not Providence determine 
the times before-appointed, as well as the bounds of our 


bhbitations> AQts 17.26. Might not Herod read -« 
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ſn in "the time in which the Angel of God 
ſmote him, and the Worms received a commiſsi- 
on toeat himup ? which was 1mmediately after he 
had received that Acclamation from the Pecple , 
ſaying, It is the voice of Gud, and not of man, Acts 12. 
23. Neither can I think it was without its lignifie 
cation, that Zopgon began to burn upon the -Lords= 
Day. Were not. the Sabbath-Dayes-lins of Loadon 
greater, than its (ins upon other dayes; it being a 
certain truth, that, if mens ations be evil,the bet= 
ter day, the worſe a&ion ; as, in caſe they be good, 
.The better day, we ſay, the better deed ? Juſtly 
might ſuch a fire have hapned, had it beenonly to 
. puniſh the uſnal profanations of the Lords-Day. 
How many had been playing on that very day, if, 
by this ſad providence, they had not been ſet at 
work ? How many had been then imployed in ſer- 
vile, and (at thattime) unlawful Works,if ſuch a 
work of Mercy, and. Charity, as was delivering 
themſelves and their ſubſtance from the fire, had 
Not been put upon them? How many had then 
been exercilins themſelves i» Gluttony and Drun= 
kenneſr; in Riotins and Chambering 3 in Filthineſs 
and Uncleanneſs 3 if the care of preſervins them- 
ſelves and their Goods had not diverted them?How 
many, that followed their honeſt Labours all the 
| Week, had wont to find their ſinful pleaſures on 
the Lwds-Da)? 

Alaſs! That the Day, which God at firſt bleſſed, 
as well as ſanRified, ſhould then be curſed, ( if I 
may fo call it,) above any other dayes that went 
| before it: That Zondoners ſhould have the moſt 
reſtleſs Day that ever they had senerally had, both 
as to Body and Mind ; of that, which was ar firit \ 
appointed for a Day of Reſt : On that Day , in 
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which God began to Create the World, in the 
firit Day of the Week did he begin to deſtroy that 
great City : Yea, The Day of Chriſt his Reſurre- 
&ion, was the firſt Day of London's Death and Bu- 
rial. Did not good Men hope to have been Pray- 
ing, Hearins, Singing of Pſalms; Eating and 
Drinking, in remembrance of Chri/?, on that very 
day, in which they were forced to be quenching of 
Houſes, carrying out of Goods, conveying away 
their Wives and Children ? How ſadly were 
Churches filled on that Day, Tot with Men and 
Women, ( as upon other ſich Dayes,) but with 
Wares and Honſhold-Rtuff? And, How much more 
ſadly were they empried, ſome of them, on that 
very Day 3 not by exportation, but by conflagrati- 
on? Poor Londoners carried their Goods to ſeve- 
ral Churches, to ſacrifice them to flames, ( as it 
proved, ) though with an intention to have ſecu- 
red them 3 thoſe places proving Sepulchres, which 
they repaired to as Sanfuaries. , 

O fatal, and never to be forgotten Sabbath ! No 
emblem, as other of thoſe dayes, of that reſt, which 
Slocious Saints injoy in Heaven 3 but rather ofthe 
day of Judgment, which is called, T he great and ter- 
rivle diyof the Lurd : Blick-Sunday, ſome will call 
itz (a5 formerly there was much diſcouſe of a 
B'ark-Monday : ) That was expeted , and came 
not;this was not expeRedzand yet it came,/ike 4 thief 
in the night, I doubt not but men went to their 
beds over-night as ſecurely as ever they had done 
in their lives: yea, thoſe that dwelt in the houſe 
where it tirſt began , and ſlept as ſoundly, for the 
time, as ever they uſed todo, not queſtionins but 
the inſuins-Sabbath would be like all the reſt 5 but 
when the early morning began to ran 
wit 
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with that un-lookt-for-evil, which it was big with ; 
when it began to cry out with a very lowd and 
doleful out-cry : How did it awaken them, with a 
witneſs, and make them call all their Neighbours 
round about them 3 and,in a few hours give a dread- 
ful Alarme tothe whole City. That Lords-Day 
was much more a repreſentation of Hell, than of 
Heaven; though both the Work, and Reſt of the 
Sabbath, at other times, be a repreſentation of 
Heaven, not of Hell. 1 ſee then, how ealily God 
can turn our Bleſcings into Curſes , and, che Songs of 
the Temple into Howlings : Amos 8, 3, Not only 
the Jews of old had need to Pray, but we alſo, That 
car flight may not be upon the Lords-Day: For, ſo it 
was at this time notwithout a rea] aggravationot the 
Judgment, ( as they efteem'd ir, ) who did un- 
teignedly delire to have been at that time waiting 
upon God in his Ordinances, and who know what 
it 15) ineffet, to loſe a Sabbath. | 


——_— ——— 
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AEDITATION XXIIL 


{pon the Place where this drecdfu! fire b:gan,uizJat 4 


Bakers- Hoaſe in Pudding-lane. 


Ethinks the Burning of Lond3n, by Means of 
| that obſcure Lane, was like the killing of 
that great Giant Goliah, by a Pibble-Stone, flung 
from the Slins and Arm of little-D:vid3 or, like 
the {l3ying of a thouſand Philiſtizes meerly with the 
TJaw-bone of an Aſs, Juds.15.15, Or, like the throw- 
ing down the walis of Jexicho with the ſound of Rams- 
horns, It may be the great God did deſign nothing 
but Glory to himſelf, in imployins ſo mgan and 
inconſiderabl2 an Inftrument in the deftrution of 
tr that 


ts 
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that great City 3 bur,it Iooks like a Father's ſpitting 
in his Daughters face, which would be a puniſh- 
ment carrying a ſhew of contempt with it. When 
that poor Lane was on Fire, I doubt not, but many 
thought, that other places, of greater note and emi- 


nency, would do well enough, as did appear, by : 


removing their goods thither, and no further, ( as 
to A'dermarnbury, &Cc.) But, it ought to be conli- 


dered, that Judgments do many times aſcend ; and, 


though they begin at the loweſt round of the Lad- 
der, yet thzy do not make an end till they have 
climbed up to the very top. Though this Fire 
besan with a Bkers-Houſe, yet its ambition, (if I 
mayſo phraſe it,) was not ſatisfied, till it had con- 
ſ1med the Houſes of the Chief-Magiſtrates, and 
the places of greateſt eminency. When God is 
Correftins Mean-Men, Great-Ones ſhould trem- 
ble, and ſeek to make their Peace, leſt the Cup go 


round. I am deceived,if ſome Perſons of Quality 


did not die of the laſt years Plague, though it be- 
fel the Poor more senerally, who were not able to 
provide for their ſafety by flyins : But, when the 
Judgment is by Fire , great Houſes go to rack as 
well as ſmall for, one can no more fly than can 
the other : Houſes have no wings but thoſe which 
Fire gives them, when they fly away for good and 
all, once for all : They eaſily fly by fire, but can 
never fly from it. 


But, Will it yield us nothins of a profitable 2/e- 


ditation, that this fire began in a Bakers-Flouſe ? 
Had the haz1rdouſnefs of that Callins, as to matter 
of fire, or careleſneſs of the People, been the cauſe 
of its beginning there ; when the Natural cauſe 
had,been ſoplain, the Moral ground of it had been 
leſs worth our inquiring : But, T find not any 
thins 
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thing of that nature ſo much as ſuſpeRed ;z yea , 
ſome to this day will not believegthat it came to paſs 
otherwiſe, then by an immediate hand of Provi- 
dence: Whoſe Incredulouſnefs in one thing is 
not ſo great, but their Credulity in another is 
Sreater, if they think it were fired from Heaven 
immediately. That it came by any in the Family 
is not miſtruſted ; that it was by His meanes that 
 Confeſſed himſelf Guilty, or by the Treachery of 
any other, they will not believe : And, if neither 
of theſe two wayes , there is but a third can be 
thotight of, ( and they muſt have a *Faith of Mira- 
cles, that believe it to have come that way ; ) and, 
that is, As Fire came upon Sodomn, wiz. from heaven 
immediately:But, when I conſider where it began, 
(not to diſpute how, or by whoſe means, ) I can- 
not well over-look a paſſage or two in the Prophet 
Hoſeah, viz. Hoſ.7.4. They are all Adalterers, as an 
Oven heated by the Baker, who ceaſeth from raiſing af- 
ter he hath kneeded the dough, untill it be leavened : 
Thoſe words contain a part of- Gods controverlie 
with Ephraim that- is, with the Ten Tribes, iz. 
Firlt, for their eagerneſs in (in, they were like a 
Fiery-Oven, very. hot upon their Whoredoms , 
whether Corporal, or Spiritual. S:cond'y, For 
their Security in ſin ; They were like a Þ- ker falt- 
aſleep, whilſt his Oven is heating, and his Dongh 
taking Leaven. Perſe. 6. Their Biker ſlecpeth all the 
mght, in the morning it burneth as a fl:ming fire. 
T hirdly, For their ſlineſs and ſubtilty, in carrying” 
on their Wickedneſs ; making, as if they minded 
no ſuch thing ; like a Baker, that ſeems not to're- 
gard either his Bread, or his Oven 3 whereas he 
hath put Leaven into the one, and Fire into the 


other, which is all- that can be done for the pre- 
G 3 ſent; 
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ſent ;and, by thattime the Oven is hot enough, and 
the Bread leavened enough,he will be ſure to wake, 
and fall to his Bufineſs : Moreover, Yer/, 8. We 
read this paſſage, Ephraim is a Cake not twrned ; 
Meanins, that as ſuch a Cake is partly bak'r, and 
partly. dough 3 ſo, Ephraim did halt betwixt Ged 
and B-a', was of ſeveral Religions, eſpouling the 
Religion of thoſe divers People they lived amongſt, 
as the fore-Soins words imply.z Ephraim hath mix- 
e1 hinsſelf among ſt- the People. Seeing then the Ho- 
/y Ghoſt ſeemeth to ſet forth theſe Four things I have 
mentioned, bySimilitudes taken from a Baker, and 
the things he deals in# it can be no wayes impro- 
per, from the Circumſtance of place, where the 
Fire began, viz. a Bakers-Houſe,z to Meditate of 
thoſe Expreſſions, and to conſider, how far-forth 
they are applicable to our ſelves. If we have been 
as 4 Cake but half-bak't, if burning like a fiery-Oven 
with the heat of luſt, and in the mean time ſleeping 


in ſecurity , &c. How juſt was it with God tofend 


ſuch a Fire as this upon us? Came it not to 
awaken us? Though Bakers can fleep quietly when 
they have put fire in the Oven ; yet, if they know 
there be fire on the Houſ-top , they can take no 
reſt; Advertife them of that, and they will ftart up 
preſently, and indeavour to quench it. I thought 
fit to touch *1pon both theſe Circumſtances, not as 
prerendins to know the end of God in either of 
them; (though he, who aQeth all things accor- 
dins to the Counſel of his Will, hath a wiſe end ; 
not onely in all his aRings, but in all the circum- 
Rinces of thzm;) but rather to ſhow, that XMedita- 
tizn 1s a Plant, that may ſprins out of every Soll ; 
a Fruit, that may grow upon every Tree ; which 
may evidence, That it is not from the barrenneſs of 
things, 
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things (which are all big with matter of profitable 


meditation) but from the naughtineſs of our hearts 
that we-are ſo much ſtrangers to it, 


———— 


MEDITATION XXII. 


Upon the great pity that onght to be extended to Lon- 
doners ſince the fire. | 


Ity,is an affe&tion that ſhould ſcarcely be with- 
held from any that are in great diſtreſs and 
miſery3 bat yet is much 'more due to ſome, then 
to others. Where no miſery is, there is no room 
for pity, and where there is nothing but miſery to 
beſpeak it (as in reference to that Prodigal, who 
by riotous courſes brought himſelf co husks) there 
is no cauſe for much. But where merit and miſery 
go hand in hand, the greateſt yearnings of our molt 
tender bowels are called for. God will not take it 
ill that we pity thoſe whom he thinks fit to pu- 
niſh, becauſe one of his great ends in puniſhing 
ſome, is that he might excite pity and compaſſion 
in others towards them : I have read that Sir 
Thomas Meor not lons before his Execution was 
delired to cut his locks,for no other end,as is be- 
lieved, than leſt his Venerable hoary Fleece 
ſhould tir up roo much compatiion in thoſe that 
were to be ſpeRators at his death. But fo far is 
the great God from that, that he had rather we 
ſhould number the grey heirs of miſery which are 
upon the heads of men, in order to our pityins of 
them. Totell, Why the late Inhabitants of Zon- 
don are obje&s of Royal pity, or to move to it, were 
to diſcourſe, why children under great ſufftermgs 
ſhould be compaſsionated by their Parents (For 
G 4 Kinss 
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Kings are Fathers, and Subje&ts their Sons and 


Daughre:s). Whereas the Scripture faith, Can 4a 
mother forget her child, that ſhe ſhould net have com- 
paſſion on the child of her womb ? and though itadds, 
ea ſhe may, yet it inſinuates that they ſeldom do 
or can, What reaſon Courtiers have to pity Citi- 
zens,vereeafie to alledge ; For,Have not Citizens, 
ſometimes had ſo much pity for them , as that 
tiey ſeemed to have none for themſelves ? Why 
ſhould not Citizens be a little in Courtiers books, 
it ſome Courtiers have been and are, a great deal 
in theirs? It is but ingenuity to afford them pity 
who have given them credit. As for thoſe that lead 
a Countrey life they know full well that Citizens 
had wont to be their beſt Chapmen, and to give 
them a good price for thoſe commodities, and 
' provifions which they thought too good for 
themſelves, and withall to furniſh them with the 
beſt things which they ftood in need of. 

Had Londoners been the worſt of people the 
depth of their preſent miſery, compared with the 
height of their former proſperity had challenged 
pity and-compaſhon from their very enemies : but 
if it may be made appear that they were gene- 
rally as Civil as Religious, as Charitable, and in 
many other reſpe&s as commendable as molt peo- 
ple in the world, none but ill natur'd perſons can 
refrain commiſerating them, much more rejoyce 
and triumph in their ſufferings. The worlt ene- 
mies they have in the world muſt needs confeſs 
fhat no people were generally more Civil and 
Moral then they. As for Religion, I know there 
are ſeveral ſtandards by which men .,meaſure, and 
Judse of that. ( though indeed, and in truth there 
is but One, whereby to judge of it, to wit, the 
Word 
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' Word of God} but if conformity to the duties 


both of the firſt and ſecond Table, if love to God 
and to our neighbours ( fo far as men can dil- 
cern ) may denominate perſons Religious { as 
ſurely it is that muſt do it ) pure Religion and un- 
defiled did as much abound in Londen, as in any 
place whatſoever. I meddle not with charity in 
point of judging ( Cenfſuring is every where too 
common) but as tor Charity in giving and mini- 
ſtring to thoſe that are in want, both of one per- 
ſwaſion, and of another, if that be a virtue (as 
doubtleſs it is) London hath been as eminent for it 
in all times in which ſeveral parties have taken 
their turns in ſuffering as any place I know. In the 
ſpace of twenty years and upwards that England 
hath been difſetl'd by War, it may be thouſands 
that by the unhappines of the times have been 
brought to ſtraits and exigences, they and theirs 
had periſhed , but for the charity of L:n1on, more 
than of all other places, whilit ſome have raken 
care of the Diſciples of Pax/, others of Apo!los, 
others of Cephas, others of C-riſt without reſpect 
to any of thoſe diſtintions (which beſt became 
Sood Chriſtians); and ſo all have been taken care 
of, more or leſs, by thoſe poor Cit:zens who are 
now many of them themſelves become the objeas 
of Charity. London will not want for pity, if it be 
pitied by no more then all, and only thoſe, that 
firſt and laſt have been pitied and relievedby it , 
and that now and hereafter will dearly miſs it. 
I would not it ſhould grate upon the minds of 
honeſt Citizens , undone by the fire, to think or 
ſuſpe@ that a great many have no pity for them : 
All good people have, and they that are other- 
wiſe, have no pity, ſo much as for their own ſouls. 
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T obſerve they uſe to have moſt pity from God» 
who have leaſt from men , beins withall ſuch as 
deſerve it. When Penninah did ſorely vex Han- 
nah to make her fret, becauſe God had ſhut up 
her womb, Hannah throve the better for itz for 
God !vokt upon her afflition, and opened her 
woihb, when her Rival had ſhut up her bowels 
towards her, 1 Sam. 1.5, When Shime, curſed 
Dawd being at that time under trouble from 
A:ſalom, David ſaid, It may be the Lord will re- 
= 772 good for his curſing this day, 2 Sam.16.13., 

uch as triumph in your miſeries may do you a 
greater kindneſs then they are aware otzaccording 
to that in Prov. 24.18, Refoyce not when thine 
enemy falleth, leſFthe Lord ſee its and turn away his 
wrath from him, They that will not look upon you 
as the objects of their pity, are indeed the objes 
of yours ; For ſo are all they that ſhew themſelves 
to be neither Chriſtians nor Men : and it is a good 
preſage , you. ſhall not always want pity for that 
you cannot have it from a great many people 
whilſt you want it. Pity is that virtue which Eng/i/þ- 
wen are famous for , and therefore every Engliſh- 
an that is void of it, wants the common virtue 
and character of his Countrey ; and he that bath 
none to beſtow upon this occaſion, ſeems to have 
none at all. I know not that man that would not 
be loath the world ſhould think that he had no 
. commiſeration for the preſent caſe of London; and 
why is it, but, becauſe it would thence follow, that 
he were of a marvellous ill nature, and unworthy 
of any pity to be ſhewed to himſelf , even in the 
greateſt extremity that could befall him. One 
ſaith, the reaſon why, they that have children are 


uſually more affeQionate , than thoſe that have 


none 
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none, is, becauſe their bowels are often called 
upon. By that reaſon they that have no pity, now 
when that Aﬀe&tion in men ts ſo much called upon 
are never like to have any. But a pity like that cha- 
rity whichS. Fames ſpeaks of, F-74.2.1 5.Is not worth 
half the words I have uſed. If a brother be naked 
and deſtitute of daily food , and one fay unto him, 
Depart in peace,be you warmed and filled ; Not- 
withſtanding , he gives him nothing, &c. I fay 
a pity like that charity, which yet is more then 
ſome men have, is little worth. But would men 
ſhew themſelves truly compaſſonate, toward that 
deſolated City, and the late miſerable Inhabitants 
of it, if they haye intereſt in heaven, let them 
pray for the reflouriſhins both of it, & them;if they 
have intereſt on earth, let them promote it; if 
they have parts let them adviſe and contrive how 
it may be effeted; if they have Purſes, let them 
contribute towards it; if they have all of theſe,let 
them further it all, and every of theſe ways. Call 
your ſelves Papifts, Frenchmen , HeRors , any 
thins, but true Engliſhmen, true Chriſtians, true 
Proteſtants, if you have no pity for the defolations 
of Londen, IT doubt not but there are ſome Turks 
and Jews that have, or would have had, if they 
had known London 1n it's proſperity, and ſhould 
now ſee it in it's aſhes. O Lord, If men will not 
pity the miſeries of Londony the matter is not great; 
poſſibly if they did, it might not ſignifie much : 
onely let Thy bowels yearn towards, and thy re- 
pentings be kindled within thee, and Thou 
( who haſt ſpoken concerning it, to pluck up, and 
pull down.) ſpeak in thy due time, to build, and 


to plant it. 
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MEDITATION XXV. 
{pon thoſe that have loſt all by the Fire, 


V Hat ſhall we ſay to them that have loſt all? 

who tell us, that before the fire, they 
were woitiſo many hundreds, or, ſo many thoy- 
ſands, bt {:nce then, they are worth nothing, yea, 
worſe thar: nothing. Surely they ought not” to 
moarn as men without hope. If they were ſome- 
times as rich as Job was at firſt, they: cannot be 
poorer now than he was afcerwards. Hatred in 
God towards men, cannot be known by ſuch E- 
vents as thoſe ; forgo, who was in like caſe, was 
a Perſon greatly beloved of God. Do they fear 
that they and theirs ſhall periſh > Not &o neither, 
for rather than the Iſraelites ſhonld periſh in the 
Wilderneſs, God gave them bread from Heaven, 
and waters out of the Rock. Ravens ſhall feed 
them, if they be ſuch as put their truft in God, 
rather than they ſhall famiſh. Some, have no 
Children; they, it is to be ſuppoſed, may make a 
good ſhift: others, have bad Children, and what 
ſhould they do with Eftates to ſpend upon their 
laſts? Others, have good Children, and let not 
them doubt but God will provide for them. Hath 
the onely wiſe God no wayes whereby to make up 
your loſſes? Did he not give to Job, double for 
all that which he had taken away from him? and 
can he not do ſo by you? 

Is it your great troable, that you have loſt all at 
once? I have heard of one, who having a great 
number of coſtly Glaſſes, did himſelf break them 


all at one time, that he might not be diſquieted 


time 
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time afcer time, by the accidental breaking of 
them one by one. Had your Eſtates been taken 
from you by piece-meals, now a part, and then a 
part, till all had been conſumed, that might have 
proved more grievous to you; and ſo it hath fared 
with many men. Will you ſay, All is loſt, becauſe 
your Eſtates are gone? Know, he that is a Chri- 
ſtian- indeed , cannot loſe his All, yea, the beft 
part of what he hath, cannot be loſt, as is ſaid of 
Mary, that ſhe had choſen that god part, which could 
not be taken from her, I have heard of a g$00d Woe 
man, who, when her Children died, had wont to 
comfort herſelf with this, to wit, that The Lord 
liveth ; who, being more than ordinarily deje ted 
for the death of one of her Children, that ſhe had 
a more particular affe&tion for ; a Child that had 
obſerved what ſhe had wont to ſay, and how full 
of heavineſs ſhe then was, came to her and faid, 
Mother, Is the Lord dead? How may the words 
of that Child, upbraid the carriage of thoſe Chri- 
ſtians, who mourn over their lofles, as if they had 
not an Everliving God to rejoyce in? Is it ſtrange to 
you to be poor, who have heretofore always enjoy- 
ed riches and plenty? know,that it is one point of a 
Chriftians Excellency and heavenly Skill, to be 
able to act ſeveral and different parts well, as Paw/ 
faith, / have learned how to abound, and how to wanty 
how to be fall, and how to be exppty ; how, in every 
Eſtate therewithall to Le content, They are unſound 
bodies, that can onely bear the Summer, but not 
alſo the Winter, Spring and Autumne., You fay, 


| you have nothing now, How many are there, that 


never had any thing, to ſpeak of? Is it no mercy 
or priviledge, to have enjoyed good ihings for a 
long time paſt, though we may not enjoy them al- 
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wayes? If men have had good light, good hearing, 
good health, till they come to be old, and then all 
of theſe begin to decay, or be quite loſt, do they, 
or ought they, to reckon it no mercy that they 
have enjoyed theſe things ſo long? If you ſay, 
you cannot live upon nothing (that is,nothing cer- 
rain) how many hundreds, yea, thouſands, are, 
thorough the goodneſs of God, provided for from 
year to year, who have no certainty to live 'upon ? 
Now yo have loſt the things you had, poſſibly you 
will thereby be excited, to look after the thinss 
which can never be lott, which otherwiſe, it may 
be, you had never done. Hath the fire conſumed 


' your money, or money-worth, as if it had all been 


but ſo much droſs, this, peradventure, may make 
you look after that gold, tried in the fire, which 
no fire can conſume, and then, your unſpeakable 
loſs will prove inconceivable gain. What great 
difterence, between the worlds leaving us, and 
our leaving it? You muſt ſhortly have left it, if it 
had not firit left you. 

Truſt God, and donbt not but he will bear your 
charges thorough the world, and more of this 
world you need not care for. What a noiſe will 
this make in the worſd, that you have loſt all, and 
who, that hath any thins to ſpare, if they know 
your caſe, will not contribute to your relief? 
You have yet the Love of relations and friends, 
the Charity of men, the Fruit of your own inve- 
nuity, and induſtry, the Bounty of heaven, the Re- 
ſult of Divine Promiſes, all theſe thinss you have, 
belides ſeveral others, to help and ſuccour you : 
therefore, ſay not, You are undone, though all 
be loſt for the preſent, How many have, from a 
fair Eftate, been brought to a morſel af Bread, 
not 
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not by Caſualty , but by Crimes, ſuch as God 
might have left you to, as by that fire which, Job 
faith, will conſume to deſtruition,and root out all a mans 
increaſe, Fob 31. 12. Now conſider, how much 
better your condition is than theirs. Are you as 
thoſe that have nothing;think of theApoſtles words, 
2 Cor. 6. 10. As having nothing, yet poſſeſſing all 
things. If, either you are true Believers, or ſhall 
hereafter be ſuch, thoſe words of the ſame Apoſtle 
will be yerified in you, 1 Cir. 3.21. All things are 
Jorrs, ye are Chriſts, and Chriſt is Gods. 


MEDIT ATION XXIVF. 
Hpon thoſe that have loſt but half their Eſtates by this 


Fire, or ſome ſuch proportion. 

V Hat a mercy is it, that you have loſt but 

half, when ſo many others have loſt all? 
How much better is half a Loaf, as our Proverb 
ſpeaks, than no Bread 2 As David ſaid to Iephi- 
boſheth, Thou and Zibah divide ; ſo hath God deci- 
ded the caſe, betwixt the fire and you. You are, 
at moſt, but like David's Servants , the one half 
of whoſe Beards were ſhaven by Hanan, and their 
Garments cut in the middle. How much better js 
if, to]have one Arm, than none; to have but one 
Eye, than to be Rark blind? The man that was 
wounded, and left but half dead, recovered again, 
by the help and favour of the good Samaritan; and 
ſo may you. Poſlibly, that half or part which 
is left you, $s more than many mens All : Your 
Gleaninss better than the Vintage of many others. 
The Ancients ran much upon fuch a ſaying as this, 
Dimiditm plus totog that half was letter then the whole, 
meaning 
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meaning the former with quietneſs and content- 
ment, was much better then. the latter without it. 
God can Sive you twice ſo much contentment with 
half ſo much Eſtate. If you ſay, and ſay truly, that 
you had ſcarce enough before , and now have but 
half ſo much as you had then; there are that have 
more by half then they needed, and how 
knowelt thou but God may incline them to conlider 
thee who haſt ſcarce half enough ?- 

Bat, Oh ! the miſerable world in which many 
whoſe cup overflows will let others have nothing 
of theirs , if they have but ſomething of their 
own, thaygh that ſomething be next to nothing. 
If men that have ten children have but enough to 
maintain one, are they no objects of pity and cha- 
rity? If a man have doublet and breeches ſuch as 
may ſerve his turn, but neither hat to his head, 
nor ſhoos to his feet, will you not commiſerate 
him? Did the good Samaritane overlook the man 
he met becauſe he was but half dead? did he ſtay 
till he were ready to give up the ghoſt before he 
would do any thing for him ? This is the manner of 
but too many men : but the comfort 15, your. hea- 
venly Father he knows whereof you ſtand in need. 
Whether the moiety of what thou ſometimes hadit 
be, or be not enough for thy occalions, Bleſs God 
for it. That will be the way to have it multiplied as 
thoſe loaves were with which Chriſt fed five thou- 
ſand to the full. ' Try, what double induſtry, dou- 
ble frugality will do towards eaking out that al- 
lowance that ſeems to fall ſhort; and above all 
concluſions, try , if doubling thy faich and conh- 
dence in' God will not double thy maintenance if 
need require. Learn to think, that God did not 


grudge thee the whole , but hath therefore re- 
trencht 
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been able to help another, wheres now, ſome are 
able .co ſuccor others, 'if they be ;butas. willing, 
God is trying, you, what good Stewards you. will bg; 
of. thoſe Talents,,imhieh he.hath continued to.you 
full and. whole, ,whileRt others :are eirher totally 
deprived. of theirs, or: at leaftwiſe mych diminiſh- 
ed; . He expects you ſhould make yourſelyes poor- 


.er. (for the preſent). by. yopr, Charity, .though. he. 
hath, not made youwſo by the Firez and. woebe.to 


yag, dt youo itnotz He conld. have forced all 
youp Eftates from you, . as, he did from. others; 
but, che thought . at to, prove .yqu,. as towhat you 
wayld part with;fceely. He.we-id fee what.influ- 
ence that Text hath upon..you, Je. that, hath.this 
worlds 'g,ods,, nnd ſeth. _is i rother in wants and ſhats 
ap his lowels of comp-ſſion, How dwelleth the love of 
God in him ? 

Think not, that all that is left yon, is left you for 
yourſelves; for it is noſuch matter : Ir ts, that you 
ſhould diſperſe and give to the poor, that your 

; | righteouſneſs 
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righteouſneſs may remain. You Ares but Feoffees in 
truſt for others;- as x0 ſore g00d' proportion of 
what 1s..continued--with. you... God will 
caſt fire upon your houſes next, if you caſt not your 
bread upon the watets : Charity may fectire what 
you enjoy, and the want of \it may hazard-all. It 
might have been your lot to have ſtood in need of 
receiving ; and, now you are left able to give 
(whielris a more bleſſed thing) wilFyou not do it? 
All that was ſaved from the fire was given you a- 
Saing and will yot'hot lend God a part, who hath 
given you the whole ? and whiat is that lending to 
God, but giving to the: P6ot?.. God hath been 
tender of your Tabernacles,' and will not you be 
kind tohis living Temples? | They that were fent 
to fetch the Aſs that Chriſt was to ride upon, were 
bid to ſay, The Lord had need of himz. Now, ifever, 
hain Chriſt need to borrow 'of thoſe that are able, 
as in reference to his poor members; and woe to 
them that can, and will not lend to their Lord:and 
| Saviour. He could ſapply them otherwiſe, with- 
out being beholden to you; but it is your love he 
values more than yourliberality, and the latter but 
as an Expreſſion of the former. It'is not ſo much 4 
gift which he defireth, as fruit that may abound to your 
own account, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Phil. 4.17. You 
may ptetend you are thankful for the great Deli- 
verance. vouchſafed you, but neither God, nor 
Men, 'will believe you-are ſo, unleſs you be alfo 
Charitable to them that were not Delivered, 
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MEDITATION XXVI 
' . Hpon thoſe that were Gainers by the late Fire. 


VVe ſay, It is an evil wind,that blows no'bo- 
Y dy any good. Some were honelt gainers, 
(and much good may it do them); others diſhonelt. 
Some could not let their Tenements before the 
fire, who have lince, let them for moderate Rents; 
ſach are honeſt gainers : Others have Jet their 
houſes at moſt excethive Rates; and ſuch have loaded 
themſelves with diſhoneft gain., But be their gains 
one way or another, I think no man ougat,for the 
preſent, to pocketthe money which he nath clear- 
ly gottenby the fire, (if it beſo they can ſpare it). 
Dzvid wonld not drink of the waters of Bethlehem 
which were brought to him, becauſe, as he ſaid 
They were the price of Blood, meaning, his Soul- 
diefs had ventured their lives for it : What men 
have gotten by this fire, is little lefle than the price 
of Blood, conliderins how many were impoveri- 
ſhed that a few might be inriched, or rather, that 
the inriching of but a very few, is by the undoins 
of many thouſands. 

Men may look upon their gains by this fire, as 
Dood tes : Let as many as are able be their own 
Almoners, and give it back to God: Is it not a 
Sabbatical year (in a doleful fenſe) for that the 


\ poor City now injoyeth it's Sabbath? and in a 


Sabbatical year that did bear a better interpretati- 
on, the rich were not ſuffered to reap, but were to 


 leavethe Crop tothe poor, as appeareth, by com- 


paring, Exod. 22.11. with Zewvit. 25.5. If men 
who have only ſaved what they had before, onght 
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116 Meditations upon all the Remarkable 
to contribute to them that haye Ioſt3 how much 
more ought they, who have received an Addition 
by this very means? To Build upon the Rnines 
of others, is one of the worſt Foundations thar can 
be. Let it never be ſaid, The fire hath made you 
rich, whilſt ſuch multitudes continue poor, miſer- 
ably poor, whom meerly the fire hath made ſo. 
-Weuſe to ſay, Men have gotten thoſe things out 
of the fire, which they came hardly by. But what 
men got by, or out of, the late fire, was ealily. come 
by; well may it go leightly,for it leightly camezyet 
neither doth that-go leightly, which goes to. the 
uſe of Charity. When I conlider, how. this fire 
which hath ruined many, .hath raiſed ſome, it 
brings to mind what is ſaid, Lyke 1.52, He hath 
put down the mightyfrom ther ſeats, and exalted them 
of los degree. He hath filled the hungry with good 
things, and the rich he hath ſent empty away. How 
ſtrangely, and by ſeeming contraries, doth the pro- 
vidence of God bring things to paſs, that when a diſ- 
mall fire hapned, ſome men ſhould be made by it! 
So a Priſon made way for Joſeph's preferment; and 
Oneſimus his running away from his Maſter, for 
his r2turnins to God and to himſelf, and a better 
Servant to his Mafer than ever. . An Eſtate caſt 
upon men by the deſolatins Fire, ſounds like ſuch 
a Riddle as that of Sarzpſon, Ont of the eater came 
meat, and out the ſtrong came ſweetneſs : Isitnot as 
a Honey-comb found in the Carcaſe of a Lion ? 
- Yon whom God by this fire hath unexpeRtedly 
enabled more than ever, to eat the Fat and drink 
the Sweet (you know what I allude to} ſee that 
vou ſend portions to them for whom 'nothing is 
provided. 
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MEDITATION XXV1q. 


Upon the Inducements unto re-bailding f Londonz 
and. ſcume wayes of promoting tt. 


*Hat London ſhould be re-built, isſ{o much the 

4 concern of Eng/znd, both in point of Honour 
and of Trade, as hardly any thing can be more. 
Whilſt that lieth in the duft, our Glory lieth with 
it. Our Enemies rejoice t9 fee it where it is : but 
ſhould we let it lie there lons, Oh ! how would 
they ſcorn us for it, and conclude, it were becauſe 
we had not wherewithall to build it up again. 
They know, as well as we, that:there is no part of 
England (tuate ſo commodioully for Trade 2s 
London is; which name is ſaid to fignihe in the Lan- 
Suage of the Britains ( it's firit Inhabitants) Ship- 
ton, or a Town of Ships; in regard, that the famo: s 
River which runs by the {1de of it, is able to en- 
tertain the gieateſt Ships..that can ride upon the 
Sea, which thing hath-made it fo famous a Mart; 
thoſe Siips bringins in all the _rich commodities 
the world can afford... Hence Londen for fo many 
Ages paſt, hath. held. it's Primacy over all otter 
parts of England, and none hath been thought tit 
to ſucceed it in that, dignity, though the ſhifting of 
Trade from one City,tganotier, and an alternate 
Superlativeneſs hath, been frequent in other parts 
of. the world, where one place hath been as com- 
modious as another... But Zndoa never had riyal 
that. did, or could, pretend it's ſelf as fit to make 
the great Emporiuguand Metropolis of Engiqpt as. 
was it's ſelf. The-Rrver, of Thames made iti{0; at, 
firit; and that, under. God, will and;muſt make ito, 
$5400 3 again. 
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again. It periſhed by fire, and muſt be faved by 
water; for,that, if any thing, will make it once a- 
ain what it was before, as Fob ſaith of a Tree, 
onely the Root whereof is left in the ground, that 
thorough the ſcent of water, it will ſprout again. 
How venerable is London, were it but for irs Anti- 
quity, of which Ammianus Marcellinus reports, 
that it was called an ancient City in his time, which 
was above twelve hundreds years ago ; and Corneli- 
#; Tacitus ſeems to do the like, three hundred 
years before him, tellins us, that,for multitudes of 
Merchants and Commerce, Lendon was very re- 
, nowned, fifteen hundred years ago : nor can we 
ſuppoſe it to have preſently arrived at that perfe- 
ion. Who would not affit the building of ano- 
ther City in that place, hoping it may continue as 
many Ages as the other did, and longer too, if God 
be pleaſed toprevent the like diſaſter. I confeſs, 
I love not to hear men boaſt at ſuch a time as this 
what they will do, or what ſhall be done, as to the 
building of London more glorious than ever. The 
Inhabitants of Samaria are blamed for ſayings, The 
Bricks are fallendywn, but we will build with hewen 
Stones; the Sycommres are cut down, but we will change 
thera into Cedars, Weare but putting on our har- 
neſs, as to re-building; let us not boaſt, as if we 
were putting of it off : This isnot a time in which 
toſay much, thongh it becomes us to do all we can. 
If we may ſee bur ſuch artdther City it will be a 
great mercy, but one more glorious than that we 
may ſcarce expe till we ſee it.- Alas! how many 
difheulties is that work clogg'd with? How ſcarce 
attd &ar are-all materials?” Flow: poor are many 
that delire to bil? How hard; and almoſt im- 
poſhble will itbe, to fatisfie the Intereſt of all 
WETOES proprietors ? 
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proprietors? Amongſt all the Modebs that are pre+ 
ſented. far that. purpoſe, How hard will .it be ;ta. 
know how to pitch upon that which may be-moſt 
convenient ? If we build .every. where, as before, 
it will be jincommodious for Paſlage, dangerous for 
Fire; if by anew Platform, -itis hard not to be in- 
Jjurious tomultitudes of People, whoſe Houſes ſtood 
inconveniently, as to the Publick : Lord, Give our 
Senators double and-treble wiſdom, that they may 
be ſatisfaRory-Repairers of ſo great breaches, 

But, How ſhall Moneys be. Leyied: for the re- 
building of Z1nd:n, where the Eftates:of perſons 
concerned do fall ſhort> Two Expedients for that 
I have propounded already ; 'One was , by the 
Mercy and Charity of thofe perſohs who have loſt 
litile or nothing by the fire ; and, who have fome- 
thing they could well ſpare : Theother is, By the 
Juſtice and dne Repentance of all thoſe perſons, 
Carters, Landlords, and others, who have raifed 
uncoſcionable gains ro themſelves, by niedns-of . 


the late Fire - whoſe duty it is, to reſtore, not only -. 


the principal of what they have unlawfully got- 
ten by the fire, but. ſome certain over-plus, as was 
provided under the Law, in caſes of Keſtitmtion : 
When that is done, I wiſh: there were a. certain 
Pole-fine, or Mul&, ſet upon the head of every 
common (in, not made.capiral ; which additional- 
Pole, -levied upon all perſons that are able, when 
once convicted of Drunkennefs, Swearing, Coulſe- 
page, Curling, yea Lying its ſelf, might be for, and 
towards the-:xe-building of L»don : I ſpeak of 
an; Additional. pecuniary Puniſhment for- thoſe 
Crimes , both-for- that-the farmer and preſent 
Mul&ts have not been ſuftcient to reſtrain. Men 3 
as alſo, for that great ſamms are Kill in arrear to 
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Futtices: becauſe thoſe kind of. Penalties have been 
but fe/dom infliged, poſhbly tot 'onetimeina hun-' 
dredithat they ought to have beer Todothis,were 
Bot 'to build © London/upon thefins'of the People, 
(a5 ſome will obje&5 ) but uponMe* puniſhment 
of 'Sin, and" 4ne'execution'of Jultice; which would 
beaslorious foundation. If bft'6ne ſhilling ex- 
traordinary -were levied ' upon” men toties quuties 3 
that'is,” ſo often'as they are, or might 'be,convicted- 
for any of the fore-mentioned'fins+*- How noble a 
City micht: thofe-Bines build; i men ſhould conti- 
nue'ſo'bad as now they are 2 Whilit ſome particu- 
lar perſons, '( and thoſe able enough to pay for it) 
ſtick not to-ſweat hundreds of -Oaths in one day, 
belides-all the-:Execrations and Lies they become 
Suilry: of in one day' :. Bat, if menchad rather re- 
form themſelverzulian by their: Crimes help to re- 
b1ild the City; the former ſhall be as welcom as the 
latter ;-and,the latter may,-in'one ſenſe, be pro- 
moted- by the former. '-Buty if rhat way of raiſins 
Money ite fo happily: prevented; poftibly fo ſoon 
as God ſhall. pleaſe. to:turn our Smords into Plow- 
thares, and.qur Spearsinto Praning-hicks: The Wil- 
dom of. our Governors: may think fir to make ſome 
coercive-levy:, for once, towards the relieving of 
friends; as" they have formerly done 3 for, and tos 
wards 'the'numbling:of Forraign-Enemies : and; 
as the (Rum of: Loysdon-is a National-Calamity; fog 
WhoKnqns whether our Rulers may notpleaſe to 
ma<ethe re-buildins of it ſomewhat of a National- 
Cizarge? as 1t-would - certainly be-anhonourg and 
an adyamaze - tothe whole Nation ://But,:remertis 
brin3: what; is faid:, Pf 129: 1 Exbept the Lord 
b nid the (hluſe,' 6 and'fo the' City;'Y! they Tabour 11 
v2in that: build it;'T cannot but: further conſider 
+ Hy what 
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what. words-we ſhould take unto our ſelves, where- 
with to plead with God, that. London, ( it it fo ſeem 
Sood to him,) may be butlragain: And, May we 
not plead thus? O Lord, How many hundred 
Families are there, whaſe. livelihoods feem to de- 
pend. upon the re-building of that-Ciry 2 What 
Gs ſhift do they make in the. mean-time, dwel- 
lI:ins many of them like the //7:e/izes , in Tents or 
Bothes ? Were not many of theſe-$00d-and merci- 
ful men? And, 'Haſt thou, not ſaid, That with thy 
Mercifal thou wilt ſhow thy ſeif Idercifn' 2 How ma- 
ny are there, whoſe bowels vearn, and whoſe hearts 
bleed over the ceſolations of Lindon? Shall Men 
pity them, and will not God much more, wh: of 
intnite compaſſions 2 What: ſtrong affections have 
theſe poor hearts for the place where that Ciry 
ſometimes food ? How do they cleave, as it were, 
to the Ruins of it ? How loth are they to temore at 
any diftance from it, as if they conld fet:le ton9 
bulineſs any where elſe, no more than 7-i/--Kine, 
which, as they fay, cannot give down their Milk, 
unleſs their Calves, or ſomethins in their likeneſs 
ſtand by their ſides : How do their Enemies, yea, 
and thine alfo, inſult and triumph, whiltt poor 
London lieth in aſhes';' ſayings, Aba, Aha; ſo would 
we have it? Shall Zondon' be alwayes a Rujnous 
Heaps whilſt Rome , arid © Paris, continue flou- 
riſhing Cities? Haſtthon not a greater Controverfre 
with them than with it > Doſt thou ſuffer them to 
ſtand? -(not ithat: we beg: the deſtruQion of any 
place,)-Wiltnot/thou permit-Londox' ta riſe again ? 
Shall':Englznd never be like its ſelf again? or, 
How can it be ſo; if London be no more? Was ever 
the Reſtauration of a City more prayed- for, and 
{hall all:thofe Prayers: fall to the pm 
IO What 
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What joy will there be, when the re-building of 
London ſhall be once finiſhed? How will the top- 
Stone be laid with Acclamatiens of Grace, Grace, 
Pal. 71. 20. Thou, who haſt ſhowed that place and 
People great and ſore troubles, vouchſafe to quicken them 
again, and bring thems np again from the depths of the 

Eayth: I vl their greatneſs, and comfort them on 
every ſide. 


FOR: hs —_—C___@__, 


MEDITATION XXVII. 


Upon the Wines and Oils that ſwam in the Streets , 
and did augment the Flames. | 


|| Have heard, that upon ſome great Solemni- 
ties, the Conduits have been made to run with 
Claret : But, ſo much precious Wine and Oyl, as 
ran down the Kennels upon this ſad occalion, was 
never known to do ſo before : Then was London a 
burning Lamp, flaming with its own Oyl ; But, 
worſe than the waſting of thoſe Wines and Oyls 
themſelves was their unhappy mixing with that 
water; which ſome, not well cohſidering, made 
uſe of , to throw upon the flames; and, thereby 
in ſtead of extinguiſhing, did increaſe them. 

Oh the hurtfulneſs even of coſtly Mixtures in 
ſome caſes, Water alone had done well ; but, Wine 
and Oyl added to it did aworld of miſchief ; So in 
Baptiſm , Water alone doth as well as can be, 
(ſuicing the Inſtitution ; ) but, to add Cream, and 
Spittle, 1s both ſinful, ſlovenly , and ridiculous : 
But, O naſty beaſts ! Why do you uſe Spittle above 
all. the reſt? VVould you imitate | that Miracle 
whereby the eyes of the blind-man were opened with 
Spittie for one thing? Why then do you not uſe 
Clay too? But, you are better at making _—_ 
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blind, than blind-Folks fee + Qr, is it fromthe great 
commendation which you have heard of Faſting- 
Spirtle, (in many other caſes, ) that you ule Spite 
tle in this ? Away with your unwarranted-mix- 
tures, ( beaftly ones: efpecially, ) you make me 
digreſs from a ſerious: Subject, to,anfwer Fools 
according to their folly ; But, File return a- 
ain, = 2 

Oh, How did all things at that time conſpire to 
make poor Lomdon miſerable > Not only did the 
Streets and Kennels drink freely of their beit 
Wines and Oyls, but alſo made the Fire to pledge 
them , till it became outragious, like a man-in- 
drink. Drunkards may read their (in in their pu- 
niſhment : God hath inflamed their City wirh 
Wine, wherewith they had wont to inflame them- 
ſelves : God threatned the Jexs, Hoſ. 2. T hat he 
would take from them his Wine, and his Oyl, which 
they had prepared for Baal 3 and , Why not yours, 
which you had prepared for Bacchus? What an 
Argument is it of your unworthineſs, that God 
ſhould give theſe good creatures to the Flames, ra- 
cher than to your Selves ? | 


en. 


MEDITATION XXIY. 


Upon the water running down hill ſo faſt that they could 
' not ſtop it for their uſes 


[d not the water make more haſte than good 

ſpeed ; when it'ran down-hill with ſuch a 
force that they could hardly make any. dams to 
ſave it? 4riffotle's deſcription of Water, is but 
ſlight who deſcribes it by this , that it can hardly 
be contained within it's own bounds, 24x continetar 
1; ;y 
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in [urs terminis, facile in alients, but this ſad occaſion 
may make us think of it; for it was found very dif- 
ficult to ſtop it in it's career: yet I think the main 
reaſon was it's running down ſo great and ſteep 
precipices, rather then it's natural extravagancy, 

and aptneſs to tranſgreſs it's bounds. But let the 
cauſe be what it will, that which T would obſerve 
is, that by overdoings it undid ; it came not at all 
or not conliderably to' their help and aid becauſe 
it came too faſt. So, blood and ſpirits flowing too 
faſt to any part of the body that is miſ-affeted (as 
to the ſide in a pleuriſie)give no relief but.do hurt, 

How good were it, if men knew when and where to 
ſtop? He was a wiſe man ( though he called him- 
ſelf a ſimple Cobler) who adviſed that men would 
unload on this ſide Imnnſter , and take heed of 
overthrowins Charles his Wain : Nor was he a 
fool that obſerved, that ſome men make ſo much 
haſte out of Baby/on that they run beyond Jeruſalem. 
There is no good Mulick to be made, unleſs men 
will keep their due Stops. | 


— 
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MEDITATION XXX. 


{/pon mens being unwilling there ſhould be no firey 
' though fire hath done ſo muth hurt. 


Fter all the miſchief that fire hath done in 
- 3 the world,firſt & lait,none would be content 
there' ſhould" be- no ſuch thins as fire. Though 
ſometimes'/we are the worſe for it,yet it would be 
worſe for-us to be always without it. The uſe of 
things that are greatly uſeful ought nor to be taken 
away, becauſe they have been abuſed , or may be 


ſo. For by that reaſon the Scripture might be 
, | with- 7 


\ } 
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withheld from the common. people, . or denied 
them in their mother-tongue, becauſe ſome paſ- 
fages in.the Epiſtles of Pax/, have been wreſted by 
ignorant people to their own deftruion. And by 


the ſame reaſon there ſhould be no Univerlities, 


becauſe ſome,with the learning they haye there 
received, have contended not for, but. againſt the 
truth : - yea, no Preaching,becauſe ſome have done 
more hurt then good in their Pulpits; Yea, upon 
that account, men : might declame againſt Chriſt 
himſelf ; For that Chriſt hath been, and will be 
to ſome a ſtumbling-ſtone, and a Rock of of- 


| fence, and faith of himſelf, rhat, in one ſenſe 


He came. not. to ſend peace upon the earth, lut 4 
ſmord..-;: EIHOE-1917) | EE 2 | 

They that would. baniſh all good things out of 
the.world -have ever argued from this very Topick 
that ſuch and ſuch things have at one time or o- 
ther done hurt, and may doJſo again; ſo hath fire 
when they xeſolve to abandon it, and never uſe ic 
more ; then,and not till then, ſhall I believe they 
are true to their principles. When the uſe of 
things. is greater than the abuſe, but eſpecially 
when, and where the abnſe of good things. 
may be effecually provided againſt, to ſuppreſs 
the uſe of them, 1s a thins chat can never be an- 
lwered. | bt 


— 


MEDITATION XXX. 
ion the uſefulneſs of fire init's proper place, and tht 


danger of it elſewhere. 


—— 


"Ire on a ſafe Hearth, or in a good Furnace, or 
Oven, how uſetul is it? What almoſt can be 
cone 
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done without it > Yet what more pernicious than 
the ſame fire, if it chance'to burn where it ſhould 
not. Some have expreſſed it thus, that Fire is 4 
god Servant but a bad Maſter. Solomonaith, Light 

# good, and it is pleaſant to behold the Sun. The ſame 
is true of Fire, eſpecially in the Winter time 
which we'uſe to commend by the name - of a 
fine Sunny-bank. But if it happen to get into a 
reek of hay, or into a ſtack, or field of Corn, or in- 
to the Timber of a houſe : Oh !} What work doth 
it oft-times make 2 Men have their. proper places 
allrsned themby God, as well as Fire. In cafe they 
be of nimble ative and fiery Spirits, let them 
but keep within their bounds, and they will dono 
hurt, Yea, the livelineſs of their ſpirits may in- 

able them to do the more $00d. But. if fervants 

once cometo ride on Horſe-back, and make their 

Maſters $0 on footz if inferiours will become 

the head, and make their Superiours the tail; if 

young Phtons will get into the Chariot of the 

Sun , nothins -bur miſchief and confulion: can 

inſte. How good is the Apoſtle's advice 

Every man wherennto he is called, therein let him abide 

with God. HH 


ts 


MEDITATION XXXIL. 
 - Hpon the Blowing 4p of Houſes. 


M Ethinks that faying concerning Babylon is 
very diſmall : Happy 7s he that ſhall take thy 
children and daſh their brains againſt the ſtones. Next 
to the dolefulneſs of that time,ſeems to be the mi- 
ſery of that ſad ſeaſon in which men roſe up & cal- 
led them bleffed,who would do that good office, as 
to. 


i nm 
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to-blow up their houſes, leſt they and. many more 
ſhould periſh together. Did we ever think that 
4 time wonld come, when men would beg, and 
| intreat that not only their neighbours houſes might 
be blown up, 'but their own alſo, and count them- 
ſelves beholden to them that would do it ? God's 
. ways in JudgemeNnts, as well as Mercies, are above 

ours, as far as the heavens are above the earth. I 
cannot but think,what a name that way of Blowing- 
up-houſes hath gotten ; how much it is applauded 
and how much men lament that it was either not 
conlidered or not permitted ſooner. We are thank- 
ful ro men that do us good, though by harſheſt reme- 
dies) and why ſhould we not be fo to God, when 
he is pleaſed to teach us obedience to himſelf, 
though it be by briars and thorns (as Gideoz 
tausht the men of Szccoth); when he prevents or 
abates our pride, though it be by ſendins a meſ- 
ſenger of Sathan to buffet us. But how quickly 
was a great and ſtately Honſe, firſt blown up, and 
then laid flat upon the ground? It was but as it 
were a flaſh of lightning, then a clap of thunder, 
| thenone jumpt upwards (as if it had been that it 
might take the greater Fall); then a great ſm6ak, 
and preſently all was in the duſt. Scarce could a 
ſtrons hand have ſooner ſhuck in pieces the 
rotten branches of an old worm-eaten tree; yea, 
ſcarcely could it have made the over-ripe fruit of a 
' tender plant(as it might be the Vine) tofall ſooner 
to the ground then many goodly Fabricks by the 
irreliſtible force of Gun-powder were ſhaken to 


| | Pieces,and preſently laid in the duſt, 


How ealie is the diffolution of any earthly 
thing ? The way of making things is as it were 


F np-hill; men puff and blow at it, and are out of 


breath, 
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| breath, . and | muſt take time. But deſtraRion; is a 


- 
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precipice. Things no:ſooner begin; to tumble 
trom the;tppz. buc they are preſently at the bottom, | 
of that hill..Gun-powder it's ſelf 5 the moſt-eabily 
ruined, and deſtroyed of any thing ;; Thouſands: 
of Barrels if, they lie together may. be,,blown up. 
by means ,of.,one ſpark, and yet no earthly,.crea- 
ture fo able! to deſtroy as is Gun-powder;. io that it, 
ſhonld ſeem nothins,. is more Paſlivezand.yet no-, 
thins more; ative then that. So haye I obſerved 
amonslt men that none are ſo apt to,ruine others 
as thoſe that are moſt apt to ruine .or be .rnined 
themſelves; As deftructive a thing as Gun-powder. 
is, did we ;not owe the-preſervation of what was, 
preſerved to that under,God,:and to them that had: 
the courage.to uſe it, more then to' any thing elſe. 
Sometimes there is no way to ſave the ,moſt but by 
deſtroying a part, ſo that high Prieſt .prophelied, 
that it was, of neceſſity that one ſhould:die for the: 
people;though other-whiles if you deſtroy any,you 
can ſavernone , as: Paxl. told them that were with 
him, Except theſe abide in-the ſhip you cannot be 
ſaved. Men skilful to deltroy , if they knew when. 
to uſe their faculty, and when to forbear it, might. 
be very. ſerviceable; foraſmnch ,! as deſtruction 

in part, is ſometimes the only way tc deliverance; 

as there is no way to ſavethe life of a man that hath 

a Gansered-Limb, unleſs you cut it oft. _ 

But, Why, was this way of blowing up Houſes no 
ſooner | thought of , ( beins ſo effectual as it is )?.: 
nothing could be more obvious; but God 1s wont 
to blind thoſe whom he intends to ruine. Qzos Fu- | 
piter perdere vuit dementat ; Weggead, that The men | 
of might have not found their hands, Plal.76.5. and, * 
if not their hands, what could they find ? But, { 
Was {| 


TI on oo a en Br ER EI wt oY PE, EIN - 2- + Wc, 


q 


& Me Pe Es PO RE T2 


ha off E - 
LY 


 Baſſages of the late dreadful Fire, 29 


Was this way timely thonght of 2 Was it motioned, - 
and would it not be hearkned to? That is more 
than I know : But;if it were ſo,the cauſe was either 
ly } yain Commiſeration thinking, What pity it was, 
: 2 ro Blow uphereand there a Houſe ;. not conlider- 
* ing, How much better ir was to do fo, tian to let 
the whole City periſh : Better one Jonas be thrown 
over-board , than the whole Ship be calt away. 
Thus, ſome Paylicians deltroy their Patients, by 
not admirtins of more generous , though more 
venturous Medicines; when the Diſeaſe is ſuch , 
as will not be played, or dallied with. Or, Tt- 
merouſneſs might be the cauſe ; They tight fear 
to becalled in queſtion for giving way to the Blow- 
ins up of Houſes : But, Magiſtrates ſhould over- 
look private-Concerns,when they are ſatisfied what 
will be for publick-Good. Some perhaps do juds, 
it proceeded from Covetoyſneſs, that root of ail evil: 
Bit, Who is fo covetous, as to let a Ship and all its 
Fraught be loſt, rather than throw a part of its La- 
dings into the Sea, whereby to ſecure the reſt ? 
More attribute it to careleſsneſs, ſecurity, and pre- 
ſumption ; as thinking thoſe flames much ntore 
ealily extinguiſhable than indeed they were ; and 
that they might draw waters enough ou? of their own 
Ciſterns{to allude to Prov. 1. 15. ) wherewith to 
pat itout; which is a modeſter phraſe thert ts ſaid 
wo have been uſed in the caſe:It is a very weak Cof- 
dial, that ſome, it may be, do comfort themſelves 
withal, v:z., That, if ever L»don he firſt Built, and 
then Fir'd again, in any part of ic, they will not 
tail to Blow up Houſes in good time : Now the 
Steed is ſtoln, be-ſzre to ſhut the Stable-door: 
Pat, I ſhall conclude this Meditati » with my beft 
wiſhes 3 That, if the will of God be fo, we may 
-- never 


. Never hear more the ſound of the Trumpet , and the 
Alarm of War; nor yet ( which is to many more 


dreadful than the former ) the doleful noiſe of ; 


Blowing up of Houſes. 


MEDITATION XXXT. 
Hpon preventing the beginning if Evils. 


| by: good is it to take things in time, to meet | 


a Diſeaſe, as the Poet phraſeth it ; Venrents oc- 


currere morbo : Flow many complain, at firſt, of no- | 
thing but a Cold ; that cold turns to a Feaver 3 that | 
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| 
| 
| 


feaver from Benigne to Malignant ; and, that Ma- | 


lignity ends in Death. Sometimes the ſcratch of a | 


Pin, not ſeaſonably lookt after, Fefters and Gan- 
Srenes,and doth coſt men their Lives. Moſt Men 
think, that, if ſo effetual means, as were uſed at 
laſt, had been known at firſt, at leaſt-wiſe conli- 
dered ; or rather, if not only known and conlider- 
ed of, but alſo reſolved upon, and proſecuted; that 
Fire, which, at laſt, carried all before it, had been 
Rifled, as it were, in its Cradle. But alaſs ! for 
poor Man-kind, it is generally one aggravation of 
_ their miſeries,that ſome way was made for their eſ- 


cape, and they were not ſenſible of it till it was too 


late : Not incountring a danger at the firſt, ordi- 
narily ſprings from deſpiling of it ; which to do, 
is a very evil andan impolitick thing : For uſu- 
ally, the greateit things have but ſmall beginnings; 
and that Cloud, which at firſt is no bigger than a 
hands [readth, may ſpread, till it cover all the face 
of heaven. How great a flame doth a little fire kindle, 
as the Ho/y-Ghoſt ſpeaks by St. Fames. It is ill pre- 
ſyming, that things will conſtantly ſucceed ſo well 
as 
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as generally they do, 3 Fires have erdinarily been 
quenched without blowing up of Houſes, but it 
would not be ſo in this caſe. | | 4% 
Therefore. it 1s good toſuſpeR,and provide a- 
gainſt the worſt,as careful Women do fora Quinſey, 
and 'givea remedy again it, when their Children 
have but a: ſore-throgtz though many ſore-throats 
never end in a Quinſey. Abnndans cautela nin 
nccet ; Tf we prepare for the worſt, and it prove 
otherwiſe, the beſt will help it felf. I ſhall live in 
hope,that after ſa great a Warning given,none will 
hereafter be Epimethens, or offer to play an after- 


Game; but will apply themſelves to the remedy- 


ins of Evils attheir firſt coming. Solowen ſpeak- 
ins concerning Anger, ſaith, T he beginmng of frife 
is as when one letteth out water \ therefore leave 6 

ſtrife before it be medled withal, Prov.17.14. When 
Waters have begun ta make a breach in thoſe Banks 
which ſhould have kept them in, there is like to be 
ſuch an inundation as will bear down all before it ; 
which Compariſon is applicable to many more 
evils belides ftrife and contention. Remedies too 
late applied, ( like letting of bltood-in a Feayer , 
when the time for it is paſt, ) do more hurt than 
go0d. For Citizens, to forbear carrying out their 
Goods, that they might attend upon quenching the 
Fire, when it was palt quenching, by any thing 
that they could do , ( how well ſoever intended, ) 
was but to ſtay, and look on, whilit their Goods 
burnt ; and, to increaſe the flames, as well as their 
own griF and lofſe by the burning of them. I fay 
again , Let men hence learn totake things in time 
Remember Eſ:x, of whom we read , Heb. 12417. 
How tha: afterward, when he would have inherited. 
the eſsing, he was rejefted, for he found no place of 
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repentance, (viz. in his father , for having given it 
away from him,?) though he ſight it carefully with 
tears, Inthe fame words that Chriff lamented Fe- 
ruſalem, give me leave to lament London , and fay, 
O that thou hadſt known, in this thy day,the things that 
had cancerned thy Peace : yea, let me add, Whenſoe- 
ver another day of Grace , and for prevention of 
evil , ſhall come, ( as indeed the preſent time , 
_ though in a more ſpiritnal ſenſe, is ſuch a Day,) 
Hay wei then -know the things that concern our 
peace, before they be hid from our eyes. 


MEDIT ATION YXXXI.L. 


{/pon the C ity- Min'ſters, whoſe Churches mere ſ.rved 
from the Firte | 


I Ive a reaſon, if you can, Why your Churches 
A.I were not bnrnt, as well as were the moſt of 
your Brethrens> Why was an Ark provided for 
you,( whoſe number was ſcarce twice eight,) when 
all the Miniſters of London belides were (as ſuch) 
ſwept away by that Deluge of Fire, (if I may fo 
call it, ) which did then overflow 2 Were you 
the only Noahs that were in the Old World 2 
VVere there ' no Preachers ' of Righteouſneſs 
but your ſelves ? or, Did you -help to build 
that Ark » which ſaved you, as Noah did 2 1 
dare- engage for you, You have more humility 
and modeſty than to.think any ſuch thins: You 
are convinced, God made a difference where he 
found: none. You hate in this caſe, to ſay, Ego me 
ipſum diſcrevi. You know,no account is to be given 
of.it;But that God will have mercy on whom he will have 
wercy: God who aRteth all things according to the 
qa! Counſel 
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Counſel of His own Will, hath reaſons for every 
thias he doth, but-we, are not: worthy to- know 
them. To be ſure, thoſe I did'mention were none 
of thems:: :-13.5.5 by cla compte 
 Wlat a diſting41iſhins mercy is it > thar, you 
have both ſheep and folds, when other Shepherds 
have anithor id Nor ſheep; their folds are 
burnt, -their ſheep, are ſcatter'd: Me-thinks it. is 
time; All ſhops, of meat are ſhut.up , only here, 
and, there one, that /hath gotten-a-licenſe, and 
what.a thins is it, ' that one of thoſe. licenſes ſhonld 
fall, to-your ſhare, there being; ſo; few. of them as 
are ? When there, were Ninty';ſeven Churches 
ſtanding in Londsp,had you heard. a-ſuſpention was. 
comins forth. ( fariwhat reaſon yquzeguld not tell). 
againſt all but twelye or ſixteen of thoſe Ninty fe-. 
ven Miniſters; con}d yon have imagined chat each 
of you ſhould have been. one of that priviledged 
number, or as tae;Diſciples of Chriſt askt him one 
by one when,he told them one ſhould betray him 
Maſter is it I?. So would not you have askt,Am not. 
I, ane of thoſe.zhar are. to. be ſuſpended, and in 
caſe it had proved otherwiſe how thankful would 
you have been ? Such is your caſe now. Others 
have loft, and you have gained ; Others have no 
Congregations, -ahd Yours are greater then ever 
( and look like gathered Churches made up of 
people colleted ont of ſeveral parts and Pariſhes) 
which, now come-to hear you. You have received 
lingular favour doth vot God expe& you ſhould 
do fome {ingular._ thing ?. As Chriſt ſaid to his 
Diſciples , . What (ngular thing doyou? Will you 
not:;think yours ſelves bound to ſhine with double 
and treble fo much ljghtas formerly ( it you can 
poſſibly ) now that there are ſo few publick Lighs 
17 : F-3 left 
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teft"to- ſhine in1 this part of the firmament. Pray,” 


that the ſpirit of Eli4s may be doubled upon you 


how 'that- ſo -matiy Eliar's (as/you your ſelves ac- 
counted them ) are taken away by that fiery Cha- 
riot I have been ſpeaking of. If you fee ſuch mul- 
titndes in your reſpeRive Churches as you never 
faw there before, have cotnpaſſion '0n them” as 
Chriſt had, and kbonr to fend 'therh away well 
ſed; and ſatisfied.” Your lips are now to preſerve 
knowledge for matiy more* thati' they had wont to 
do ; The fire hath given you akind of Monopoly 
for preachins in” theſe parts, aid: therefore you 
maſt needs have'the more Anditors; Forfeit- not 
your Patent. I was a tranger to ſeveral of you, but 
others of you -T knew, whom I believe to. be ho- 
neſt and ingentous men , partly-for whoſe ſake I 
am glad thatthofe Candleſticks are ftill- in being, 
which did and do contain-fo ferviceable Lights. 
As Noah being ſaved from the deluge, did greatly 
help to increaſe the world'; {o'; may *you- adde 
daily to the Chnrch ſuch as ſhall be Teved;” and then 
the worlt Iwiſhyou, is, that blefins from heaven 
may attend your labours. V7 FE ION 
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MEDITATION |\XXXIHTL. 
pon thiſe Miniſters whoſe Churches were burnt, ©. 


Here was cauſe to fear ſome: years (irice that 

K Churches might be demolithed', not-gene- 
rally by fire {for of that therewas no miſtruſt ), 
but by thoſe whom the Scripture compares” towas 
ter, viz. Axyude multitude, I mean of deludedand 
ſick-brain people , who pretended thatall Mini- 
iters, and their legal Maintenance were oo 
po Fn >> nt» 


® ali 
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chriſtian, Churches places of Spiritual whore- 
dom; and could as willingly have pulled them 
down, as if they had been ſo many Brothel-houſes. 
Was itany thing but a pretence? could they think 
as they ſpake? I ſhould hardly believe men could be 
ſo miſtaken, but that Chriſt foretold ſome would 
think they ſhould-do God good ſervice,even in kil- 
ling his Prophets: and Paz! tells us,that when time 
was he verily thought he ought to do many things 
againſt Jeſus of Nazareth, They that thought it 
their duty to oppoſe and vilifie the places catled 
Churches, would probably have taken it for as 
Sreat an honour to have demoliſhed them them- 
ſelves,as others might to have burnt them z bur he 
that fits in heaven wonld not gratifietheir ambiti- 
on,but put that work into the hand of the fire to do, 
which could no ways glory or triumphin it whenit 
was done.But that which I am now to'diſcourſe of, is 
not,by whom but upon whom this Calamity came, 
viz, Concerning the Miniſters whoſe' Churches 
were burnt. Now far be it from me and others 
to think'that they were greater ſinners then other 
Miniſters whoſe Churches ftand to this'day.' T can 
not forget what Chriſt ſaith, Lak, r3. 4. Smppoſe 
Je that thoſe upon whom the tower of Siloam fell, and 
flew them, were ſinners above all men that dwelt at 

eruſalem ; T tell you nay, bat cxcept you repent y # 

ſhall all likewiſe periſh. Had theſe Miniſters made 
Cock-pits of their Pulpits ( as fome elſewhere 
have done ); had they, like thoſe toes of the clov.n 
foot, which conſiſted partly of Iron, and partly of clay, 
( to allude to Day. 2.4.) come thither to trample 
vpon Magiſtracy and Miniſtery , in fuch rail- 
mg Language as ſome that I have heard ,, had they 
thence, like mad men , caft firebrands, arrows and 
I 4 geath, 
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death, Prov, 26,18, truly, for that time, their 
Churches might have been ſpared ; but ſuch we e 
the labours of ſeveral of them, as will certainly 
be mifled. | 

Neither can I chuſe, but refle& how dearly 
fome of them (as is probable) will miſs their 


Livings, ſuch I mean as have Wives and Children, | 


and lictle or nothing to liye upon, but what came | 
in that way ; Few men make a worſe ſhift in the | 
world than Schollars, eſpecially Miniſters when | 


pat out of their courſe; They that have lived as it | 


were out of the world, can worlt of all skill how | 
fo live in it. ;:Swords may be beaten into Plough- 
ſhares, ſo cannot Books ; Moreover the liberal- 
neſs, and ingenuouſneſs of the Education.of Schols 
lars .makes them greater objeRs of pity than many 
others are,when poverty overtakes them.It is pity, 
that they who deſire to live, that they may ſtudy, 
ſhould be put npon ſtudying little elſe, but how 
to.live. One, half years time, without the help of 
a Living, may ſo pinch ſome honeſt Miniſters, who 
have great Families, as that they can ſcarcely 
bear it. They may have hope,the graſs will grow 
again, but they. fear, le mean time the Steed 
ſhonld ftarye. What ſhall be done for thoſe Mi- 
niſters whom only the fire hath ſequeſtred > How 
{nall they be provided for? There is a fayins of 
Chriſt in Zzk, 3,11. which, Analogically ap- 
plied and practiſed, might go a great way, and it 
1s this, He that bath twa coats, let him impart to hin 
thit hath ugae,& he that hath meat let hims do likewiſes 

But that which I have more hope of, is,that the 
Nobility and Gentry of England, who either have 
or ſhortly may have good Livingss to diſpoſe of, 
will lay to heart, how many worthy Labarecrs /fand 
idle 
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idle in the Market-place ſince the Fire , becauſe 
there is none to ſet them on work 3 and will uſe 
their beſt -indeavours that. they may be ſex: forth 
into Gods Vineyard. What God faith of Joſhab the 
High-Prieſt, Zach. 3. 2. 41s not this a brand: plucks 


out of the Fire? is,me-thinks- applicable to thoſe 


Miniſters whoſe Churches were burnt, and them- 
ſelves ſpared; (for what is a Brand, but a ſtick 
partly burnt, and partly unburnt) ; Now,as God 


was pleaſed toadde concerning Juſbna, Take away 


the LOR garments. from him,. and 1 will clothe his 
with ch;nge of raiments, . Some ſuch thing 1n a 
Moral ſenſe, ſhould the ſeveral Patron;' 1n 
England, reſolve to do for thoſe able Miniſters, 
whoſe Churches were conſumed, viz. To Þvelt 
them. with- Livings wortliy;'of them , and. ſuiter 
them no longer, as it were's ta we-r ſackcloth, and 
to lie in aſhts... The Statutes of ſome Colledges have 
wiſely provided, that when there is any compe>- 
tition for places of - prefetment , ceteris peritat, 
they that bave/moſt need of it, ſhould be fisft cho- 
ſen, they that. have: leaſt wealth ſhould carry it , 
if they have as.much worth. .May Patrons go.by the 
ſame Rule viz, To prefer the pooreſt firſt, which 
to do is as I may call it Simony inverſed, or the 
Jaſt oppolte to. baſe Simony :_ for where Simony 
takes place,they that have molt(ard are moſt free to 
part with it) do always carxy. it ; but where Cha- 
rity bears ſway, the; lot falls upon thoſe that have 
leaſt, I fee how you may exerciſe a threefold Cha- 
rity in one, viz; Charity to unimployed and im- 
poveriſhed Miniſters, Charity to the places where 
and people amongſt whom you live, (For ſome Mi- 
niſters do not More went go0d places, then many 
places do want good Miniiters); Yea, & Charity to 
your 
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your ſelves and families, towhom honeſt and able 
Miniſters would be no ſmall bleſſings : Let me 
therefore beg for ſuch Miniſters , as the /talians 
uſe to bes for themſelves, by ſaying to our Honou- 
rable Nobility, and Gentry, as they to thoſe of 
whom they ask , Pray remember to be good to your 
ſelves. 


—— 


—_— —— 


MHEDITATION XXXIV. 


Upon the killing of ſeveral People by the falling of ſome 
part of ruinous Churches. #5 


\ A En were never afraid, tiil of late, to paſs by 
'V& the out-fides of Churches , though there 
were not a few that did not much care to come 
within them : Alas, that thoſe places, in which 
many Souls have formerly been ſaved, by the 
faithful Preaching of Gods VVord, ſhould now 
ſerve to no other end, but to deſtroy mens Bodies. 
Seeing the greateſt part of ſo many Charches were 
burnt, How happy had it been for divers perſons 
if not-one flone-had been left wpon another, which had 
net been thrown down : Thoſe tall Ruins, thoſe high 
Trophies of the Fire, have coſt many lives already; 
and God only knows, how many more they may 
coſt firſt and laſt. es 
F was neyer the man that did, (as too many 
others, ) wiſh the Churches down to the very 
Sround) till ſince the Fire ; and, now Iwiſh it with 
all my heart, concerning as many of them as are 
burnt; for, VVhy ſhould they ſtand to ruin ſome, 
and to rerrifte all that paſs by them, eſpecially in 
a VVindy-ſeaſon.I know not to whom it belongs to 
take care, that ruinated-Baildimgs ſhould be quite 
; pulled 
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le pulled down 3 bur, fure I am, they have had fair 
Ne warning' and if they take it not, by the fame rea- 
ns ſon, T hat he who digged a pit, and covered it not, in 
= caſe a beaſt fell into it, was to make ſatisf ation. to the 
f oxner : and, that hes whoſe Oxe gored another ans 


of Oxe to death , knowing that tht Oxe had wont to puſh 
in time paſt,. and the owner had not kept h.m in, was, by 
Moſes his Law, to pay Oxe for Oxe, and rhe dead was 
to be his own; Ex0d. 21.36. Þſay,by-parity of reaſon, 
ought they, who know'the: danger of Fragments 
of Charches, and other Buildings, ſtanding as they 
do, to fatisfie for. the lives of thoſe Men and V Vo- 
men, who ſhall happen hereafter to be kitlzd by 
the fall of thoſe places, whichiitwas their.duty :10 
have taken down : Great pity it is. that ſo much 
notice was not taken of the firftperſon that /perifhs 
ed by that means, as might have prevented:rhe Ue- * 
ftru& in of Alf the relt 3 Bat; 'of: that we ſpeak too 
lare.. * > Gf, ; Te peu; beg ”_ _—_ 
Had thoſe Churches been either perfectty tand- 
ing, or perfectly demolifh/d, they could havedone 
no hurt; but, being between both, they were ina 
' Capacity to do miſchief 3 though, as for marnter of 
ſervice, they were.in no-capacityatalt. - I am tle- 
ceived if it be not juſt ſo wnhalmoſt;, but mocalto- 
gether-rain'd Perſons, as with Places of thar:ſort ; 
Though” theyiean do, or receive little good them- 
ſelves, yet mayithey prove: incomparablydeftira- 
Rive ro ethers, ( eſpecially infuch high-Winds as 
7 may blow ;) and therefore prudence tmayſugpett, 
| thar ſuch Perſons, as are not judged worthy to be 
perſeftly ruin'd,'and, as irwere deftroyed from off 
the face-of the earth, had better be lefr:ftanding in 
| Tome tolerable condition, than in'fuch arottermg 
and ruinons way, a5;in caſe any violent'tempeſt, or 
DE SENS | unexpected 
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unexpeRed Herricane ſhould happen, might in- 
danger the ruin of many , upon whom they may 
chance to fall. | 
I cannot diſmiſs this Subje& till I haye conlider- 
ed how ſecurely thoſe Perſons, that were killed by 
the fall of ruinous-Buildings, may have been ſup- 
poſed to have paſſed by them, till perchance their 
utter-deftra@ion gave them the firſt apprehen(i- 
ons of their dangers, or rather anticipated the ap- 
prehenſions of it. Alas! How unexpected a gueſt 
oft-times is Death > How often doth it draw the 
latch and come in upon men unawares, when they 
dream of nothing leſs? How comes. it like a thief 
3n the night, when men are in a profound ſleep of 
ſecurity?Ic is like,thoſe People thought, that ſeeing 
«fo many perſons had gon that way.- with ſafety the 
ſelf-ſame-day; yea,it may be the ſelf-ſame-hour; ſo 
might-they , as well as.the reſt : | But, I ſeey there 
is no Topick, from which men argue for ſecurity, 
{how probable ſoever, ) but fails them now and 
then ;--neither is there any ſafety in probable im- 
munity, from ſudden: death,' but only in due pre- 
paration for it.' As for thoſe, who have often 
paſſed ito and fro the :Ruins, and by the 1ides 
of ' tottering- Walls, 'but never received; any hurt - 
I wiſh: they. may:conſider , How infinitely.they are 
bound to God for the gracious watchfulneſs of his 
good Providence over-them, and- for putting ſo 
vaſt a difterence betwixt them and others, as not to 
let them loſe one hair of their heads by ruinated- 
Buildings , whereby others have. loſttheir lives : 
And, :niay ſuch; as have occaſion:.to paſs-by ſuch 
places from-day' to-day, duly conſider, That God 
hath recreated more-dangers than were formerly 3 
and therefore ought they to walk with -more cir- 
realy cumſpection 
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| cumſpeRion than they had wont to do, and to be 
ay | in the fear of the Lord all the day long; andtobe 

in readineſs for the worſt that can befall them ; 
# as men that carry their lives in their hands, and 
y | dowalk in the midſt of menacing-perils. There 
is a Promiſe, (if I may ſo call it, ) Fob. 5. 23. that 
it were good. for a man to have intereſt in, eſpeci- 


City. 


E ally at fuch a time as this ; Thou ſhalt be in league 
. | with the ſtones,as well as the beaſts of the field ſhall beat 
7 peace with thee. 

. a widen 
f MEDITATION XXXV. 

C Of the Fire, its not exceeding the Liberties of the 


VV I conſ{ider the Compaſs this fire took, 
how far it went, and where it ſtopt, I ſee 
cauſe to wonder at ſeveral things ; Fir/?, That it 
did burn much-what about the Proportion of the 
whole City, within the Walls3 that is to ſay, look 
how much was left ſtandins within the Walls, ( as 
if jt had been by way of exchange and compen- 
fation,) ſo much, or thereabouts it burnt without. 
Secondly, That though it threw down the Gates; 
and got without the Walls , yet it nowhere went 
beyond the Liberties of the City of Londen; as if 
the Bars had been a greater fence againſt it,(which 
indeed were no fence atall ) than the Gates and 
Walls could be. Had the Cittizens gone in Pro- 
ceſſion, or had the Lord Mayor and his Brethren 
took a Survey of the Bounds and Limits of their | 
Jariſdi&ion, they could not have kept much more } 
within compaſs than the Fire did. Did not.he & 
who ſets bounds tothe Sea, and faith to the proud 
Waves 
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waves thereof , hitherto ſhalt thou go and no further; 
Ifay, did not he ſay the ſame thing to thoſe proud 
flames? How admirable is the work of God, in 
cauling Creatures that are without Reaſon, yea, 
without Life, to a, as if they well underſtood 
what they did? Doth he not cauſe he day-ſpring 
£9 know its place, Fob 38. 12. and the Sun to know its 
£ ing down, Pſalm 104. 19. The Storch in the hea- 


took juſt ſuch a proportion, as if it had been 
markt out, it brings to mind that uſual ſaying, 
That God doth all things in weight and meaſure, 
and makes me think of ſuch paſſages of Scrip- 
cure, as where God faith, ſaiah 28. 16. that 
He would lay Fudgment to the Line, and Righte- 
ouſneſs to the Piummet. Alſo, where God ſpeaks 
of 4 people muted out (viz. for deſtrution, 1ſ-.1 8. 
2. and 7.) and troden under fort : Alſo, where 
it is faid of God, that He weighed out a path to 
| bis anger, Pſalm 78. 50. Which we tranſlate, 
that He made a way to his anzir, the meaning is, 
He did p-oportion ir, as if he had diſpenſed it by 
weight. 

How great a Mercy was it, that the Suburbs 
were ſpared, conſidering, how great, how po- 
pulous, and how poor they were? Being fo great 
and capacious, they can contain all the exiles of 
the City ; but, it had been impoſſible for the Ci- 
ty, if it had ſtood, and they had been burnt, to 
have contained all the out-caſfts of the more ſpa- 
cious Suburbs. Conliderins their populouſneſs, 
if the fire had fallen to their lot, poſſibly, five 
times ſo many perſons as now are, had been 

undone, 
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undone; and ſo many families had been reduced 
to utmoſt penury, as all England had ſcarce been 
ſufficient to relieve. Laſtly, conſidering, their 
Poverty they had much more generally been 
unable to bear their loſſes than Citizens , or 
thoſe within the Walls were. Neither was the 
ſparing of the Suburbs, a thing more deſirable, 

_ thanit was improbable, when the fire was in its 
Meridian or Zenith, if I may ſo call it. For, as 
the Suns which ſets out in the Eaft, finiſheth 
not its race, till ir come about to the Weſt; 
ſo did this dreadfull Fire threaten not to ſtop, 
till it had run thorough the Suburbs as well 
as the City its ſelf. But God ys who canſeth it 
to rain upon one City, and not upon another, and, 
who kept that Storm of fire from falling upon 
Zoar, which deſtroyed Sodom and three other 
Cities, of that which was called Pentepolis , He 
thus divided the flames of fire» that moſt parts 
of the City ſhould have their ſhare, bur the 
Suburbs, though in great danger, ſhould have 
none. I think, if men had deſigned, to have 
burnt ſo far, and no further, as eaſy as it 
was to kindle, it was hard to extinguiſh ſuch 
a fire, when, and where they would : But if 
any malicious perſons, did condu@ it fo far, 
and there leave it, FVVhat they have done 
ſecretly , mill one day be proclaimed wpon the 
Hyaſe-top. 


Re io Dons, ZE + =- © 


MEDITATION XXXVI1. 
Upon the Saburbs coming into more requeſt then ever, 


ſince the tre, 


Ow much more conſiderable are the Suburhs 

now, than they lately were? Some places of 
deſpicable termination, and as mean account, but 
a4 few moneths fince, ſuch as Hounds-ditch, and 
Sharditch,do now contain not a few Citizens of ve- 
ry good faſhion. Philoſophers ſay, that Corraptio 
z#nins ct generctio alterizs ; {ſo was the marring of 
the City, the making of the Suburbs. What rich 
commodities cannot the Suburbs now ſupply us 
with,which heretofore could be had onely within 
the walls. Time was that rich Citizens would al- 
moſt have held their Noſes, if they had paſt by 
thoſe places where now it may be they are con- 
{trained to dwell : they would hardly have kept 
the dogs of their flick (-to uſe Jobs words with ſome 
v2riation) where now they are forced to keep 
themſelves. Had London been ſtanding ; in the 
places where ſome of them do now inhabit,Zj: 
and Ochim might have dwelt for them, and the 
 Satyrs might have danced there (to allude to Ifa.1 3. 
21)In how great requeſt at this dayzis poor Piedmont 
as I may call it ( Southwark, I mean ) which lay 
ſubmiſsively at the feet of London, like an 
humble valley at the foot of a high mountain? 
What multitudes of Citizens have flockt to it, as 
Slad to be free amonsſt thoſe that were not free 
themſelves , the fire having as it were broken 
down the partition-wall, betwixt thoſe that were 


Free-men of London, and thoſe that were not. _ 
| Tf 
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' If the Suburbs had been burnt, VVhither would 
the Inhabitants have fled? Trade within the V Valls Hi 
they might not, as Citizens may without 3 which i. 
liberty they havins now taken, {as it is their due; ) | 
What are the Suburbs now becom, but as 1t were 
the 1n-{ide of the late-Famous City, carried and | 
placed without the Walls ? Zond # its ſelt ( by a |: 
kind of MsTs4:uyo51s ) the Soul of the City, be- 13 
ins now tranſlated into the Body of the Suburbs - 
So that he, who would now look for London, Mult 
look for molt of it , not within , but without the | 
» Walls. How eaſle is it with God to pull down one | 
and ſet up another > To pluck, the mighty from their 1 
ſeat, and to exalt the poor and needy ? VVe read, - 
though in another ſenſe, that every YValley [ball be 
exalted, and every Mountain and Hill fhall be made 
low. VVho can but think of Hannah's words , 
ſhew ns, how God turns the VVorld up-iide-down 
like a VVheel , the uppermoſt Spoke whereof is 


quickly down, and the lowelt at the top, 1 Sam. 2.5. 
7 hey that were fu'l hve hircd out themſerves for 
Lryead, and they that were hungry have ceaſed : So that 
the barren have lern /even, and ſhe that hath many 
children is waxen feeble : And Verſ.7. The Lord 
makes poor, and maketh rich; he bringeth low, and lift- 
eth up. It is good counſel that an excellent: man 
gives, viz. That we ſhould deſpiſe no mans preſent 
condition, ſeeing we do not know his Dettiny. It 
| Afhould ſeem, the poor deſpiſed. Suburbs were de- 
[ ſtin'd to hold up their heads more than ever, when 
the noble City ſhould lie in duſt and aſhes,as now 
it doth. Let £:n1oners not think much of it, that | 
the Providence of God hath caſt them without the 4 
Gates and'V Valls:of Londcn'; but, rather, coalider <-Y 
of ſuch expreſſions as thoſe, Heb. 13. 12, 13, 14- 
K How 
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How that Chriſt ſuffered without the Gate ; Let ns go 
ther efore to him without the Camp, bearing his reproach, 
For here we have no continuing City. 1 ſay, Let them 
think of thoſe words, and prepare for another-guiſe 
ſuffering without the Gatey than as now they do ; and 
bearing another-guiſe-reproach than now they bear, 
for this is next to-none ; it being more proper to 
fay, and think, That they have made the Suburbs 
honourable, than, That the Suburbs have made 


them deſpicable. 


—_—. 


MEDITATION YXXXVU1I. 
Hron the Tongue being 4 Fire , &C, Fames 3. 6. 


"© er the Scripture would expreſs how 


miſchtevous a Member an evil Tongue is, 
it ſaith, Jt is a Fire. Fire hath done a world of 
miſchief one time or other, and ſo have evil 
Tongues ; whereupon it is added, That the Tongue 
is 4 world of iniquity. There is a fire that is called 
Iqnis fatuns ( quod efficit tales; ) becauſe it makes 
fools of men, leadins them out of their way : So 
So/omon, (peaking concerning a young man ſeduced 
by a Harlot, ſairh, With her mach fair ſpeech ſhe cau- 
ſed im to yield, Prov. 7.21. Fire from ſmall be- 
ginnings ſpreads it ſelf very far, ſo do the evils of 
mens Tongues. So, S9/o-20m ſpeaking, of a Fool , 
faith, The beginning of the words of his. month is foo- 
lifhneſ3, and the end of his talk is miſchieuous madneſs, 
Eccleſ. 10. 13. They are high expreflions which 
Sc. James uſeth concernins the Tongue, tellitis us, 
chat it defileth the whole body, and ſetteth on fire the 
' Cour [eof nature, and it is ſet on fire of Hell, 
By 
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' By.ſering on fire the conrſe of nature , we may un- 
deritind'thofe great Combuſtions which the rongues 
of men have made: in the VVorld, of which there 


arethree famous Inſtances thatcome to mind, ſuf- 


ficient to demonſtrate that, ſo as men may uſe and 
imploy their Tongues, by means thereof the whole 
VVorld may be put into a flame. How did the 
Princes of Swreoth fire Gideon, by that upbraiding 
Queſtion mentioned - Judg, 8.5. Are the hands of 
Zeba and Lalmunnah now in thy hands, that we ſhou'd 


give bread unto thine Army? To which he replyed , 


VVhen the Lord ſhall grove Zeba and Zalmunnch into 


wine hands, then will [tear your fleſh with the briars 


of the wilderneſs, and with thorns : And we know he 
was as good as his word. Did not Naba!s charlifh 
Tongue kindle ſuch a fire in Davids breaſt, as might 


have conſumed all his family, if the greater pru- 


dence of Abigail his wife had not ſeaſonably extin- 
Suiſht it, 1 $42.25, 10, It was gone ſofar, that 
David had ſworn , He would not lexwe of them that 
did pertain to Nabal by the morning-light any that piſ- 
ſed 2g ainſt a wall, Verſ. 22. And all this becauſe of 
a provokins Anſwer he ſent him, ſaying, VYVho is 
David ? Many ſervants nowadsyes break away from 
their Maſters,&c.Yea,the Tongue of David himſelf, 


{at what time he came with a liein his mouth to 


Avimelech ) proved no otherwiſe than a fire, which 
did conſume at once four-ſcore and five of the 
Lords Prieſts, 1 S99.2 2.19. By the ſame reaſon, 
that ſo great Combuſtions were' raiſed by a few 
{parks fallins from the Tongues of particular men, 
may the whole VVorld be deſtroyed by the fire of 
mens Tongues, ſach,and fo great as it may begwhich 
Way Sive us an accompt, of what the Text'faith 
concerning the Tongue, its ſetting on fire the whole 
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Courſe of nature; Now, whereas he adds that the 
Tongue it's ſelf, is ſet on fire of bell: me-thinks he 
ſpeaks of a wicked Tongue,as if itwere a ſacrifice, a 
Holocauſt to the Devil (as the Apoſtle ſaith in ano- 


ther caſe; The things which the Gentiles ſacrifice,they 


ſecrifice to Devils,and not to God, 1 Cor. 10.20.) For 
whereas the ſacrifices which God did accept were 
kindled by fire from heaven, 'a depraved Tongue, 
is ſaid to be kindled by a fire, worſe then that which 
is common, viz. by fire from hell, as if it were in 
token of the Devils preparing, and challenging of 
it for himſelf. | . 

Yet as ill a conſtruction as calling the tongue a 
fire, may bear in one ſenſe; yet in another accep- 
tation of that Metaphor, the Tongue ought to be a 
Fire, ard itis its excellency. ſo to be. The holy 
Gholt came down upon the Apoſtles, in the formr of 
fiery cloven tongues, At. 2. 3. God did touch the 
month of his prophet with a coal fr.m his altar , in 
token that his iniquity was taken away, and his ſin pur- 
ged, Tfa. 6. 7. Thereare words that may be uſed to 
enemies which would be like hearing coals of fire 


 #p0n their heads, in that guod ſenſe that Solomon with- 


ethus ſo todo. May my tongue be ſuch a fire as 


one of theſe, may it be a flame breaking forth, to 
vent, and expreſs a fire of God;zthat burns within ; 


may it be a fire conſumins the vices of others by 
faichful admonitions, and reproofs , in kindling 
and increa{ing zeal in others, by warm and aftei- 
onate connſels; afire refreſhing the hearts of others 


by a due and ſeaſonable application of divine and 
comfortable conliderations. They whoſe tongnes 
are a fire in the worſe ſenſe,viz. inflamins the world 
{with contention, concupiſcence, and other noiſome 
«laſts, ſhall have for their reward ſharp arrows of the 
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Almighty with coals of Juniper, Pſal.120.4.Yea, the 
time is coming, when,in caſe they repent not,they 
ſhall cry out with Diver, Father. Abraham, ſend La- 
zarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and 
cool' rsy tongue, tormented in this flame, Luk.16.” As 
fire is one of uſefulleſt things inthe world, when 
well imployed;ſo is the Tongue of man; (therefore 
called his glory-)** but as that, when 1t exceeds 
it's:/bounds, is greatly pernicious, ſo are the 
Tongues of men; and therefore, look'what care is 
taken to keep fire within our Chymnies, and other 
places-proper for it, the like ſhould be taken to ſet 
a-watch before the door of our lips, :that we offend. 
not with our Tongues ::no- wonder: S.:James ſhould 

ſay, that He. who ffendeth not in wordsg is 4 perfett 

man, abie to bridle the'whole Jody. Fory he that can: 
mafter his tongne canimalter fire, which of all crea- 

tures is moſt untameable. 3: th 
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MEDITATION XXXVII. 
Hpon the Angels being called flames of fire, Heb. 1. 
S it for theirAgility,or for their ſpirituality,or for 


cheir great power;or for their likeneſs toGod that - 
Angels are called flames of fire? or rather, is it not, 


' forall oftheſe? How-quickly doth a flaſh of lighi- 


nings ſhoot its ſelf from Eaſt to Weſt 2. Nor are the 
Angels of God lefs/nimble. Light and fire ( and; 
flames comprehend both) are as ſpiritual bodies 
as any we know, the fitter therefore to reſemble. 
thoſe who are meer: Spirits, and as the Text calls 
chem miniſtring Spirits. The power. of fire,and parti- - 
cularly 1ndeſtroyjing,we know to our colt. And did . 
that lingle Angel ſhow:himſelf leſs powerfal, who in- 
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one night deſtrozed. a hundred: fourſcore & five thouſand 
2 en belonging to the hoſt, of Senacheri» , Ia, 37» 38. 
'I It is not for nothing, that Angels are called Princi- 
| palities and Powers. Neither have good Angels leſs 
power to fave, than to deltroy, when they are. ap- 
pointed therennto. God hjmfelf being called a fire; 
!t is probable enough, that;Angels go by. the ſame 
name, becauſe of the reſemblance which they-bear 
1 God, wito have more of 'Gods image than man 
bimfclt though.man hath more-of it then all-other 
creatures.' The Chatiots of fire. which E/iba.fgw, 
2 .King. 6. 17.. What were they, but ſo many. An- 
gels of Gad that were ſent toguard him which made 
him ſay,thereweremore withthap againit hita.Yea,. 
the fiery chariot-in which Elijzh was ſaid to have 
been taken up td heaven, poſlibly was no other then 
a convoy ofAngels,ſuch as carried Lazarus into Abra- 
hams boſom. How happy are.the Servants of - God in. 
having a guard of Angels ? How ſafe are they, being 
compaſſed about with ſuch walls of fire > No won - 
der, that tite righteous are more bold than a Lion, as 
S9lom0n ſpeaks ; wild beaſts are afraid of fire, . and 
if there be a ſort of men as ſavage as they, yet can 
thoſe good Angels which God hath ordered to pro+ 
tec his people, keep thoſe Salvages in awe. What a 
comfort is ir that God hath ſuch nimbleMeſſengers. 
to diſpatch npon any expedition for our good ? An * 
hoſt of Angels can be with us;preſently, even as 
ſ5on as lightning can glance thorough the air. It is 
well for believers that Angels are ſo powerful that 
they excell ir ſtrength, ſeeing they are theirs, 'ap- 
pointed to miniſter for their good. In: how-much 
teſs danger are Gods childreh.many times,than they 
apprehend themſelves, becanſe their guard isſpi- 
ritual and- inviſible; which made 'E/ja's: ſervant 
; - more 
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more afraid one while than otherwife he would 
have been,8 than afterwards he was.If every Angel 
be a flame of fire, what the Prophet told. his man 
in another'caſe, may be applied in this, There are 
more ( flames and fires I mean ) mith Gods people than 
are againſt them, | 


ts ts, 
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MEDITATION XXXIT. 
Hpen the word of Gid-it's bring compared to firty 
\ For. 33. 296i! .\ 


4%” ſhall we underſtand that queſtion, Jer.2 2. 
. & 29. Is not my word like as a fire ſaith the Lord? 
Wherein confifts the reſemblance betwixt the word 
of God and fire ? Surely it's warming the hearts of 
men in whom it takes place, is one reaſon of it's be- 
ing fo called : For ſo ſaid the Diſciples of Chritt 
Did not our hearts even burn within 1, whilſt he opened 
the Scriptures tous? Luke24. 32. Orcelſe it may be 
ſo called from it's efficacy; in which ſenſe it is alſo 
called a Hammer which breaketh the rocks in pieces : 
Fire is able to demoliſh the ſtrongeſt places, of 
wck we many have ſad inſtances at this day; & ſo the 


Word is ſaid to be mighty through God to pull 


down ſtrong holds.. We read of Gold tried by tire, 
I Pet. 1.7. and is not the Word of God a trying 
thing? It is faid (I ſhall not here examine in what 
ſenſe) that God ſent forth his word and tried Joſeph. 
Pſal.10.19, Who knows not the purifying nature 
of fire, whereby metals are refined? and did not 
Chriſt aſcribe the like virtue to his Word,fayins, 
Now are ye clean through the word that I have ſpoken to 
you? What more piercing then fire, and in that. 
reſpeR alſo, it is much an Embleme of the Word of 

K 4 God, 


$i er x es, toon 2/2 Lots Ae ao. 
: x52 B27 = ws DK "" os © 5 » _—_— 


152 Meditations upon all the Remarkable 
God,which is ſaid,to be/harper than a two-edged ſword 
piercing #9 the droiding a-ſunder 0” fon! and ſpirit , and 
of the joints and marron, Hleb. 4. 12. 

Theſe are but ſome of the Parallels that might 
be made, betwixt the word of God and Fire. He, 
whoſe word it is, would have-it to beas Fire. And 
if it be Fire, where it hath once broken out, and 
got head, it will be bard to ſmother or ſuppreſſe 
it (as that Evangelical Fire, which was kindled by 2 
Luther in Germany, could never be extinguiſhed 2 
to this day). Saint Paw! ſajch, though he ſuffered + 
bends, yet the word of God was not bound, 2 Tim. 2. 4. 
And in-Phil. 1. 12. he faith, that the troubles 
which Lefell him, had happened rather to the further- 
anc of the Gyſpe'; and many did wax confident by his | 
bonds, to ſpeak, the word without fear, If the word | 
of God be Fire { as it 1s ), I wonder not that there | 
are ſuch combuſtions in the world by means of it, |} 
as Chrift, tellins us what 7 through the corrup- 


tion of men) would inſ1e upon his Goſpel, ſaith, 
He tame nt to ſend peace upon earth, but a ſword, 
Aft. 10, 24. Itis not Gods word, but ſomething 
elſe thoſe men would have, who would have no- 
thins preached to them, that ſhould be as fire to 
conſume their Luſts, or to make their conſciences 
ſmart,at the remembrance of them. That which is 
not apt to ſearch and pierce,is nothing akin t5 fire, 
and therefore cannot be the word of God, which is 
ſaid to be quick, and poxerful as fire its ſelf, The 
fires which God kindleth for the 500d of the wo-ld 
(whereof his word is one of the chief) woe be to 
any that ſhal! go-abont to quench. Qnenchins of 
prophecying 1s next unto quenchins of the Spirits 
yea, and is one way of doin3 it, as Divines ob- 
ſerve.. | Dl 
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' I ſee caniſes" to bleſſe -the God of heaven, who 
harh created ſofne fires as profitable as others are 
miſchievous,namely,his word for one,a fire that ne- 
ver doth hurt; otherwiſe than by accident (neither 
indeed would: other fires, kept within their due 
bounds) but ſo much good, - as no tongue can ex- 
preſs. O Lord, that through thine infinite good- 
neſs, I might experiment in my ſelf and others, al] 
thoſe excellent--properties of fire meeting in thy 
word, of which-I have now been ſpeakins ; that 
my heart and theirs might burn within us at the 
hearing of it, as did the hearts of thy Diſciples, 
that it may be mighty throngh thee to pull down 
all the trons-holds of Sin and Sathan that are with- 
in us, that it might trye us as gold is tryed in the 


' fire, and at the ſame time refined and purified; 


that it might pierce, unto the dividing aſunder of 
ſoul and ſpirir, and of the joints and marrow; that 
the (in, which is, as it were, bred in our bones, 
may be gotten out of the very fleſh. May the fire 
of thy word, have ſuch influence as this upon us, 
we ſhall then be ſure to eſcape the fire of thy 
wrath, and to arrive to that happineſs, which is 
called, The inheritance f the Saints in Light, 
Cole 1.12. 


tem 


MEDITATION XK 
Ypon the ſpoiling of Condwits and other Aquedatts, by 


this Fire, 


E-thinks the ſeveral Conduits that were in 
London, ftood like ſo many little (but ftrong) 
Forts, to confront and give check, to that great 


enemy, Fire, if any Occalion ſhould be. There, 


me-thinks 
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me-thinks the water was, as 1t were, intrenched 
and ingarriſoned.' The ſeveral Pipes and Vehicles 
of water, that were- within thoſe Conduits,.. a[l; of 
them charged with water, till, by. the turning of 
the Cocks, they wete diſcharged. againz were, 
as ſo many Souldiers within thoſe Forts, with their 
Muſquets charged, and ready to be diſcharged up- 
on the drawing of their ſeveral Cocks; to keep 
and defend thoſe places. . And look how Enemies 
are wont to deal with thoſe Caſtles , which they 
take to be impregnable, and diſpair of ever get- 
tins by ſtorm, ' viz, .tq attempt, the- ſtarving of 
them by a clofe Siege, intercepting all proviſion. 
of Viauals from coming at them, ſo went the fire 
to work with thoſe little- Caſtles of tone, which 
were not ealie for it to burn down _( witneſs their 
ftanding to this day ); ſpoiled them or almoſt ſpoil- 
ed them it hath for preſent, by cutting off thoſe 
ſupplies of water, which had wont to flow to them, 
melting thoſe leaden Channels, in which the water 
had wont to be conveyed to them, and thereby, as 
it were, ſtarving thoſe Garriſons, which they could 

not take by ſtorm. | 
- Whatthe Scripture ſpeaks of the Landof Jordan, 
that it was well watered every where, before the Lord 
deſtroyed Sodom, even as the Garden -of the Lord, 
like the Land of Ezypt (made fruitful by the River 
N\/4:)3 the ſame might have been ſaid of Londuz 
before this fire, It was watered like Paradiſe its 
ſelf: yea, whereas Paradiſe had but one River, 
( though it parred into four heads, Gen, 2, 10.) Lon- 
don had two at leaſt, deviding its ſelf, or rather de- 
vided into many branches, and diſperlins its ſelf 
ſeveral wayes. For, belides-the noble River of 
Thames, glidins not only by 'the (ides, but tho- 
| row 
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row the bowels of Londen, there was another,called 
the New-River, brought fram Firifordfhire:ithither, 
by the induſtry and. ingenuityof that worthy:and ne- 
ver to be forgotten Knight, Sir: Haeb Middteton,the 
ſpring of. whaſe deferved fame ts ſuch, / as: the late 
Fire its felf {though the dreadfultelt of all that we 
have known!) hath not] nor will not be able to dry 
up; but continue it will, a Fountain of praiſe and 
honour," bubling up to all potterity. | 
As nature,: by Veins avd Arteries, ſome great, 
ſome ſmall, placed up and:down-all parts of the 
Body, miniftreth blood and nourthment to every 
member thereof, and part of each member ; fo 
was that wholfome Water, which was as'neceftary 
for the good of London, as blood is for:the life and 
health of the body, conveyed by Pipes, wooden 
or metalline,- as by ſo-many veins into all parts of 
that famous City. If water were, aswe may call 
it, the blood of Londen, then were its ſeveral Con- 
duits, as it were, the Liyer and Spleen of thar Ci- 
ty(which are reckoned as the Fountains of blood in 
humane bodies) for thatthe great Trunks.of veins 
conveying blood about the body, are ſeared there, 
as great Roots fixed in the Earth, ſhooting out their 
branches-divers and ſundry wayes. - But alas ! how 
were thoſe” Livers inflamed , - and how unfithave 
they been fince to do their wonted Office? What 
pity it is, to'fee thoſe breafts of London (for fo TI 
may alſo cat{them) almoſt dryed up : and the poor 
Citizens-meantime fo loth as they are, to be wean- 
ed from their -former place. They were lovely 
ſtreamsindeed, which did refreſh that noble City, 
one of which was alwayesat work, pouring out its 
{elf when the reſt lay (&i1!. "Q 
_ As if the Fire had been angry with the poor 
| old 
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old Tankard-bearers , both Men and Women, for © 
propagating that Element which was contrary to it3 | 
and carrying it upon their ſhoulders as it were in 
State and Triumph ; it hath even deſtroyed their 
Trade, and threatned to make them periſh by fire , 
who had wont to live by water. Seeing there are 
few or none to ſick thoſe Breaſts at this day, the 
matter is not ſo great ; if they be almoſt empty 
and dry at preſent, may they but fill again, and 
their Milk be renewed, ſo ſoon as the honeſt Citi- 
zens ſhall come asain to their former ſcituations, 
O Lord, that it might be thy good pleaſure to let 
London be firſt reftor'd, and ever after preſerved 
from Fire ;. and when once reſtored, let it be as 
plentifully and commodionſly ſupplied with water 
as ever it was formerly : Make it once again as the 
Paradiſe of God 5 but never ſuffer. any deſtroying 
Serpent any more to come there. | 
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MEDITATION XI. 


{pon the Retorts and Reproaches of Papiſts, occaſioned by 
this fire. 


E-thinks I hear ſome Remzan-Catholicks, ( as 
chey are. pleaſed to call themſelves, ) ſaying, 
Some of yourProteſtantsdid confidentlyforetel, That 
within this preſent year 2666 Kvze ſhould down ; 
Babylon ſhould fall ; Antichriſt ſhould be deſtroyed : 
But, now your own City is deſtroyed in the ſelt- 
ſame-year; which (accordins to you) doth ſhow, 
tiat London was the true-Babylon, and that the true 
Antichrilt is amongſt your ſelves. Yet, upon due 
examination, it will be found, that there is as little 
ſtrength in the Argument which they have brought, 
as 
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as there is ſenſe in the name whereby they are cal- 
led, viz. Roman-Catholicks : whixh is as much as to 
fay, Members of the particular Univerſal-Church ; 
or of that part of the Church which is the whole, 
or of Rowe, which is all the World. VVeread of 
Names of blaſphemy which were upon the heads of the 
Beaſt,Rev.13. 1. But, as if that were not ſufficient 
they have added a Name,which is perfe& non-ſenſe 
for the reaſon aforeſaid ; but, thar by the way. 
Their deſign is, to prove, that Antichriſt is amongſt 
us; and, that London was that Myſtical-Balylon fo _ 
often ſpoken of, according to what was lately fonud 
ina Seditious Libel 3 Do to South-Babel, &c. mean- 
ins to the Southern-part of Zoxdon yet ſtanding,&c. 
But alaſs ! How weak are the Premiſles from which 
they have drawn theſe concluſions. 

Their Argument put into a Syllogiſm , is this; 
If Lond[in were deſtroyed the ſelf-ſame-year in 
which ſome did Prophelie that Babylon and Anti- 
chriſt ſhould be deitroyed; then is London that 
which the Scripture calls Babylon and Anti-chriſt 
amongſt the Proteſtants : But Zondon was , &c. 
Erge, If the V Vorld miſtake not, ſome of you have 
proved the Minor ſo ftronsly,(viz.the deftrution of 
London,) and in ſuch a year, that no body can dif- 
prove it : But, the conſequence of the Major-Pro- 
polition hath no force at all init ; For, what if fome 
did Prophelie the deſtruRion of Babylon and Antie 
chriſt in-66, and London only was deſtroyed that 
year, from what Principle of Scripture, or Reaſon, 
can you thence infer, that London 1s Myſtica's Ba- 
bylon? For, firſt of all, VVho were they: that did. 
Prophelie ſuch a thing ?- V Vere they not a few in- 
conliderable Enthuſiaſtical Men, to whom, not 'one 
Proteſtant of a thouſand gave credit ? For, believe 
me 


x58 Ideditutions upon all the Renmavhable * 
te; Enthaſiaſts and Proteſtants are no convertible 
terms: foraſmuch as not every hnndredth or | 
thouſandth Proteſtant is any thing of an Enthuliaſt, Þ 
b - VVe :do rot ule to'charse upon your Church the | 
Extravagant Bablings of- one or a few 'particular 
Papiſts, but the profefled DoArines and Tenets of 
E, that which yourſelves call the Church ot Rome. 
Do us the ſame right, and forbear to charge upon 
Y Proteſtants, as ſuch, what the Proteſtant Church 
Y doth difavow. +I hk | | 
E | Poitibly they were ſome of your own Religion, | 
E | ſome Romanitts, putting 6n the mask of Proteltants ? 
, (as hath bin uſual with them to do, for {milter ends) 
who foreknowins, that Lindon would be burnt this 
year ( as nothing is more eaſy, than for men to 
'' know what themſelves intend to do) gave out, 
| | | that B4by/on and Anti-chrift would be deſtroyed in 
ſixty fax, for that very end, that when they had once 
effected the burying of Londvn in aſhes, they might 
have ſome pretence to write this Epitaph, Here les 
Babylan, bere lies that which was the ſeat of the 
tre Anti-chrift , * thereby rolling away the re- 
| proach-of B2' yon and Anti-chriſt from themſelves 
Y to whom it belongs, upon the Proteſtants whom it 
E CONCCrns nor. AD3 
| But take heed how-you deny Anti-chrift to be 
-.,* 22, amongſt you, for by that means you 
Sir. | Edw.. quit one Argument, which ſome of 
Sand.:: Spec. your writers have nſed to prove Ame 


TOES LS 


| Emrop. to beatrueCharch, for rhat it is ſaid, 
| that Anti=chriſt fetteth in the Temple of 


God, 2'Thefe 2. 4. But, if upon further conlidera- 
tion, you would not-be'known to have Anti-chriſt 
amongft you, let me tell you, that the Beaf? ſpoken 
of in Scripture, is ſo thoronghly market, that it : 
eaſy 
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eaſy to diſtinguifh-him from the Proteſtant Church, 
and from Rowe heatheniſh and whatſoever elſe he 
would turn over his name to... Me-thinks that one | 
Text, 2 Theſ. 2. 4. would plainly enough decipher 
Anti-chriſt, if there were none but that, ho op- 
poſeth and exalteth bimſelf above all that is called God, 
or that is worſhipped ; ſo that he, as God, ſitteth in 
the Temple of God,ſhewing himſelf that he is God. 
The Emperours of Komze-heathenith (ate not in the 
Temple of God, they were not within the pales of 
the profeſſedly Chriſtian Church, therefore they 
werenottheman of (in,andAnti-chriſt there ſpoken 
of; but he is to be ſought and found amongſt thoſe 
that are called Chriſtians. Now amongſt Chriſtians 
there are none that exalt themſelves above all' that 
are called God, that is, aboveall Magiſtrates which 
are called Gods,challenging a Primacy and Supre- 
macy to themſelvs over all Chriſtians, both Subjects 
and Princes; I ſay there are none that do ſo, but the 
Popes of Rome fucceſlwely:whence it comes to paſs 


| that Papiſts are. wont to refuſe the Oath of Supre- 


macy totheir Native Prince, as believing not their 
own Prince to be Supream under God over his own 
Subjeas, but thei Pope of Rozze over both him 'and 
them. Moreover,who is it that ſitteth in the Temple 
of God,ſhewing himſelf to be God, that is, afſumeth 
to himſelf thoſe things which are proper and parti- 
culiar to God onely, as namely, To forgive ſins? 
For none can forgive {ins but God onely :-I ſay, 
who, but. the: reſpeRtive Popes of Kowe do take 
npon them by their own power, and in their own 
name to forgive fin: the groſsneſs of which praice 
did firit provoke Znther, of a ſtiff Monk, to become 
a zealous Proteftant.* Yea, who amongſt thoſe that 
were called Chriſtians, did ever exalt H— 
'F al 


16 Meditations-upn; all the Remarkable 
all that is worſhipped/( by which 'may be-meant 
the true . God), faving che reſpe&tive Popes 'of 
Rome? And they have done it time after time in 


takins upon them to diſpenſe with .the Commiſſion 
of fin , as with the takins of unlawful Oaths, and 


ſich l:ke. Now God himſelf-though he remit (in ' 


ro fuch as truly believe, and repent: yet henever 
did,nor,by reaſon of the holinels of his nature,ever 
could give men free leave, and licence to do taat 
vihich is ſinful. Ir is true that God-gave the Iſrae]- 
ites Commiſſion to borrow the Fewels and Earings 
of the Egyptians, and never to return them again: 
but that was not a liberty to ſteal; for God, Whoſe 
all thoſe things were, and whoſe are all things, was 
| pleaſed to alienate the propriety;to take thoſe things 


from the Egyptians, and give them - to the It-: 


raelites. 
A fourth Character of Anti-chriſt, is, that - his 

Comins is, with lying. wonders,v:r/.$.. that iSawith 
feigned miracles. Now who amongſt all that are 
called Chriſtians, trade ſo much ( if at all ) in thoſe 
things, as doth the Church of Kezze? How do the 
Romaniſts ( they and only they ) abound with mis 
racles; and all fititionus, and no other then groſs 
impoſture.? Tell thoſe people that have no Bibles 
to conſult, but what are in an unknewn languese 
or elſe perverted by a faſ[fe tranſlation, or.a corrupt 
gloſs; I ſay, tell them the Anti-chrilt is amons the 
Proteſtants, and that L ndon was the -Myftical Ba- 
Lylon of which the Scripture ſpeaks, S:c notus Hlyſſes 2 
Is Anti-chriſt no better known, think you, to them 
that have ſeen his Piure ard Deſcription in holy 
Writ, Alas ! ſuch: coarſe Wares as 1s the ridicu- 
lous afferting of Londen to-be Babylan, will go off no 
where, but in a dark ſhop, or .by a falſe light. 
Your 
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\" Paſſages of the late dreadful Fire, 161 
Your blinded Moles, that live as it were under 
Sround, may be made to believe that Rowe is the 
new Jeruſalem ſpoken of Rev.21.1.and Loudon what 
ever you pleaſe to call it, or any thing elſe where- 
with you ſhall think fit to delude them by thoſe 
artifices which you call Pious-Frauds (which is as 
proper an expreſſion as Pious-Devils) : but our 


{ people converſe with the Sun, I mean the light of 


Scripture. They have read the book of the 
Revelations of Saint John, and though they do not 
pretend to underſtand every thing therein con- 
rained, yet they doubt not what is meant by zhe 
beaſts having ſeven heads and ten horns,Rev. 13.1. be- 
cauſe they find Saint John himſelf expounding it, 
Rev. 17.9. The ſeven heads are ſeven mountains. And 
there are ſeven Kings (that is,Forms of govern- 
ments ) Five are fallen, and one is, and the other is 


_ not yet come,&c.Thele paſſages agree & quadrate to 


Rome exactly. It was built upon ſeven Hills yet to 


. be ſeen,though ſome of them be now without the 


walls of the City. It had ſeven forms of Govern- 
ment, whereof five were fallen in Saints John's 
time,viz. Kings, Conſuls , Tribunes, Decemvir's, 
DiRators: one is, ſaith he, that is, Emperors were 
then in beings, the other was not yet come, wiz; 
Popes. But do theſe expreſsions, all or any of them, 
agree to London, as they agree to Rome? Doth that 
ſtand upon jult ſeven hills? Hath that had juſt ſe- 
ven forms of Government , five whereof were 
fallen in Saint Jobz's time, and one other in being ? 
With what face then can you affirm London to be 
Babylon ? But I ſee, Thoſe men hive impudence 
enough to aſſert any thing, who have taught their 
followers to believe every thing they pleaſe to 
aflert. | 
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\ A faith of Legends: (and only that) may be ſuf- 
ficient to aſſure men that London was Myſtical- | 
Babylon, for that I take to be more than a faith of | 
Miracles :. the latter being a faith of Poſsibles, the 
other of Impofſsibilities and contradiftions. There- # 
fore though ſome of the fillierſort of Papiſts may | 
believe, and others may boldly affert the ſame # 
though they believe it not ( as they do in many 
other caſes) : yet Proteſtants can never be per- 7 
ſwaded to it whilſt the world ftandsg nor aty other 2 
perſons, that are from under the power of groſs 7 
Ignorance, or Prejudice : As for the name Anti- 7 
chriſt, Who knows not that it imports one that ſets 3 
himſelf in the ſtead or place of Chriſt, as well as 2 
againſt Chriſt; the Przpolition ey7e, {ignifying both 
pro, and cox, that is, as well For, as Againft, Now, !” 
Who amonzſt thoſe that are called Proteſtants, can |: 
be charged with ſetting himſelf in the place of * 
Chriſt, as if he would be taken for Chriſt him- | 
ſelf? But that do the Popes of Kore ſucceſively, | 
whiltt they afirm to themſelves, thoſe thinzs which 
are peculiar to Chriſt alone, as namely Forgive- 
neſs of tin, &c. I had forborn this diſcourſe, but 
that I have been advertifed of the reproaches of 
ſome of the Papiſts, who, after the Baptiſm of fire 
we have lately undergone,- go about to Baptize us, 
and our City, with their ſpittle, by the names of 
Rat ylon and Anti-chrift, due only to Rome , and 
Romanitts: and God forbid that whilit Papiſts do 
unjuſtly aſperſe Proteſtants '{ whoſe Religion is 
that which the Laws of England doth eſtabliſh) 
Proteſtants ſhould not have leave, and take heart 
enough to vindicate themſelves, In a word,if Lon- 
don be Myltical Baby/on ( fo confident am I it is 
not ), Jet it never riſe again; if Rozze be not, let it 
never 


river fall : and; bh the other harid; 1et Row (a falt 
as it. proves to' be Babylen the gents the AMothet of 
Hurts; and Abominitions of the Extth , Rev.17.5: 
and let London ſo riſe and flouriſh again (and only 
ſo}*as it ſhall be found to be othetwite. 


FIR 


—— 


MEDITATION XL. 
Hyon the Pains which the Kings Majeſty is ſid to have 
taken in he{ping to extinguiſh the Fire, 


[ Was no eye-witneſs, but have been informed , 
that when the Fire came near to Cripplegate, 
His Majeſty being then and there prefent, did, in 
His,own Perſon, take great Pains (no lefs, as was 
told,then if He had been a poor Labourer, ) to pro- 
mote the extin&ion of it. Poſſibly ſome weak and 
;inconliderate perſons, that ſaw His Majeſty at that 
tme ſtoopins fo low, might in their hearts deſpiſe 
Him for it, (as Micha! did David, for leaping and 
danicing before the Ark, 2 Sa.6. 16. and 20.) 
ſaying in derifion, How grorioks was the King of Eng- 
land” to day ? as ſhe y» 4170W glori:us was the King f 
Ifrael ? &c. Butwiſe and religions perſons, that 
had feen David in that poſture, would have ſpoken 
the ſame words in good earneſt, which ſhe ſpake in 
ſcorn, meaning, as they ſaid, How glorious indced was 
the King of Iſrael,vhilſt,tranſported with holy zeal, 
he leapt before the Ark, which is called, Dancing 
= the L:rd? The like can I ſay from mine heart 
of our Dread Soveraign : Hu glorious was He in 
truth, and in reality, when He'took vpon'Him the 
form, or rather the work of a: niean-man'; and 
vouchſafed His helping-Hand' to'ſtop rhat diſmal 
Fire', when it was in its full carreer? Had I ſeen 

K 2 Him 
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m with His Crown upon His Heads His Scepter 


in His Hand, His Noble Senators all waiting upon, 
Him in their Parliament-Robes,or inall theState in 


which He could have been ſeen, ( Cant. 3. 11.) 


either onthe day of His Coronation, or of His Eſ- 


pouſals ; I could not have reverenced Him more 
arTſhould havedone, if I had beheld Him with 
a Bucket 'in His Hand, pouring water upon the 
Flames 3 or than I do, ſo often as I think of Him 
in ſome ſuch poſture of moſt kind and obliging 
condeſcenſion. Me-thinks it was but equal that 
Chriſt ſhould be more loved, but not leſs honour- 
ed, when he humbled himſelf fo far, as to take a 
Towel, and therewith to waſh, and to wipe his Diſciples 


feet, John 1 3. 4. 


Kings never a& more like themſelves than when 


they are doings good to their Subjects, and are 
ſnatching them,or their Concerns,as fire-brands out 
of the Fire : forasmuch as the Scripture faith , 
That Magiſtrates are the Miniſters of God to thoſe 
that are wnder them for good, Rom. 13. 4. The Ro- 
74n Emperors had wont to ifſue out their Com- 
mands totheir Soſdiers, not in the third, but in the 
firſt Perſon : So Pertinax his Word and Motto was 
Militemns ; not, March ye; but, Let us March ons 
{ including himſelf.) So Septimzius Severus his word 
was Laboremns, Let us be diving. Inlike manner, 
our Gracious Soveraign is ſaid to have ftretcht 
forth His own Royal Hands to affiſt the putting out 
of thoſe Aſpiring Flames, which ſeemed to expect 
a Princely Extinguiſher : That was ſuck a kind of 


Royal Aid, as all Subjets muſt needs be in love 


with; and, Why not more free to that other , 
which goes by ſuch a name in the remembrance of 


this 2 One of the Ancients did wiſh, to have ſeen 


Chriſt 


64 Meditations upon all the Remarkable | 


- RNS I CA ISS 
I EI P oh 


| - Paſſages of the late dreadful Fire, 165 
Chriſt in the Fleſh, Pas] in the Puſpit;'and Rome iN 
its ancient Glory. Much rather, atleft-wiſe thafi 
the lat of 'theſe, would T have ſeen-that fight I am 
now. ſpeaking of; viz. His moſt«Bxcellert Majeſty 
beſtirring Himſelf, to give check'tbthoſs Flames 
which threatned to' Iay both His great City and 
_ Suburbs all-in aſhes-++ Who had rhe faces to ftand 
lil and look on, (as *-many did at other times, } 
whilft their SoveraigniHimſelf was ſo imployed? 
WhiltPrinces work, Subjects cannot have the con- 
fideficeto be id{e;++' Oh the'power and. efficacy of 
Prindely Examples !' Regis 4d'6ximplum, &c, When 
Princes will ielp'to extinguiſh fires themſelves, the 
work is'like to ſucceed 5 and when'thar is done, the 
Sreatfelt thanks are dne to them, next tinto the King 
of” Kings,” 27 , 

18Towith, there'were not many other fires at this 
day Within the Bowels of this Nation, viz. of fears 
ane jealoulies, envy and emulation, wrath and re- 
venge;'diflatisfaction and diſcontent, difſenlion and 
divilion': May he; who is the Yonderfu', Comnſellor, 
and God only wiſe, inftrut His Majeſty , how, and 
which way co extinguiſh them -. and mean-time ro 
increaſe one other fire ( and only that) viz. of 
love and afteRion ; firft to God, nextly to Himſelt, 
and then amongft all his Subjeas one towards ano- 
ther. Solomon tells of a poor man, who by his w = 
dom ſaved alittle City, when a great king came againſt 
it, and beſieged it, Eccleſ.9.14. By this means may 
His Majeſty fave, and preſerve, not only one City 
| but three Kingdoms, which thoſe fires threaten to 
deſtroy ; ( for our Saviour tells us, That a kingdom 
divided againſt it ſelf cannot ſt:nd :) And though no 
man remembred that poor man (becauſe he was poor ) 
yet when 2 more glorious aRion ſhall be done by a 
& 3 Princely 
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Princely hand,;ſurely no man will.qr can forget, 
WHL it not; be a conſiderable accethon of .bonour 
even to.2great;King , tobe nrglled amongit he 


Peace-makers, hom Chriſt pronounceth: 4efipg-? Þ 


As for His' Majeties, inclination :to all ſuch; At+ Þ- 
chievements, as, ſweetneſs of: temper may induce | 


men to, let a[l.His,Subje&s be, well perſwaded 'of, 


by the tears he ſhed; when he beheld che Flames pt | 
London, whigiv ad not reported-but from: a vary (| 
credible Author, How amiable a.{ight is 1600 $6# | 


hold Kings weepingqver the miſgries of thei adyb? 
jects, and whatgflarance doth ir give, that they avell 
not he backward-to redreſs them -ſo;far as is within 
their. power ? Kgd His head been-a fpwntoin'05; thers; 
{ as the . Prophet; Feremy. upon, oe64119] wiſhzchis 
own,) I doubt not but he had poured it foxth when. 


he came near to Cripp/egate, with 1eſglution-tpgojall 


a King could do tq-put'out thoſe flames :; May we 


alwayes ſee a bleſſed contentin--betwixt opx-King. 


and his People, Which ſhall moſt reſent-and hewail, 
each others ſufferings 3 Which ſhall-moſt promote 
and rejoyce in each others happineſs! \ br: 6 


MEDITATION XLIIT. ._ 
Of mer Wor/diing, who loft their All by this Fire. 


His it is for men to venture all they have and 

hope-for, n one bottom; and that unſound and 
apt to leak : Some lay up no treaſures for thet.- 
ſelves any where but npon earth, and upon earth 
there is no ſafe. place to lay up treaſures in : but 
ſome are more hazardous than others, ( as namely, 
Houſe, ſabjeR to the common caſualty of fire ; ) 
and yer, ſome, who have contented themſelves with 
a | | 4 
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a portion in this World only, have laid up all there. 
So juſt is it with God to let them be fooliſh, even 
- in relation to Time, that would--not be wiſe for 
! Eternity : weak, evenasto this World, that would 
not be wiſe for the next. The Prodigal, that deli- 
red to make ſure of his Patrimony, by having all in- 
hand, preſently ſpent it, and was reduced to husks : 
When he ſaw his error, ſurely he became ſenlible, 
that leſs in poſſeſſion, and more in reverſion would 
have done better. Were there not ſome, who , 
when they would bleſs themſelves, ( under a pre- 
tence of bleſſing God,)had nothins elſe to ſay, nei- 
ther cared for any thins elſe, but this,B/efſed be Gd?! 
for 1 am rich ; But, in. how tmall a time are they 
become poor as 7-4 ! ( as our Proverb is.) 

_ Had they not fair Warning ? Did not the Scri- 
pture charge them Not to trujt in uncertain riches ? 
Did it not tell them,T hat Riches hid wings, and nou'd 
fly away ? Alaſs ) What will ſuch People do ? Whi- 
ther will they turn themſelves ? Intereſt in Hea- 
ven they never: had any ; and, intereſt on Earch 
| they have none left: They ace in ſuch like caſe as 
: Saul was, when he faid, T he Philiftims were come up 
| aga.nſt him , and. God was depcrted : Heaven and 
| earth frowns upon them both at once. Had youbeen 
in that caſe, that Chriſ? would have had the Youngs 
man in the Goſpel to have put himſelf into, when he 
counſelled him, To ſell all that he had, and give it to 
the pocr ; tellins him, that if he would do ſo, He 
ſhon'd have treaſures in Heaven ; you had not been 
the hundredth part ſo miſerable ; Yea, happy had 
you been, as to tie main. But now, all ſorts of men 
conclude you in a wofull caſe; Good men do fo, 
becauſe you neither had nor have any thing bur. 


this Worlds goods : Bad men, yea the wort of 
Y E + mens, 


's” 


ry RT: > ie. = Oe"; ETON: 0g 


x68 Meditations upon all the Remarkable | 
- men, becauſe you have now loſt what you had.' 
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But, miſtake me not, as if I were urging People in 
that caſe to deſpair. God forbid ; 1am ſo far from 
that, that Iqueſtion not but even they may be hap- | 
pier than ever they were heretofore, if the fault be' | 
not their own : for, whereas before they had inte- | 
reſt in the World, but none in God; hereafter, # 
may they have intereſt in God, which is far better, # 
though perchance they may have little or none-in | 
the World. Chriſt told the Church of Zaodiceain a | 
ſpiritual ſenſe, That ſhe was miſerable, and pror, and | 
naked ; ſoare theſe men in both ſenſes, viz. Spiritu- | 
al and Temporal : but, let them take that Counſel 
wh'ch Chriſt there gives, and all will be well, viz. 
Buy of Chriſt gold tried in the fire, raiment, &c. All k 
your loſſes may be reckoned as droſs and dung in | 
campariſon of your gains, if you ſhall gain this by 
your lofles, viz. To win Chrift, and to be found in 
him. Say now, whether you your felves were not 
the fools, and they whom you counted fools the 
truly wiſe , whoſe care it was to lay up for them- 
ſelves T re- ſures im heaven, where muth eates not , ruſt 
corrupts not, thieves ſteal not 3 andslet me add, where 
fire cannot break in and conſume, | 


——_ I 


MEDITATION XLIV. 


pon that Foriearance which it becometh Citizens to aſe 
one towards another ſince the Fire. Ts | 


Ow the Fire hath arreſted ſo many honeſt Ci- 
zens, and made ſuch wofnl diſtreſs upon 
them, what pity 1s it, that over-haſty Creditors 
ſhould clap in their Actions upon them thick and 
threefold ; as if ſeeins them ftoop, they were re- 


ſolved 


%\ 
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ſolved to break them;- or,thinkins them fallenfor 
the preſent, they. would never; ſuffer then to riſe 
more. If you think them>well able to pay you 
preſently, and know yourſelves unable to'be with- 
out your moneys any longer, that is another mat- 
ter; or if you have reaſon'to think they will not be 
honeſt, unleſs you make them ſo by a ſurptiſe; and 
take them at an advantage, ſich pry okay > 
for you : but ſuch as have to 'do with men-'that are 
not able to pay their debts when they will; but 
willing to pay them when they are able, and-who 
in caſe they were forborn a. while, might be.aswell 
able as willing to ſatisfie every man;I ſay,where that 
is the caſe, to break mens backs with over-haſtineſs 
atſuch a time as this, to: give them no reſpitez that 
they may recover their wind after the late cafami- 
ty hath run them out of breath, is unchriſtian and 
more than heathenifh unmercifulneſs. * * Wift yan 
needleſly add afflition to the affli ed > WH ybu 
come like waves one in the: neck of another tpon 
thoſe that are almoſt ſunk already? [thoſe that dafht 
upon Scy/la but alittle before; will you throw them 
upon Charybdis? whereas, if they had oppottanity 
to make their Voyage, and might come ſafe tothar- 
bour, ſuch might be their ſucceſs, that you would 
be no loſers by them. Men can part with ſeveral 
Pints of blood ſucceſſively and by degrees, where- 
as,if you ſhould take ſo much from them allatorice, 
they would be ready to faint and dye away. If 
the fire harh really undone men, do not you undo 
them yet more; If that have taken away all 
their Eſtates, do not you ſeize their Bodies; as if 
it were not miſery enough for men to have nothing 
to live upon, unleſs they alſo lie and languiſh in a 
Priſon, ' Do no hurt to others whereby you can do 
no 
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would conſtrajn them to be honeſt, that you believe 
will be honeſt without conſtraint (otherwiſe called 
reſtraint in this caſe ). As for thoſe debtors of yours 
thatmake conſcience to do as they wauld be done 
by, (and I ſhall plead for none but ſuch), though 
at prefent they cannot, Have but patience with them 
«nd. they. will pay you all: that is, all they owe; at 
leaftwiſe, all they can, or ſhall be able to pay, and 
that is all - that yoa can reaſonably demand or 
expect. p " 
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MEDITATION XLF. 


Upon any #hat are ſaid or ſuppoſed to have rejayced at the 
 Eoming and conſequences of this Fire, 


- w +4 Ge 
4 : 
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VV! are they-that did or do rejoyce at the 
// \Y. burning of London ? Some ſuch Monſters 
there are ſaid to be, and none more likely to be in 
that.number, than they that have giyen it the name 
of Bahel or Babylon, from whom we can expect no 
other. than acclamations of Joy, ſaying, Babylon is 
fallen... It may be, they or ſome of them, can boaſt 
of one thing more (and pity it is but if they can 
they. ſhould) viz. that they did help 'to bring 
down that which they call B-bylow. If ſo, ſpeak 
out and be canonizzd-for what you have done; but, 
whether you will or no, time will either condemn 
or abſolve you. As for ſome of that Religion, I 
do in my thoughts acquit them preſently, from 
eitzer contributing to the deſtruction of Londoy, or 
rejoycing in it now it is done, as believins the 
ſweetneſs of their temper, and the morality of 
ſome of their principles to be ſuchy: as would not 
ſuffer 


no food to yourſelves. Go not to; workas if you 
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ſuffer them to do either, and God forbid thatghey 
ould ſuffer fq much as by the Miftruits and jealaz- 
hes of:people concerning Any;lych. matter -<:Bur 
others of thein:again (the pradigions actings of men 
of :the ſame periwaſion jn fgrmer times, the.great- 
neſs ob their own malice, and the deſpe-atencſs, of 
their principles conlidergd)};:1, darenet anſwer for, 
but ſhall -leave -it to. theſe ; hongurabſe-perſons 
wich examined all thaſe mgtters; 40 clear;.ang yin- 
ditate 'themz-uft they havg+found. cauſe iſg 40 do. 
Shoutd I heav any ſpeak with joy. of. the byrmins of 
London, or otherwiſe expreſs themſelyes te be. glad 
of it, if Ifhautd judge: themieives, to: haye had a 
hand in ie(and jt Ifhould judgeiamils) they them- 
{elves would''be.greatiy:acceffary to my. unchasi- 
tableneſs..: Li « be 4 3A » ex $a x) 460 
.© Whoſogver they be, thai, chink: the defisuion 
of. London” toibo 23 gropnd of; Joy, ler them ring 
Rells and mak&Bonehres:profefied(y-gpen; that ac- 
6ount,;that:the world -may know them to;b ſuch 
Monttess.as (ndged they are... think at preſent;but 
of three perſons, towham Tanagy fitly compare ſuch 
men and woman: the ones, that infamous execra- 
ble Roneer; :ſ\ucls a feafter.ypon' cruelty, "that Hi- 
ſtory tells us, He would not eat his dinner. till;ri- 
d10Ss were brought him that certain Martysswere 
urnt ( as if that had bean: the onely, ſqwee that 
could make him reliſh his meat) : 'the other is;that 
incarnate Devil Nero, ' who ſet &ze on fire, who 
was reckoned the Enemy of all mankind; who 
wiſht, that whilſt he lived Heaven and Earth might 
be turned into a Chaos, and whom one fitly called 
Tlnaoy dipe]t peuryptyor, A mixture of clay and bluod: 
And laſtly, to the Father of that prodigious 'Nere, 
and of all ſuch as he, whoſe name is in the Hebrew 
| Tongue, 
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Tongue, Abaddon, and in the Greek Apo/lyon, Rey. 
9.11, that- is in Engliſh, The Deſtroyer. If the 
things you rejoyce at-be the laying waſt ſo noble a 
place, the impoveriſhing and undoing:fſo many hun- 
dreds of honeſt families, the demoliſhing of the 
ſtrongeſt Fort that England had for the defence of 
true Religion, and whatever elſe was and ought to 
have-been dear'to it;-if any or all of theſe were 
and are the ground of your Joy, ſurely the Com- 
pariſons T have made are'not too ſevere. Nay, let 
me teſl/you further, 'in the words of Scripture; 
Pfalm 37.13. The Lird ſhall laugh at you, for he 
feeth your day is coming :' and, as it is in Prov. 1. 
26. God nill laugh at 'your calamity, and nmuck_ when 
gour fear cometh : When your fear cometh as defvlations 
and your deſtrafion as a whirlwind ; when diffreſſe 
and angmſh cometh upon you. T love not to-imprecate, 
but may probably (enough predi& concerning you, 
as the Prophet Jeremy,” concerning the Enemies of 
the - Jews, Lam. 1. 21, 22. of whom he thus 
| ſpeaks, All mine enemies have heard of my trouble, they 
are glad: Thou wilt bring the day that:thuu haft called, 
and they fhall be like anto me : Fle adds, Let all their 
wickedneſs come before thee, and do anto' theme as thon 
haſt-dine anto me. OH eb - 

- Famnot without hope that the malicious, and in- 

humane-Inſulters over London's downfal may great- 

ly contribute (though quite beſides their intention 

and much againſt their wills) towards the re» 

building and reflouriſhing of that once-renowned 

City, neither have I built that hope upon any other 

than a Scriptural foundation, namely, thoſe words 

of Solomn, Prov. 24. 18, Repoyce not when thine ene- 

my falleth, and let not thy heart b: glad, when he ſtum- 

bleth, Leſt the Lord ſee it, and it diſpleaſe him, and he 


turn away his wrath from him, MED. 
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MEDITATION XLIYT., 


Of the burning of Sodom and. Gomorrah, compared 
with the burning of London. 


—_—_ 


A S for the burning of Sidow, and the cities 
{ #£&\& roundabout it, all but Zoar, it muſt be con- 
| - feſſed thatin ſeveral reſpeRts it did tranſcend that of 
London. For, firſt of all we read in Gen. 19. 4 
T hat the Lord did rain upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah, 
brimſtone, and fire from the Lord ont of heaven. Thoſe 
places were deſtroyed by a meer miracle ( which 
was no ſmall aggravation of the judgemeat, as it 
is of mercy when men are ſaved by miracle ) but 
ſo was not London conceived to have been, Nextly, 
the fire upon Sodowz ( and the three other Cities 
conſumed with it) deſtroyed not only a major 
part of thoſe Cities bat the whole. But the Beeſom 
of deſtruion, which ſwept London, did not ſweep 
ſo clean but God hath left ſome ſmall remnant of 
City,that it might not be like Sodom, and like Go- 
zorrah, Iſai. 1.9. Thirdly, the fire upon Sodom 
and Gomorrah did conſume, not only places , but 
perſons; not only four Cities, but the greateſt 
part of their inhabitants, Ger. 19. 25. But to the 
praiſe of diſtinguiſhing-mercy be it ſpoken , the 
inhabitants of Lendon were generally ſnatcht as 
fire-brands out of the fire, and ſo was part of their 
ſubſtance. Fourthly, Sodozs and Gomorrah are ſaid to 
ſuffer the vengeance of eternal fire, Jude 7. Which 
expreſſion, ſo far as it is refer'd to the places them- 
ſelves, doth ſignitie that they were irrecoverably 
deſtroyed by fire, ſo as that they. ſhall eternally lie 


waſt. But concerning London , we hope and have 
rea- 
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reaſon. to hope better things, and that ſhe may ſay to 
her inſulting enemies,Rejoyce not over meg For though - 
1 fall, yet fhall T riſe agtin, &c. Fifthly, bn 
"As if one deſtrnaQion»had been' tov tirele ( atid 
that by fire too) Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, and Ze- 


b)im, were deſtroyed by water allo; that whole F 


Countrey being 'tfarned into a flandins Rinking | 
Lake, which &t this diy ir called the Dexd Sex, and in ® 
the Seriptnte the [#-/ea, Gen: t 4. 7; Though for- 
merty tt wa's even #9 the #rden of 'Godly or as the land 
of Eypt for fraiffelnefr, Gen. 14.10; The Salt-fei 
tt is fuppoſed to be called from the Sulphnrous 
combultions, firft-oce#ſtonins it: andthe Dead-fea, 
becauſe the Charfief-houſe of fo many dead Cir- 
caffes, then deſtroyed therein, or becauſe it is 
quickned-by no vifible motion, or becauſe it kills 
all creatures that coftte into it. Several marks of 
God's carfe it retains to this day. Though it be a 
Sea, yet neither car fiſhes live in it, nor ſhips ſail 
m tt,neither hach it interconrſe with any other ſeas 
or communion with the Ocean, left it ſhould in- 
fe& other waters with its malignity, neither doth 
any healthful thins grow thereon; God having 
blaſted tt (as it were ) as Chriſt did the barren 
fis-tree. Solinus calls it a Melancholy Bay, which 
the black-ſoif thereof, beins alſo turned into aſhes, 
witneffeth to have Been blaſted from heaven. I 
read of nothing that appeareth good in & abour $9- 
dons {ance its deftru&ion, but a'certain'Apple, and 
that doth but appear ſo neither ;. for though it ap- 
pear fair to the eye, yet within the rind of it, is 
nothing but an Ember-like Soot, which being 
lightly prefſed'evaporates into ſttioak, and becomes 
duſt. Laſtly,I might adde that God would'notper- 
mit Zo and his wife , to teftifie their reſpeRts and 
com- 


—— 
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compaſſion towards Sodom, when the ſmoak there- 
of went up like a furnace , by caſting ſo much 
as one look back upon it ; which Lot's wife pre- 
ſuming to do became a pillar of Salt ,- Genefss 
19, 26, In all theſe reſpets was the deftru- 
&ion of Sodom greater , than that of London ; 
Yet, Who is able to ſay, Their ſins were greater, 
all things conſidered ? London had wherewithal to 
make its {ſins more out of meaſure (inful than were 
thoſe of the Sodomites : It may be more tolerable for 
the Land of Sodom and Gomorrah at the day of Tudg- 
ment, than for ſome Londoners, ( though the Judge- 
ment npon London at the preſent beleſs intolera- 
ble of the two, ) dat. 10.15. For, if the mighty 
works which have been done in London, had been done in 
Sodom, poſſibly it had remained to this day, Aatr. 
LF. 33. | 

If any ſhould ſay , Ir is but juſt that the place 
where Sodom ftood, ſhould be turned into a Pand- 
ing-Lake, in memorial of the great Idleneſs of the 
Inhabitants: That it ſhould be turned into a Dead- 
Seas ſo called, from its killins all creatures that 
come near it, in remembrance, how the Sedomites 
did, or would have corrupted all perſons that came 
near them, even the Angels themſelves that were 
L ts gueſts: That the place where thoſe Cities ftood, 
ſhould have no communion with any other place , 
ſhould be an exception from that rule, that, f// 
Rivers run into the Sea, viz. by way of puniſhment 
for that unlawful communion which they had wont 
to have one with another, changing the natural uſe 
to that which is againſt nature ; or that it ſhould 
be a Dead-Sea, becauſe the Inhabitants livins in 
pleaſures , were dead whilſt they live; as is ſaid of 
Widows thatfo live : or, that no good thing ſhould 
| | gow 
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' grow there, becauſe ſo many good creatures of 


God had wont to be abuſed by them, one of whoſe 
fins was fulneſs of bread meaning Luxury; That the 
fair Apple which grows there having nothing with- 
in it but Soot and aſhes, was an emblem and {igni- 
fication of their beins burnt to aſhes for luſting af- 
ter- Beauty. Ifay, if any will fo diſcant upon the 
deſtruRion of Sodom, how ealle were it to atſion as 
many and as ſtrong Reaſons, why God might have 
dealt by London as he dealt with Sod:”z22 When 
Londoners are ready to ſay, No miſery like theirs, 
let them think of Sodom, and the Inhabitants there- 
of: betwixt whom and themſelves, not their own 
merits, but Gods great mercy , hath made a very 
wide difference. 


| MEDITATION XLYI.. 
Of the barning of Troy and the circumſtances thereof, 


oO 


compared with that of London. | 


Ime: was, when that place which was ſince 

called London, went by the name of new-T oy, 
and as it ſometimes bore the ſame name, ſo they 
both came to the ſame end, viz. by fire. Old Troy 
was fired not accidentally, but wilfully and by Ene- 
mies; and ſo ſome think was New-Troy, otherwiſe 
called London, Admit the ory of 7 roy be partly 
fictitious (as things related by Poets are ſiſpeted 
to be) yet give me leave to moraliz? it as follow- 
eth : Is is reported, that Priamns givins leave to 
his Son Paris, to raviſh Helena, Wite to Menelaus 
King of Sparta, was that which forced the Greeks, 
who burnr Troy, to renew their ancient quarrel a- 
Saint it, T think, there have been few Tengenies 

| acte 
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ated inthe world, but the luſt of the fleſh hath 
born a ſhare in, and been one great occaſion of 
them. I cannot ſayzit was that which did provoke 
men to burn London, if it were done. by wilfull in- 
ftraments: bur I doubt not, but that was one of the 
ſins which -did provoke God to ſuffer that goodly 
City to be barnt. Was' not Paris his treacherous 
ſlaying of Achilles, who was in treaty of Marriage 
with his lifter Polyxena, another incentive. to:the 
Grerians to -deftroy Troy > The untighteous 
ſhedding of blood is a lin, that will aseatily kindle 
a fire as moſt that can be mentioned; The Gree/s (as 
is ſaid ) had it revealed to them, that unleſs they 
could do three thinzs, Troycould never be'deftroy- 


ed: One was, they. muſt get the Palladiam,or.imaze 


of Pallas out of the City,” (which, YVirzil ſaith,they 
did: by means of Zlyſes ). ' Pallas was counted the 
Goddeſs of wiſdom. Had not the Palladium been 
taken aways for the time; or had thoſe that were 
concern'd been ſo wiſe at firſt, as they were at-laſts 
London had ſcarcely been burnt to the ground in 
ſpight of all the treachery that was ſuſpeRed,.or 
could have been-nſed. Another thing was, IE.they 


would deſtroy Troy, they muſt provide a'great 
Wodden-horſe, which accordingly they did, put- 


tins ſome of their choiſeſt men into the belly of it; 


which pretending to dedicate to Ainerva, they 


left before the City, havins made-it hisher than 
the gates, hoping, as it proved, that the Trojons 
would pull down part of the wall, to take it in; 
whillt they had withdrawn themſelves to the Iliad 
Tenedos. The Trojans brake down the wall, took in 
the horſe, placed it in the Caftle : but in the nighe 
Sinon who was one of thoſe Greet ins, «that were in 
the Horſe's belly,g'ving notice by fire, the Greehs 
Ca 
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came from Tenedos, who finding the Trojans had 
drank themſelves faſt aſleep , ſackt the City, and 
burnt it. Thus Troy-periſhed, partly by the Credu-- 
lity, Security, Weakneſs, and Intemperance of it's 
Inhabitants, in a little time after it had for ten | 
years together, withſtood the fruitleſs attempts of | 
its adverſaries, Was there not ſome ſuch thing | 
went to the deſtruction of London? Were there not | 
a ſort of men within that City (as is vehemently F 
ſuſpeted ) who might not unfitly be compared to | 
the Greeks that were hid in the Belly of the fore- | 
mentioned Wodden-horſe, people of a concealed | 
Religion, (and therefore I call them hid );and a- | 
monsſt the reſt was there not one $10, as I may Z 
call him, becauſe he was the firſt that kindled the 7 
fire ( witneſs his own \confeſsion)? Had not the # 
- Gates of London been ſet too wide open for ſuch % 
treacherous Grecks to enter in , poſsibly that fa- * 
mous City had been ftanding to this very day. But # 
what was a Proverb concerning T rojans,Sero ſapiunt | 
Phryges, The Trojans uſe to be wiſe when it is too *Þþ 
late, was too applicable to our ſelves. We begin | 
to wiſh the gates of Loxdon had been. ſhut againſt | 
ſuch dangerous Perſons, when alaſs ! in-ſome pla- 
ces it hath no Gates to ſhut. It is likely, the Gentle- 
men that lay Couchant before, in the Belly of the 
Woodden-horſe, are now not withour greater 
hopes than ever that they ſhall get up and ride. But 
be that fits in heaven can make the ſecond of September 
produce them as little good, as did their infamous 
fifth of November,But why was it that Lodo was de- 
ſtroyed by the ſame means as was old Troy? Will 
any ſay that the old Proverb, that ſuch a one is a 
truſty 7 7074n, was as applicable to the new Trojans, 


as to theold?I do not think that was the reaſon. 
For 
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For though. there might be ſome faithleſs,men in 
London, (as there are in all places; ) yet I doubt 


Y 


not, but Londoners ( take one with another) might 
and may ſafely be truſted, as far as any ſort of men, 
and haye as much Faith and Conſcience. .amonglt 
them as is elſewhere to be found, But, that God 
who found fin enough in Fob. to juſtifie ,all that he 
did againſt him, all the evil he brought.upon him, 
could not but have a ſufficient controverlie with 
London 3,which , abſolutely conſidered , was bad 
enough ; though , if compared with other places 
and People, it was certainly one of the beſt, 
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MEDITATION XLVUL. 
Kon the Burning of Jeruſalem , compared with the 
* Burning of London. - od 


Any -Pradigies there: were, as Joſephs tells 

V.& us, that went before the deſtruion of Feru- 
ſalem by Fire , namely, that a great Gate of the 
Temple , which twenty. men could hardly pull 
open, opened of its own accord ; and; that an Oe 
brought farth a Za-b in the Temple ; with ſeve- 
ral others;, which I forbear to mention : Theſe 
were dark Texts for men to expound, yet, ſome did 
venture to Sive the ſenſe and meaning of them, as 
if each of them had been a token for good, whereas 
the event. did manifeſt the quite contrary. So was 
the deſtruction of Loudwr uſhered in with ſeveral 
Prodigies , BlaxingeStars, and others, which did 
precede it at no ſuch diſtance of time , but that it 
was probable enough they might refer to the Fire, 
as well as to the foregoing-Peſtilence. Neithec 
may we doubt, but there were ſome who did puta 
M 2 good 
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Sood conftraion upon thoſe ill-Signes; as-if-they* 
had been fore-riinners of the- good things, which 
they theinſelves expeRed in the year -66 ; though 
as totheir enemies they might have an ill-aſpe&, 
and ominovs ſignification-: Thus far ſome involved | 
themſelyes in the ſame praRtiſe with the Jews of | 
old, and*God hath involved them in the ſame kind | 
of calafnity. Tr is dangerous doing as Jews, leſt we | 
ſuffer as'they. 1G 
But, beſides Prodigies, there were alſo: ſundry -| 
Prophelies, which did*precede the deſtruQion. of | 
F.ruſalem. *Chriſt foxe-told it at large, as is repor- 
_ ted by ſeveral Evangelifts., with the 
ate 24, . ſeveral antecedents and. concomi- 
Hark 13, tants of it 3 how, That the Sun ſhuald 
Luk.21.5. bedarkned, and the Aon not give hey 
L1k,19.44. light, Matt. 24-29. There were alſo 
hamane Prophelies concerning it,as 
particularly. by that Man,'who ran thorough che 
Streets of Fersſalem 5 and cried Woe to-it ſeveral 
dayes together ; which , conſidering what Chrift 
himſelf had ſaid, was at no hand to be lighted. We 
find no Text in Scripture Propheſyins *th& burn- 
ins of Z9don, and 1n ſuch a year 3 but I haye heard 
that ſome did confidently aflert, before any thing of 
the Fire did happen, that Zendon wonld be burnt 
in the year -66 : as others. had done, that it would 
be viſited with a great Plagne in -65 : VVhich 
thinss comins to paſs accordingly , may reaſonably 
incline us to believe, that God, (though by what 
way and means we know not, ) had imparted the 
fore-knowleds of that Event to ſuch as did perems 
ptorily Prophelie concerning it ; For, though it be 
too mnch credulouſneſ(s to believe a Human Pro- 
pheie beio-e it be fulfilled; yet ro diſ-believe that 
ic 
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itwasa teal Propheſie, when it is fulfilled, is on the 
other hand too much, maroſeneſs and incredulity 3 
It is not unuſual:;with God to reveal to one or other 
thoſe great . and ſtrange things which he is about to - 
doin the VVorld ; though becauſe there are many 
falſe pretenders to Revelations,we ought to ſuſpend 
Our belief of ſuch things delivered to us by others, 
till the event do atteſt them, <6 

The burning of Feruſalcm, at leaftwiſe of the 

Temple, is ſaid to have been begun by one of Yeſ- 
patian's Souldiers, contrary to his known will and 
pleaſure ; but, when it was once begun, there were 
many more that did help itforward, with an eye to 
gain and plunder. So the burning of London ſeems 
to haye taken its firſt riſe from one hand, viz. His 
that ſuffered for it; but is vehemently preſumed to 

have been carried on by many more of the iame 

ſtamp : Before Feraſalez was ſet on fire, it had in- 
dured a cloſe Siege, and a terrible Fire, of which 
thouſands,yea millions of People died. No Siege or 

Famine, ( blefled be God !) but a very terrible 
Plague js well known to have preceded the burn- 

ins of . Lo24yz, One j1d3ment going oft without its 
deligned effet , doth not exempt men from , but 
tranſmit them to another 3; as, where one of Ph- 
rach's Plagues ended, another began, he {tilf refu- 

ſing to let Tirael g5;” Some part of Jernſ2'emwas lefr 
ſtanding , viz. the Weſt-end of the Wall, and 
three Towers for their ſtrensth and beauty, pre- 
ſerved by the command of Tiras, to bea- teitimony 
of the ftatelineſs of the City to poſterity. So, by 
the Providence of God , was , and is a tent: 
part of London, or thereabouts, preſerved to this 
day, as it were, in memorial of wiat Londo : was. It 


muſt needs be confeſſed, tha: the deltruction of F - 
| ru/alem 
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ruſalem was far greater 'than that of London , all 
things conſidered ; becauſe millions of 'Fews were 
put to the ſwordzbelides ſeveral other cruelties that 
were inflited upon others of them;one whereof was, 
chat upon a miſtruſt that ſome of them had ſwaHowed 
_ gold,twa thouſand of them were ript up by theSoul- 
diers hoping to have rob'd thoſe Mines,which made 
them Goldanders,but not in ſach a ſenſe as they ex- 
peed to have been. Theſe were aggravations of 
miſery , which Londoners were exempted from 
(thanks to His infinite goodneſs, who in judgement 
was pleaſed to remember mercy). But iris not fo 
much the diſparity as the parallel! betwixt the de- 
ſtruQion of Fersſalem and of London, that Taim to 
ſpeak of; whereof I ſhall adde two inſtances; one is 
this, Jeruſalem and London, were both fired in the 

ſame moneth, viz. Septemier; which moneth hiſtory 

informs us to have been fatal to many other Cities, 

and, as I take it,to Jeruſalem, more then once. 

Laſtly, Jeruſalem was ſet on fire, by Romans: and,as 

is ſtrongly ſuſpeted, By Romaniſts too was London 

burnt. If it were otherwiſe, may their Innocency 

appear, and may thoſe worthy Patriots, who had 

the matter under examination, acquit them before 

all the world, 


———_— 


MEDITATION XLIXN. 


{/pon People's taking the firſt and greateſt care to [ave 
' thoſe things from the Fir, which they did moſt 


value. 


V Ha knows not, that the method which men 

uſed in removing, was, firſt to ſend away 
their V Vifes and Children, (as beins their greateſt 
| treaſure) 
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treaſure); next to them, their Writings of con- 
ſequence, ſuch as Books of accompt, Bills, Bonds, 
and others of great moment, and after them, 
their firſt and greateſt care was) to ſecure their 
Jewels (ſuch as had any), their Caſh, their Plate, 
and ſuch like precious things. Next to them, their 
care was for their Shop-goods, and firſt far thoſe 
that were of greateſt price. In a word, what things 
men did mot value, thoſe they did labour in the 
firſt place to ſecure, deferring the removal oftheir 
lumber to the very laſt, ſo that for want of time 
much of that was conſumed. So Facob, prizing A4- 
chel and her Children above the reſt of his famuly, 


. took the greateſt care to ſecure them, by putting 


them in the rear of his Company, when he went 
out to meet his Brother E/az, coming againſt him 
in a hoſtile way; bat the handmaids and their Children 
he put in the front ( and, as it were, in the forlorn- 
hope) expoſing them to molt danger, for whom 
he had leaſt love and reſpe@, Gen. 33. 2. Alas! 
that men ſhoul& uſe a worſe method in reference to 
ſpiritual things, than they naturally fall into in re- 
lation to temporals. For how ordinary is it with 
men, 1N matters of Relision, to commit vsTegop 
TeoTegoy, which our Engliſh Proverb doth phraſe, 
Setting the Cart before the Horſe, , or, ſetting that 
firſt which ſhould be laſt? How many take care 
to ſave the lumber of Religion, as I may call ir, 
whilſt, mean time, that better part of it which is 
like Plate and Jewels, is in danger to be loſt? So 
did thoſe Scribes and Phariſces, who took great care 
to pay tithe of mint, aniſe, and cummin, and omitted 
the weighticr matters of the Law , viz. Tadgment, 
Mercy, and Faith, Mat, 23.23. There are ſome 
Truths unſpeakably greater, and of more conſe> 
quences 


era 
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quence, than others. Thoſe ſhould mot of all be 
. contended for. 

"There are ſome enemies to our Religion, which 
would not onely build- with hay. and flubble, 
but even lay: another Foundation 'þbefides that 
which is laid, viz. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt, though 
other Foundation , that will bear, can no man 
lay, x* Cor, 3. 11. Such ſhould moſt of all be 
contended againſt. For , others are but diſpa- 
rately -oppolite to us, as. Green to Yellow, and 
other intermediate colours are to White ; but 
ſuch,are as quite contrary to us, as Black can be to 
White. Some Daties there are, the performance 
whereof are, as it were, the very Pillars of a 
Church, which it cannot ſtand withoyt.. Others 
again, are for their nature more diſputable, for 
their uſe more indifferent and leſlie neceſſary. God 
_ forbid, but the firſt of theſe ſhould alwayes take 
place of the laſt,and that we may more regard thoſe 
things of which Chriſt ſaith, Theſe things ought you 
to have done, and then thoſe other , of which he 
Ipeaketh more diminutively, ſaying, Anil the other 
you ſhould not have left undone. 

There are certain fins, which , S-92p/on-like, do 
take hold upon the Pillars of the Houſe, I mean, 
Church and State, and threaten to pull it down. 
How prepoſterous would it be to puniſh peccadil- 
lo's with Scorpions, and let ſuch crimes of the firſt 
magnitude ſcarce be puniſhed with Rods? What 
men. did in relation to the Fire, may ever teach 
them,to mind thoſe things in the firſt place, which 
are of greateſt conſequence. If men had Iron- 
ware and Gun-powder in the ſame Shop, did they 
not ſtrive to remove their Gun-powder before 
their Iron, becauſe that would do moſt hurt, Tt 

is 
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is the Apoſtle's rule, that all things ſhould be done 
decently and-in order. To begin with thoſe things 
which are moſt neceſſary, and then proceed gra- 
dually to thoſe which are of leſs conſequence,is one 
of the moſt neceſſary pieces of Order that can be 


obſerved. Ir is a: good rule, that we ſhould firſt 
do thoſe things that. muſt be done, and afterwards 
thoſe that may be done. Foſeph was overſeen in 


preſentins Ephraim to bis Father's left hand, and 


AAanaſſeh to his right; and Fzcob obſervins it, laid 


his right hand upon Epkr.:im, and his lefe upon 
An:fſeb, Gen, 48,14, In like manner, there is 
frequent cauſe for us to croſs our hands, and place 
our right where we are moved to place our left; 
nothing being more incident to ns, than ro mind 
thoſe things in the laſt, watch we ought to regard 
in the firſt place. By as good reaſon as men ſecured 
their Wives and Cnildren before their goods, 
their Gold and Silver before their lumber, ought 
men, who know their ſouls to be more worth than 
all other things, firſt of all to ſecure them from 
that worm that never dyes,from that fire that neve- 
will go out. 


SFEDITAT ON: KL 


Upon ſume who, ſ.0n after the Fire, conld h::rd!y tell 
where. bruts their o:yn houſes did ſtand, 


O it was, that ſome who attempted to vilit the 

Rujnes ana Reliques of thoſe Houſes in which 
they dwelt, (not above a week before,). though 
they found the Street in which they ſtood, yet had 
Much ado to be certain which was the ground they 
ſtood upon. He that ſhould have told them but 
one 


” : 
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one day before the Fire began, that within five or 
ſix dayes, they being in London, and in the ſame 
Street where their dwelling was, ſhould not be able 
to find the way to their own Houſes, ( where they 
had lived, it may be, twenty years and upwards, ) 
would have been lookt upon as mad, or replied to 
in ſome ſuch language as this; Whatſhould ajile us? | 
Shall we be out of our wits within that time ? or , | 
Shall we be ſtruck with blindneſs as the Sodowites Þ 
were, that ſought for Lots door ? or, if ſo, we think 
we could find our own Houſes blindfold, or in the 
darkeſt night, at ſo ſmall a diſtance : or, Shall Zon- 
don be changed as much as Sodom and Gomorrah ? 
which were fair Cities, but are now a filthy Lake : 
Or how, and by what means ſhould it be ſo much 
altered? He did not more expreſs his admiration 


and disbelief of what was foretold in another caſe, 


who ſaid, 1f God would make Windows in Heaven, how 
could this be ? than moſt men would have expreſſed 
theirs as to this: Yet do we ſee the thing, which 
could enter into no mans heart to conceive, till he 
faw it is come to paſs. Methinks it is ſad to hear 
men, that knew Lyndon well enough before, as they 
walk alons the Ruins, asking at every turn, Which 
is the way to ſuch a place ? and, What ſtreet is 
this 2 and, What Street is that ? But yet more ſad, 


_ to think of men,that have ſought their own Houſes, 


not far from the. place where they had wont to 
ftand, and conld nor eaſily find them. There is a 
phraſe in Scripture, of Mens places knowing then no 
more : but, in this caſe that phraſe was inverſed , 
viz. Men, for the time, knew their places no more, Oh 
ſtupendious Judgment ! I ſee it is eafie for God to 
do ſuch things as are hardly poſſible for men tobe- 


lieve, till they ſee them done. So true is 1t, thac 
the 
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the wayes of God are above our wayes , and his 
thoughts above our thoughts, as much as the Hea- 
vens are above the Earth. How good is*it then to 
be armed againſt-all ſorts of evil, not. only ſuch as 
are likely and probable, but even thoſe which are 
no more than-poſſible? and, What evil is there 


* whichhecannot inflict, to whom all things are poſ- 


ſible > For ought I'ſee, no man is ſecured againſt 
any kind of Judgment, but he, that is ſecured a- 
gainſt all (in ſome ſenſe, ) by vertue of that pro- 
miſe, Prov. 12. 21. No evil ſhall happen to the juſt": 
with others of the ſame import. Nothing could be 
more improbable, than that ſo many Calamities.of 
different kinds ſhould befall Fob, not ſucceſſwely, 
but at one and the ſame timey viz. -The Sabeans ta- 
king away his Cattel, and killing his ſervants, Job 
I. 14. And, that whilett the firſt Meſſenger was 
yet ſpeakins , another ſhould come, and tell him, 
that fire, falling from Heaven, had burnt ap his ſheep 
and bis ſervants ; and, that before the words were 
out of his mouth, another ſhould come and inform 


| him, That the Caldeans had carried away his Camels , 


and ſlain others of his ſervants; and, that before he 
had made an end of his tory, another ſhould come 
and tell him, 7hat a great Wind had kulled his Sons 
and Dauzhter:, Ly throwing down the houſe upon them 
where they were eating and drinking together ; and that 
only one perſon ſhould eſcape each of theſe dan- 


-gers; being reſerved, as it were, on purpoſe to 


bring him the tidings of it : Such a conſpiracy of 
Providences ( as I may call it) to ſtrip a man of all 
his Comforts at once, could ſcarce have been ima- 
Sined , till the event did declare it : UnexpeQed 
and unimaginable miſeries are not much more rare 


than unexpected and unſookt-for Mercies. | 
| Upon 
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Uponthis occaſion,I cannot but think of three other 
ſorts of honſes ( as we may term them) which 
men hayeor'may ſeek for and not be able to. find. 
Firſt, our bodies they are the Houſes or Taberna- 
cles in which our ſouls dwell, (as he ſaid, 4nima 
Galbe male habitat, Galba's ſoul dwelt in an ill-bo- 
dy) when thoſe houſes ſhall be crumbled away to 
| duft, or devonred of worms, who will be able to 
2 find them or to ſay, Which were they ? The Graves 
[; of men they are the Houſes or Receptacles of their 
dead bodies, Fob 17. 13. If I wait, the grave is my 
hoaſe, and the grave is called the houſe appointed for all 
living Fob 30. 23. How many ſuch houſes as thoſe 
could not be found,if they ſhould never ſo carefully 
be ſought for? How ordinarily are the dead tur- 
ned out of poſſeſſion, and the livins come in their 
room? that is; Charnel-houſes have been turned 
into dwellins-houſes, and many more ſuch inſtan- 
ces are like to be : ſo that it hath and will become 
impoſſible,not only to know the bodies ofdead men 
again, but their very graves. And the then Earth 
it's ſelf, that is as it were the houſe of all graves, 
the great Golgotha, or place of 5ka/ls:Now when that 
time ſhall come which is ſpoken of, 2 Per, 3. 10. 
in which the earth and all the works that are therein | 
ſhall be burnt up, that great Houſe of houſes and 
graves, if it be ſought for, will be found no more. 
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MEDITATION LI. 


On the Statue of Sir Thomas Greſham left /fanding 
at the Old-Exchange, | 


Ow great and particular a reſpe& did the Fire 
ſhew to the Efhgies of that worthy Knight, 
| . the 


manyt 


Þafſ ages of the Tate dreadful Five... w8y 
the: honurable Founder of that which was the 
Rojal-Bxchangey and .doner of Greſham-Colledge, 
(which; for preſent, ſucceeds in the room of it;) I 
fay; how great a reſpe&, by the appointment of 
Divine Providence, ( without which not a hair 
falteth-from our heads) did that Fire ſhew to his 
Effigies- in particular, which it left 'fanding and 
undefaced, whilſt mean time the Statues of all the 
Kings and Queens of Eng/-2d (ince the Conqueſt, 
were demoliſhed and thrown down by it.. No man 
could have anſwered. it, to. have put more honour 
upon” a' fellow-Subje&t, than upon: his lawful 
Prince, much! lefſe' upon one Subject: than vpon 

hat had ſwayed the Scepter within his native 
Soil (for certainly there'is an honour which Kings, 
as Kinps,: may. challenge from their own people, 
Sreater than'is due toany of their SubjeRs): but 
Gog;,' who is the King: of Kings, may+do what-he 
pleaſe, He may pall down the mighty from their ſeats, 
and: exals them: of low: degree , as itiis g, Lnke 1. 
52. Men muſt have: regard to political: claimes 


and#rights,. in diſpenſing their reſpeRs,- and-give 


honour towhom honour is due upon'that account: 
but-moral conliderations are thoſe: which-the' Great 
Godtakes notice of, . who is otherwiſe,; no 7eſp:&er 
of perſons, yethatlpromiſed to honoxr thoſe that ho- 
noar him, and is alwayes obſervant, though not of 
mens ſecular dignities, yet of their-real worth and 
deſerts. ' Now it muſt needs be confeſſed, that no 
perſon upon earti had deſerved ſo wellof the Koyz/- 
Exchange, as that worfhiptul Knight "had done, 
who both made and maintained it. Indeed it was 
called the Bxrſe or Parſe of the Kings and Qyeens 
of Engl-ad, and theirs it was by 'Sovereivnty and 
{uperintendency,by confirmation and countenance, 

| bit 
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but it was only his by coſt and charge, by creation | 
and donation. They allowed it for an Exchange, 


 andprotected it as ſuch, buthe only built and ap- 


held it, for that uſe and purpoſe. They were, as I 
may ſay, the God-fathers to that Noble Structure, 
which put their own names upon itz but he the Fa- 
ther whichgave Being to it. Now, which of. thoſe 
two have moſt intereſt in a Child, is eaſy to.judge ; 
and that of the Poet may determine 3 Et gue. nm 
fecimmus ipſe, Hand ea noſtro vico, Things are prin- 
cipally theirs who made them.” . Yet this: niuſt be 
acknowledged,' though he made it an Edifice; yet 
they made it an Exchange, by their Royak SanRion 
and deſignation : bur, to do the.fermer, -Hic /abor, 
hic opus erat.. : And is all that coft and labour loſt, 
which that-generous Knight: did beſtow. upon that 
noble Foundation? Surely.no.; For, belides the 
great ſervice' which that :well»intended Strufture 
did-to the Nation for a. hundred years together, 
ſuch, and fo great was the fragrancy of thet pre- 
cious ointment,-which by him:was poured out .up- 
on the head' of L»ndon and” of it's Inhabitants, 
that the ſavour thereof will never be out of their 
noſtrils; nor ſhall they need the help of a ſtanding 
Exchange, to remember ſo worthy a Founder by. 
Three (1gnal marks of honour did the late deſola- 
ting fire (or' rather God, who is ſaid to divide the 
flames of fire (which may be meant of diſtributing 
them as he pleaſeth) pat upon that renowned Be- 
nefator. One was that I have been writing of, 


- viz. the forbearance of his Effigies, and. of his 


alone (as if the relation of a Founder and noble 
BenefaQtor, had put a peculiar ſacredneſs into it.) 
You might have ſeen him (his Statue I mean) after 


the Fire ſafe” and found, as Noah was after the 
flood, 
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flood.the one having eſcaped a Deluge of Fire (if 
I may fo call it)as the other dida deluge of Water - 
Aab was preſerved by the viſible and probable. 
means of an Ark, in which himſelf and his family 
were imbarqued; bur, all the Ark,or means of pre- 
ſervation which this worthy Knight had , was only 
the immediate Providence of God, which ſeemed 
to intend a particular reſpe&, for and towards ſo 
great a BenefaQor 3 reſerving him, as we hope,(in 
Efhgie I mean,) to ſee another Exchange, as Noah 
was, ( but he indeed in Perſon, ). to ſee another 
World, .after the deftrucion of- the firſt 3 whom 
for that reaſon the ancient Poets are ſuppoſed to 
have meant by him they call Fanws, with two Faces, 
for _ that he had faced two Worlds.. ; Another 
badg of Honour put upon him was, the preſerva7 
tion of - that other .Famous-Building-, known . by 
the name of Gre/ham-Colledge ,, which- that No- 
ble. Knight had long; fince- given to a Publick- 
Uſe; intimating , that he wiſht no. better Suc- 
ceſſors than the Awſes in that Houſe, 1n which 
himfelf did ſometimes dwell. A third Honoux 
which 'befel him at this time was , that his own 
Dwelling-Houſe (that was)ſhould, for the time be- 


ing,and till the former can be built againzbe made 


the Royall Exchange, as if no man could provide 
an Exchange fit to receive our Merchants, but the:r 
old Founder Sir Thomas Greſhim:which thing 1s no 
ſmall acceſsion of dignity, to that place, which as a 
Colledge furniſhed with able Profeſſors, and good 
Lectures, well indowed, was very Honourable 
before. Thus was the worthy Knight thrice dubbed 
(if I may fo call it) after the firft time, and that 
by the fire. Where then is the man that hata an 


eltare commenſurate with fo great an undertaking, 
chat 
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that when heconlſiders theſe.-thinss would. not-be 
ambitious, to do as Sir Thomas Greſham'had done 
before him;z-I mean to huild an Exchange: in Lieu 
of that which now lieth in- aſhes > What better 
way could he think of, whereby to perpetuate his 
name to all Poſterity? or wherein could he- better 
ſerve his Native-Countrey ? -Is there never-a rich 
Batchelor devoted to-a finigle life? Nor. yet arty 
Childleſs (and almoſt kindred-leſs) Widowerthat 
hath Gofd and Silver enough to' compaſs ſuch a 
Slorious work as that ? thereby he may acquire to 
himſelf a name, and a memorial in the world bet- 
ter*then that -of ſons and daughters. How oft do 
great eftates (even ſufficient for ſo great an enter- 
prize as-I ar- ſpeaking” of Y*fall into the hands of 
men that neither know how to uſe them whilſt 
they live, nor: yet how to'diſpoſe them when they 
die, either for their own honour; or for :a publick 
ood. Is it not eafier'to find-ten men-withſach 
eſtates, as Sir Thomas Greſham had, than one :man 
with ſo Noble and generous: a'Spirit? I wiſh ſome 
men do not bequeath their money to not! imuch 
better purpoſes, than if they had' purchaſed Coals 
with it to ſend to Nex-caſtle, or thrown it-into the 
Sea, rather then imploy it to ſo good, and charitable 
a Uſe, as is rebuildins of the Royal Exchange; 
Brave ambition to leave a name juſtly renowned 
amonslt men, if it be any thing of a vice, is,in ap- 
pearance, ſo generous, and ſo like a virtue that 
ſome low-ſpirited men were never capable of it, 
nor can ever be made to fee) the ſharpett Spurrs of 
Honour, ſo as thereby to be ftimulaced and quick- 
ned to Heroical Enterpriz2s. I am amazed to.think 
that ſome, but ordinary men, have parted with thezs 
very lives;only to tell the world they were no Cx 
; wards, 
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Cowards, or to leave a Neme for valour behind 
them (which would be but nine days wonder ) 
when others of better: birth; and quality will not 
part ſo much as with their eftates to good uſes 
(no not when they come to die') whereby to 
inform the world for ever, that'they were lo- 
vers of their Conntrey, as was faid of that 
Centurion 3 He bath luwed var nation, and bailt 2: 
SInagognuee 


MEDIT ATION TDLil. 


11pon the Pillar appointed, and intended tobe ſet up in 
remembrance of the burning of London. 


| i London its ſelf be not the dolefal Monument 
of its own delitruction, by always lying in Aſhes 
( which Gad forbid it ſhould ) it is provided for by 
AR of Parliament, that after its rettauration a Pil- 
lar either of Braſs or Stone, ſhould be ereted.in 
perpetual memory of its late moſt diſmal] confla- 
Sration. Herein (for ought I know ) hath the 
pious care of this age exceeded all former ; For 
though Hiſtory telleth us; that Zoxdon hath ſeyeral 
times been burnt, yet that any ſuch Memorial was 
ſet up, whereby to inform and warn all after ages, 
I cannot call ro mind that I ever read; May we u- 
niformly tranſcend the piety of former ages, as 
well in all other things as we have done in tir's, 
then ſhall we not need to doubt, butas our greater 
fins have of late years procured ns greater judge- 
ments, {one in the neck of another ) than have 
formerly been known in ſo quick a ſucceffion (vis. 


_ bf S$xord; Pettilence, and Eire; ) fo our tranſcen- 
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dant Reformation will end in greater'bleffings than 
former: ages have been acquainted with. - | 
It is not without ſeveral Patterns and\Preſidents . 
in Scripture, that Memorials ſhould be erected, as 
well of Judgements, as of Mercies; For, not only 
did- Facob ſet up a Pillar of Stone 1n'the place 
where God talked with him,and faftened the name 
of Bethe! upon it, Gen, 35. 14. in remembrance 
of the sreat Favour there vouchſafed him 3 bur, 
God himſelf, to commemorate his great diſplea- 
ſure againſt Z:t's Wite, for looking back towards 
S:dow(which ſhe ought notto have done verſe 17.) 
turned her into 4. Pillar of Salt, ( which may lignifie 
a-laſtins Pillar, or a hard {tiff Body of perpetnal 
duration :'( in which ſenſe, the Covenant of God 
is called, 4 Covenant of Sait, that is, of perpetui- 
ty,) to ſeaſon after-Ages with the remembrance of 
his judgment upon her: We read of the'Brazen= 
Cenſers of Korah and his Company, thoſe ſinners againſt 
therr own {6uls (as they are called); that they were 
made into broad-Plates for a covering of the Altar, to be 
a memorial to the children of Iſrael, that no ſtranger, 
that ts, not of the ſeed of Aaron come near to offer in- 
genſe before the Lord, that he be not as Korah and his 
company, Numb. 1. 16.39, We read alfo of a great 
Stone called Abe/,which word tigniheth Grief 5 and 
that name ſeemeth to have been siven it becauſe of 
the Lamentation which the People made over thoſe 
Bethſhemites, that were flain for lookins into the 
Ark, 1 Sa#2.6.1 8. The Philiſtims themſelves, when 
ſmitten by God with Emzrods, and plagued with 
Afice, are ſaid to have preſented the Lord with cer- 
tain Monitments of thoſe judgments that were up- 
on them , viz, with ſo many ' Goldey Emerods ( or 
heures of Emerods,) and ſo fnany Golden Micey 43 
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a Treſpaſe-dffering, I Sam.6:44,5. F' F herefove Ye ſhall 
»21ke Images of their Emerods, and of your ice, whis 

mar the Land ; and ſhall give gliry to the Grd of 1ſra- 
el +pdradventure he will. lighten his hand fremoff you» 


from «off your gods,and from ff your Land : which plain- 


ly ſhowes, thar even thoſe blind Heathen did look 
upon the. due Commemoration of Judgments, as a 
thins welſ-plealing unto God ; and we are affured 
it is ſo, by the complaint which God maketh of the 
Iſraeli:es , their forgetting the great things which 
God hid dvae in Xgypt, and terrible things by the Red- 
Sea, ( meanins' the drowning of Phzr:0þ and all 
his Hoſt there, Pſ2/.;106,21.) And the Apoſtle wri- 
tins of what had befallen the murmuring {fraelites, 
1 Cor. 10. 6. faith , Theſe, things are our examples , 
that me ſhuu'd not luft after evil things, as they alſo inſt- 
ed, Therefore, remember them we mutt, or elfe 
we can take no warnins by them. _ | 
He that queſtioneth the needfulneſs of ereRing 
a Pillar, or ſome other Monument, to commemo- 
rate the late dreadful Fire, may ſee his Error, if he 
do but conlider , that Loxdon- ( though not fuch a 
London then,as this was,) hath formerly been burnt 
ſeyeral times,(and did once continue in aſhes four- 
ſcore and five years together z ) and yet the gene- 
rality of men now livins in theſe parts, were ſo far 
from conlidering and awing their hearcswith the re- 
membrance of ir,that bur here and there a man dath 
ſo much as know that any ſach thing wasever done. 
How vain a thing is it for Papitts to bear us in 
hand , That Orall-Traditt n 1s 
ſufficient to rranſmic Relis:'on 
£61, 218, 263, Othe:Worldz and'is the great 
; thins we are to rely upcn ; when, 
but for the Writings of Hifturians, we had all been. 
0-2 16N9rant 
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ing of London five ſeveral times, viz. -249no Domin: 
798, and Am 801; and again Anno 982, and 
again, :Auno Domini 1087. and after that in the 
year 1133, which was little more than five hun- 
dred years agoe : Had our Parliament had any ſuch 


_ confidence in Orall-Tradition, they had never de- 


{1gned a Pillar for the memorial of a Fire fo hard to 


be forgotten; 
' How weakly do Papits Argue, -that the Autho- 


rity of the' Scriptures is built upon the Church , 
and the Church its ſelf Infallible; becauſe it is cal- 
led, The Pillar of Truth, x Tim. 3.15. Whereas 
Pillars are many times erected for other uſes, than 
to uphold and under-prop buildings; as the feve- 
ral Inſtances which I have brought from Scripture, 
of Pillars, ſer up only as Monuments and Memo- 
rials; and, the uſe to which the Pillar I am now 
treating of,.is to be applied , do plainly prove : 
Such a Pillar is the Church , viz. to.tranſmit the 
memory of Religion, or rather that Inſcription , 
( the Scriptures I mean, )* which are the great 


memorial thereof from one Age to another. 


But, Will the incended matter of that Pillar , 
which is appointed to be either Braſs or Stone, af- 
ford us nothing of a profitable Meditation ?, Me- 
thinks it ſhould. What Metal is there that more 
reſembleth Fire than doth burniſhed-Brafs? there- 
fore in Ezek, 1.7, we read, that the feet of the li- 
vins Creatures there ſpoken of, did ſpark/c like the 
colozr of burniſhd-Braſs. 1t is but fit that the Me- 


 morials of things ſhould bear as lively a reſem- 
blance as may be, of thoſe things of which they are 
intended Memorials : So :the Philiffizzs made 


choice of Artificial ice and Emerods, in remem- 
brance 
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ignorant of ſo remarkable a thing, as was the burn-- 
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branceof thoſe that were true and natural : More” 
over, if London were conſumed by Treachery , no 
mettal can be more fit to receive the Characters of 
their moſt Impudent Villany, who ( as to that ) 
had ſinned with a Brow of Braſs, and with a Whores 
Fore-head. | Or, if Stone: be choſen rather of the 
two, to make that Pillar of, be it a laſting.Emblem 
of the Hardneſs of their hearts, (harder than the 
neither Milſtone, ) that could burn ſuch'a City , 
and ruinſo many thouſand Families, both for the 
preſent, and for many years, if” not- Ages to 
come. | LT | 

Where the Fire began, there, or as near as may 
be to that-place,. muſt the Pillar be ereted, (if 
ever there be any ſuch. ) If we commemorate the 
places where our.-Miſeries began, ſurely the cauſes 
whence they ſprans,. ( the meritorious cauſes, or 
ſins, are thoſe I now intend, ) ſhould be thought of 
much. more. If ſuch a Fane burnt London, Sin firſt - 
burnt. that Lane : Canſa cauſa off cauſa cou,eti ; 
Afiiction ſprings not ous of the.duſt ; not but that it 
may ſprins thence immeditelys { as if the duſt of 
the Earth ſhould be. turned 'into Lice,) but pri- 
marily and originally jt ſprings up elſewhere. 

As for the Inſcription that onght ro: be upon 
that Pillar, (whether of Braſs or Stone, ) I muſt 
leave it to their Piety and Prudence, to whom the 
Wiſdom of the Parliament hath left it'; Only three 
things I both wiſh and hope concerning it ; The 
firſt is,That it may be very humble, sivins God the 
Slory of his righteous Judgements, and takins to 
our ſelyes the ſhame of our great demerits. St. 
condly, That the Confefiion which ſhall be there 
Ingraven,: may be as impartial, as the judsemenc 
its ſelf was 3-not charginsz the guilt for which char * 
B 3 nes 
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fire came upon a few only, bat acknowledging that 
all have: fmned, as all have been puniſhed. Far . 
be it from any man to ſay, that his ſms Aid notheſp 
to burn Z1n:don that cannot alſo ſay (and!/who that 1s 
know not ) that neither the' nor any of hiseither _ 
is, or are'ever like 10 be; any thins' the worſe for © 
that dreadful fire. Laſtly, whereas ſome of the ſame 
Religion with thoſe that did hatch the Powder-plor, 
are, and-have been vehemently ſuſpeted to have 
been the Incendiaries , by whoſe meats London 
was burned, IT earneſtly defire that if time, and 
further diſcovery, be able to acquit them from any 
ſuch gnilt that Pillar may record their Innocency ' 
and may make themſelves, as an [ron Pillar or Bro= | | 
en Wall , (as I may allude'to Fer.1.10,) againit | 
all the accuſations of thoſe that ſuſpe& them, but 
if indeed, and in truth that' Fire either came, or 
was carried on. and continued by their treachery 
that the Inſcription of the Pillar may conligne 
oyer , their names 'to perpetual hatred and in- 
famy. 

Though I have thought roo long already upon 
i398 this ſubject ; yet, me-thinks, I cannot but muſe 
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yeta little further, How men will or ousht to be 

TH affeaed with ſeeing that Pil'a”, and readins' ſuch 

I IY an Inſcription, as, I preſume will be made upon 

f .it. Will they not reflet and fay, Alas ! Is the 
createſt part ofa famous City come to this ? (or 
rather vas it brought to this? ) What nothins 
buta brazen Pillar in lieu of the major part of a 
renowned City? Doletul exchange , As the An- 
cel we read of Matth. 28, 6, told the Women | 
that came to Chriſts Sepulchre , He is 9t Sere , | 
for he is riſen. So this Pillar Rands -but-to tell ( 
men, that a slorious City, that ſometimes' food 
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hereabouts, isnot here now ; for it (or moſt of it”) 
is burnt and gone. : 

How uncomfortable is this in compariſon of | 
the two Pillars we read.of, viz. a Pillar of Cloud , 
and a Pillar of Fire, Numb. 14. 14. Thoſe were 
Pillars for dire&ton, but this was in token of de- 
{kruction. In thoſe God went before his people, 
by day and by fight, but in the Fire, whictr occa- 
fioned this Pillar, he came _ ns. Then was 
God to his people as a Shadow from the heat of the 
rage of their enemies, as a Wall of fire for their - 
prote&ion, but this Pillar calls that time to” re- 
membrance, in which God covered himſelf, as 
with a cloud, that the prayers of Londoners ſhould 
not paſſe unto him, and came forth, not as a con- 
ſervins, but a conſuming fire, not for, but a= 
Sainſt poor London. Surely the place, where that 
Pillar ſhall tand, will be made a Pochim, for who 
will be able to paſſe by it, and not ſhed fometears? 
Yet as woful tidings as that Pillar is to be char- 
ged with, How do I Tons to fee ir onceerected 
(which if I never do, God srant that others may) 
for ſurely, that will never be done, till men can 
ſay of London, as the Prodisals Father of his con- 
verted Son. It (as he) was dead, and is alive again, 
was loſt and is found. | hos 


MEDITATION UTII. 


{/pon the Anniverſary Faſt appointed to be heyt in re- 
membrance of the Fire. 


Ow do we play an after-oame 2 Yet better 

XL A/ate than never ; What Epimethenſſes are we? 

Now the City is burnt,we delign to keepa perpetu- 
N 


4 al 


ob, 


al yearly Faſt, whereas there 15 little doubt, but the 
burning of it might have been prevented, :if, be- 
fore that judgement came, we had ſet ourſelves to 
keep ſachafaſt, as is ſpoken of, Iſa. 58.6. [s not 
thisthe Faſt that I have choſen ? to looſe the bands of 
wickedneſs, to undo the kexvy burthens, and to let the 
opppreſſed go free, and that ye break, every Yoke, &c. 
The Ninivites. were wiſer then we , for when F- 
nah preactvcto them, that within forty dayes Nine= 
vehi#ould be overthrown + They took that ſhort 
warning, proclaimed a Faft , yea and turn:d from 
their evil way, and God repented of the evil , that he 


had ſaid he world do unto them, Jonah 3. 10, We 


have now and then faſted after a fort, but was it 
nut-ſo? that: God might juſtly expoſtulate with us, 
as with the Fews of old, 1: it ſuch a Faſt as 1 
have choſen? a day for a man t1 «fflitt his Soul! ; Wilt 
thou call this a F:ſt, and an acceptable day to the 


Lird ? But have we turned from our eyil wayes? 


as. the Ninevites are ſaid to have done. 


Preventing Faſts like preventing Phyfick are | 


much the beft, but when they have been o- 
mitted { or not obſerved ( as they ought to be) 
which ſarely hath been our cafe ) then curins or 
reftoring Faſts (as I may call them ) are exceed- 
- 1nsnecefſary, as therapeutical or healins -Phytick 
ts, where prophylactical or preventing remedies 
have not taken place. 
A Faſt hoth Anniverſary and Perpetual is not 
without its preſident in ſcripture. The Jewes had 
ſuch a Faſt by Gods appointment, Lev. 16. 24: 


T his ſhall le a ftatate for ever 19 yea y that in the ſe-. 


venth mth ye ſhall affiift your ſ'als, ver. 34. This 
ſhall be an everleſting $::tute to yu, to make an at- 
tonerent for the Children of ſjrael for all their ſous 
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once a years So it iss that the Fes their Anniver- 
ſary Fatt, or day of Atonements,” I fay theirs and 
ours were and are both in the ſeventh month of 
the Year ( reckonins March the firſt, as it is up- 
on a- civil accompt ) and this, we know, came to 
paſſe not. by humane delignation, but by the de- 
termination of divine Providence, which brought 
the Fire in. September , and tt was but Meet, that 
the Faſt, in relation to it, ſhould be in the ſame 
month, and onthe ſame day the Fire was : Yea, 
poſſibly the zeal of Eſther ( if ſuch a thing had 
hapned in her time )) would have continued the 
Faſt as many dayes tozether, as the Fire it ſelf did 
continne ; for we read that She foyſted three dayes and 
three nights together, Eſther 4. 16. and it is pro- 
bable would have held out one day lonver, if fo 
ſolemn an occalion had called her to it. 

How ſuitable it is thar a Faſt ſhonld be pro- 
claimed upon ſach an occat;on as this were ealte to 
make appear. Faſts are a kind of Sabbaths, for 46- 
ſes ſpeakins of the Jews their Anniverſary Faſt, 
£:9.16431. faith 1t ſhall be 2 ſol b;zth of reft unto you, 
and ye ſha'l :fIitk your ſonles by a Statue for evers Now 
the City retteth and injoyeth her Sabbaths in that 
doleful ( if not jromcall ) ſenfe, in which that 
phraſe is nſed, Lev. 26. 34. ( viz. for a place that 
leth defolate ) reaſon good that -Citizzns ſhonld 
keep a Sabbath too, at leaitwiſe every year, as that 
doth every day. When London Heth in aſhes, why 
ſhould not Londoners do ſo to ? at leaftwiſe for a ſea- 
fon : When God hath humbled the City to the 
very duſt, ſhould not Citizens, in like manner, 
hamble their felves under his mighty hand; 

Neither 1s it without reaſcn and ſcripiure that a 
perpetual Fait ſhould te kept rpc :ecompr of a 
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tranlient' judgement -( if I may, call this tranſient ) 
or that the Ages to come ſhould conteſſe; and la- 
ment the (ins and miſeries of former :times , or 
of the Ages that were before them. 7Veh. 9. 2. 
They confeſſed-their ſins and the iniquities of their Fa- 
thers : and Dan. 9. 16. For our fins, and for the ini- 


qnities of 0ur fathers, thy peuple are. becem? a reproach, ' 


There beings Scripture for ſuch a pratice , doubt- 
leſs there 1s reafon- enough for it; yet I queſtion 
not, but a man may lawfully ask, What the reaſon 
iS, Or what cauſe can be afſigned for our ſo doing? 


_ The moſt obvious Reaſons ſeem to reſult from the. 


Love we owe to God, the Relation in witici: we 
itand to our Anceſtors and Foretathers, the Reve- 
rence which is due to the Judgements of God, and 
the bad influence which the tins of our Anceſtors 
and Predeceflors may have upon ourſelves in caſe 
we lay them not to heart. We are ſorry that thoſe 
whom we dearly loye have been injured by others 
{and not then only when we have injured them 
ourſelves ); yea, if we hear of any great wrong 
that was done them many years ago, we are trou- 
bled at it, and affeRed with it ( though poilibly 
not ſo much as if it were but yeſterday). And will 
not true love to God cauſe us in like manner to re- 
ſent the known injuries that have been done to 
him? (and ſuchareall the great violations of his 
Law ) yea , though by others, and many years 
ſince. It thoſe that have wronsed- the perſons we 
love, were ſuch as were nearly related to ourſelves 
(as when Saxl, that was Jonathan's Father, was ve- 
ry unkind to David, whom himſelf had a great at- 
fection for ) it troubleth us ſo much the more. 
So would love to God cauſe us to dog, when thoſe 
from whoſe Loins we ſprans (or who are __ 
| wiſe 
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wiſe near to), have Sreatly provok'd. him, to 
whom all by paſtthings (though even worn out of 
the memory of men) are alwayes as:pteſent. By 
this Rule, thongh tnccefors ought to-monrn.over 
the ſins of their predeceſsors, yet Children" more 
eſpecially over the {ins of their Parents,” or Pro- 
parents, and other Relations one of 'another. We 
reverence not the Judgements of Godias we ought, 
if hearing what God hath done to others for the 
ſame ſins whereof ourſelves are cnilty- ( more or 
leſs) we do not both. mourn , and tremble, and 
humble ourſelves before the Lordy {et he ſhould 
do as much to us, as: God faith to the Iſraelites, 
Fer. 7,12, 14. Go and ſue what T did t0 Shiloh, £ 
will do anto this houſe as d'did to Siloh. © + 

If fuch con{derations ks theſe affe&t us;not with 
the Sins and Judgements, - whici bave-gone over 
the heads of our Anceſtors in former tttmes, then 
do we ourſelves become. partakers 'of their ins, 
and theirſins help to 91l-up the meafureiof ours : 
as we read of the /ins of the Amorites not being yet 
full (implying, that the fins of the time preſenr 
and. time paſt, were thrown as 1t were into one 
meaſure); and as Chriſt ſpake to the perfecuting 
Jews, M4 :t. 23. 35+ ſaying, Tht upon then m1ght 


* come all the righteous blocd, from the blood of Abel to 


the blyod of Zacharias. We read of: God's viſiting 
the iniqgities of the fathers upon the children, to the 
third "and fourth generation; and that he doth when 
they make them theirs, as by other means, fo par- 


-ticularly by not mournins'over them. 


But it after-ages will not weep over the miſeries 
of this(which Hiſtory will not ſuffer them to be ig- 
norant-of'), let them weep-over tieir own loſes by 
this Fire : for I doubt not, but ſome may ſmart un- 
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der the conſequences of -it hundreds: of: years 
hence : foraſmuch as ſome Eſtates were conſumed 
by it, which might otherwiſe have been tranſmit- 
ted from Generation to- Generation throughout 


, ſeveral Ages to come. For ought I know,the fourth 


* and fifth Generation-from hence (to ſpeak within 
bounds) may have juſt- cauſe, even from the in- 
fluence this Judgment may have upon themſelves, 
co obſerve-the ſecond of September as a ſolemne 
Faſt. JE TTet At vs 

As for the good ends. we may propound to our- 
ſelves in obſerving that day as a Religious Faſt, 
they are fo plain and vilible as that nothing can be 
more, Solemnly to humble ourſelves time atter 
time, under this mighty hand of God, that may be 
one.To beg that God wonld build up the waſte pla- 
ces in his good time, that may be another : as alſo, 
that he would make a gracious provilion for his 
1mpoveriſhed Servants : And laſtly, To deprecate 
the like Judgement for time to come.; ſeveral of 
which ends, 1f I miſtake not, are hinted-to'usin 
the Att of Parliament. | 

Bit when I further conſider it, how ghaſtly are 
the thoughts of another Fatt? and that for Anni- 
verſary perpetuity? Alas ! how do Faits multiply 
upon us? and the canſe3- of them much more ? 


==Sixty five gave us juſt occaſion for one perpetual 
. Faſt, with reference to the dreadful Plague that 


was in that year, and --lixty {1x by a no lefſe dread- 
ful Fire, hath” given us another. Thus ſin upon 
{in, hath made work for Faſt after Faſt. And the 
truth is, fo many and fo great are our lins at this 
day, that if God ſhould puniſheach of them with a 
particular and proportionable Judgement, and 
every tach Judgement ſhould be Oe 

with 
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rs with an-Anntiverſary Faſt, the whole year migltt 
q ' conliſt of little elſe but Faſtins-dayes + at leaſtwiſe 
t= |} all ourFeſtivals be juftled out, and all thoſe Letcers 
tn f becloathed with Mourning, thatwere wont to be 
h | clady (as itwere) in Scarlet. Admit that Zoy- 


n {| ' don ſhould be built again, and ſwell to as greac a 
bigneſs as it did before (the latter of which no per- 
ſonnow livins is like to ſee) yet even then there wil 
EF. be found juſt cauſe of Faſting, Mourning, and La- 
| mentation, for the burning of Zdon in 1666, 
- the, prints and footſt®ps whereof will even then be 
, | vilible, though not by an outward defolation, yet 
| by an-inward and leſs perceptible decay. Though 
London may in proceſs of time, come to look as 
- well in the face as ever it did; yet it's inwards and 
vital parts will go nigh to remain greatly waſted 
and conſumed. fs | 
Bur after I have inlifted fo long upon the Suta- 
bleneſs, Congruity, and Reaſonableneſs of a year- 
Iy Faſt in Relation to the Fire :; It is fit I declare 
my ſelf as to the nature and manner of the Faſt 1 
wiſh for, and which only will Read us, viz. Such 
a Faſt as is ſpoken of, 7/a. 58. 6, 7. then may we 
hope to ſee ſuch a promiſe fulfilled as that, ( of 
which we read)ver.1 2. And they that ſhall be of thee, 
ſhall baild the old waſte places : thou ſhalt raiſe up the 
foundations of many generations, and thou ſhalt be c.Alied, 


T he repairer of the breachythe reſtorer of paths to del in. 
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MEDITATION - E##F: 
Upon the burning down if Zion-C olieage. 


A Tn was an Epitome of England (if not al- 
| {o of the whole World.) In it was ſomething 
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of almoſt everything; and amongſt the reſt, Col- 
ledpes ere&ed or deligned for moſt kinds and parts 
of good Learning : only two of which I ſhallnow 
inſtance in, vis. Gre/h2mand Ziom-Colledses. The 
former,which was to be for Divinity and other Sci- 
ences, yet ſtandins; the latter, which was inten- 
ded only for Divines, and for Theolosy, now ly- 
ing in the daft.” Doubtlefs , Learning is a great 
advantage and ſtay to Religion, as the Apoſtle him- 
ſelf intimateth , when he ſpeaks of ſome why be- 
ing ignorant and unlearned, d1 wreſt the Scriptures to 
their own deſtruttion, and if men (as much as in 
them is) would root Religion out of the world, 
they could uſe no means more effe&ual than that 
which F/ian applied himſelf to, viz. the extingui- 
ſhins of all good literature. - This came to mind, 
when I remembred that Colledge to be yer tand- 
ins, where Divinity and other Sciences dwell to- 
gether, though I am far from aſsigning thar as the 
reaſon, why that Colledge rather than the other 
did efcape the Fire. 

But, my work is, to treat of thoſe places that 
did not eſcape, and now particularly of Zion-Col- 
ledge. The place where that Colledge ſtood, from 
the firſt time that I can receive any account of it, 
was alwayes a ſeat of Charity; firſt in the Oare (as 
I may call it) and afterwards rehned. By Chari- 
ty in the Ore, I mean, that which was popiſh and 
ſuperſtitious : For the firt Foundation that I read 
of in that place was a Nannery : After that, it was 
converted to an Hoſpital, inthe year, 1332. for 
the relief of one hundred blind men, and was cal- 
led the Priory or Hoſpital of Saint Mary the Vir- 
Sin, founded by Wilkam E/fiag, the which YY- 

- 4.-became the firſt Prior there, In the ſame -a 
| where 
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where that Priory was ſituated, was lince erected 
the Colledge I am fpeaking of, for the Clergy of 
London and Liberties thereof, and for the ſuſtenta- 
tion of twenty poor people, ten men and ten wo- 
men. 

An exemplary and well-contrived piece of 
Bounty and Charity was the founding of that Col- 
ledse, and the Alms-houfes thereunto belongins - 
Which I muſt needs ſpeak in praife of thoſe it's 
worthy Founders, whoſe Names ſhould alwayes 
live, thongh their Works be now demoliſhed. _ 

Ofthe Charity that built that Colledge, and the 
Library belonging to it, I can ſay no lefs, than that 
it was,a Liberal, a Living ,an Extentlive,an Humble, 
and a Handſome reſpe&ful Charity, and in all thoſe 
reſpeas greatly Exemplary. That it was Liberal,ap- 
peareth by the qualityof thoſetwoDivines,that were 
the Founders of it, one of the Colledse its ſelf, viz. 
Door T howzaas VVhite, the other of the Library, 
212, Maſter John Simſon, All the preferment that I 
can find either of theſe Gentlemen had in and 
from the Church, was, that the former was Vicar 
of Saint'Danſtans in the Weſt, and one of the Ca- 
nons . re{identiary of Saint P:#/'s Church Z ndon; 
and the other, viz. Mr. fohn Simpſon vas onely 
ReRor of Saint Olaves Hart-ſireet, London. Some 
men do a great deal of good with a little (the 
Church dath little for them, and yet they do much 
for it); others do but a little good with a great deal: 
Many, whoſe Titles and Eccleliaſticat Revenues, 
have ſwelled ten times higher than either of 
theirs did, never were half ſo muci Benefaftors to 
the Church and world as was the leatt of them; bur 
have hoorded up their money, as if they meant, 
when they left the world, to take it with then. 


a 


And! 
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And, as their Charity was liberal, ( which-may 
call jnten(ive;) ſo was it no lefſe extenlive. Charity 
like ſeed ſhould nor all-be ſown in one furrow; but 
{cattered; ſome here ſome there , as the Scripture, 
ſpeaking of a good man, ſaith, He hath: diſp:xſed, 
he hath givento the poor, and his righteouſneſs reman - 
eth - I fays their Charity was extenlive,, becauſe 
fit, it did reach and extend to ſoul and body both; 
yea, 1 might have faid in the Apoſtles phraſe, Soul, 
Body, and Spirit - There was proviſion made for 
TY the bodies-of ſo many poor; there were helps to 
Learning , whereby to accommodate the minds 
and fouls of ſuch - as ,were lovers of it ; and 
Jt laſtly, there was Religion, or rather helps to 
#- Religion s { by the promoting of Divinity, for 
it the ſpirits of men by which I mean the ſublimer 
faculties of men, which are more eſpecially the feat 
and ſubjeRs of Religion. There was Chazity ſhew- 
ed to buth Sexes; ſo much to one as to another 5 
whereas ſome Senſuallifts have no charity, but for 
that Sex which is not their own, # Pharaoh-like , 
who took care to fave the females, though he gave 
charse-to drown the males, as if they had been fo 
many Mice:) And, certain Humoritts on the other 
hand pretend to ſet their whole love upoh their 
3/4% own Sex,-profelſing themſelves to be Miſogynitts; 
ht or haters of Women3 which, whether in pretence 
or in reality , is another {inful extreme. Again 
That Colledse was kind and Charitable, -both to 
the Learned and Unlearned 3 as Panl ſaith, that he 
was a Diftor bath to the Greeks and to the Barbarians ; 
both to the wife and to the fooliſh : Whereas ſome , 
meer Schollars themfelves, have no love for any 
but Learned men.: and, others again have akind of 
Antipathy to Schollars, as fach; Lally , Tae ex- 
reni.vInels 


renſivenefs. of tke Charity that gave that-Cdlledge 
appearech, in that it was a benefic both*ro Rich and 
Poor;..( for, as to ſome things, thoſe that are Rich 
may need help, as truly as thoſe that are poor - ) 
Thitker might Perſons of Quality, whoſe Libraries 
and uſual Dwellings were in the-Countrygrepatr, 
and be furniſhed with thoſe Books they could not 
meet with elſewhere. $f | | 
An extenlive Charity ought much to be imi- 
tared, becauſe the Scripture ſaith, Do gord 'to all 
»en+: And, one great fault of this Age,is, That the 
Charity of men, ( like their reſpects; ): is conft- 
ne4 in ſome, only to Pas] ; in others, to Cephas; in 
others, to Azo/los, (as I may allude : ) but, the 
World 'will never be risht, till men have learnt to 


love all good People as ſach. 


On Mr. Simpſons part, who founded the Library, 
ic was, as ſome call it, a Living-Charity ; for, he 
built ic in-his life-time, at his own proper-coft and 
charges : whereas ſome others have , in effe&, 
{aid , That their Mony ſhould go to good uſes, 
when tney had' nothing elſe to do. with'it : then;) 
and not till then ; ) yea, poſſibly repented-of that 
t00, ere they died, I have moreover called it an 
humble-Charity., (a Charity that did nit vaunt it 
/e f5 ) becauſe the aforeſaid Founder of the Libra- 
ry did not ſcorn to build upon another mans Foun- 
dation, or to ſpend himſelf in adding to another 
mans Work; (who it was to be expected) would 
bear the name of the Principal:Founder. 'Hap- 
py is he chat can ſeek the $ood of others, an n5r 
ſeek his own honour at' the ſame time; that , {9 
o:zers be benefited, doth not much care tho!y.'1 
himſelf be ove--lookt. | 

. Laitty, 1 faid, Itwas a handſome, ant a reſ920t- 
ful piece of Charity, and ſoit was - For, How no- 
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ble a Treatmentdid the Founder provide quarterly 
for thoſe Miniſters ſucceſſively , for whoſe fake 
chiefly ,* ot: for whoſe uſe, he! built that Noble 
Colledse. Poraſmuch as he: was pleafed-'to give 
forty Pounds yearly for four Dinners for the Clevgy, 
who were to.Dihe together in that Colledge, after 
they had broke their Faſt with a good Latiz Sermon. 

A ſcornfull Charity is ( as-our Proverb phraſeth 
it) but abitand' a knock ; ſuch, as all ingenuous 
' perſons, that can ſpare it, had as lief go without ; 
but Charity, confer'd with reſpeR, is like a-Dia- 
mond wel[-fet, or a Pi&ure placed in ſuch a light, 
as ſheweth it to the beſt advantage : It 15 good 
milk, well ſweetned z whereas others, like our Pro- 
verb of the red-Cow, Give good milk, and kick down 
part of it again. All .theſe things put together, 
methifks the Founders of: that Colledg and Libra- 
ry, were noble Patterns of Charity ; and therefore 
Pitty it is, that their Colledge and their Names 
ſhould lie in aſhes together : that the latter ſhould 
not remain as famous as ever, though the former be 
 taken'away. : The reſpe& which Schollars owe to 
the memory of '$ioz-Co/ledge,, for the kindrieſs 
intended to-them in it, as alſo tor the good which 
many have received from it, ( where ſome I pre- 
ſume , got more':Learnins out of thoſe publick 
Books, than others did out of thofe that were pro- 
perly and- peculiarly their own; Some throve 
npon the Common, better than others did upon 
their own rich,Incloſares ; ſome got more Learn- 
ins for nothing, than others did ont of coſtly Li- 
braries of their own purchaling : would not per- 
mit me to ſay leſs of it than T have ſaid ; neither will 
I fay much more concernins-it. £266 

Only on2 thins I muit notfail to Obſerve, 7:5. 


Thar the Providence of God was pleaſed to wc 


OYESL 


over.the' vreateſt'þart 6f rhhe-Eibrary *beſonginy: t9 
thc Colfedse-,"and to fave ffrom the: Fire, At 
firſt; there was a Colkedgewitftiout 4 Libraty, and 
afterwatds « Library-Hyufe for fotne-rime'wichont 
Books 5/Now;(thinks be r9/God;) there are;Books 
Sood ſtore, but neither  Colled#e'nor:Libfary to 
place them ih'% But, Shalf it be alwayes: f6.2- Are 
chete no more'VFhiterand Shmmpſons ta build ano- 
cher $i9-Colledse; with'a Library to'ir, ur the 
room of. that whith i$bitrat down'> 'Methinks the 
very name of 'S;0 ſhduld*invite ſdme good man, 
one, or more;tb ſuch'a Work ts that, havihs where- 
withal- to'accomplith it 3 or; if it were bat it patty 
to contribute'towards it: Doth the preſent Age 
dford' no nan equal in Eftite' and Charity ro- the 
ewo formet Founders of thit Colledse?" wheteof 
one' was but a Parſon, the other bat a Vieae, One 
would think there were a great many Perſons that 
have double and treble, yea ten-fold that-prefer- 
ment and Revenue, that eve®they had't *Batzif-no | 
body will do,it, ( as far be it from me, to think , 
the World is 5rown ſo bad; as bad as it is,)-1 ſhall 
be prone tothink, that the generation thatirow is 
hath abandoned all' care 6f Learnins, Relig!on', 
and Charity , or of any thing 'elſe but. what” me 


- 


ſhould not care for. + 
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MEDITATION TFVl. 
Hon Cittizens dwelling in Buothes , or Booth=like 
Houſes fince the Fire, as in Moor-Fields, &c. 

\/ Hat Wooden-Houſes are thoſe that many 
Y Cittizens of good faſhion are now forced, 
yea Slad, to dwell in? May we call them Houſes ? 
or are they any thins but Sheds,. and Hovels, or 
Boorkes, at moſt ? Such as had wont to be ſer vp 
Q 2 ASE, 
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azainſt- Bartholomem-Fiir y and took down, again, 
when.che Falr was'ended:» But now it.is,.as if fome 
ſuch Fairas that,were continued: all the year long. 
How are the Cittizensin Moure-Fie/ds Iikeran Army 
incatmpedzand lodging only within tent9How doth 
it bripg to mindthat feaſt of Tabernacles-Booths,or 
Bowers,which thelſraelits were commanded to ke 
Lev. 23. 34. and thatin the ſeventh month; it be- 
ing alſo thefeventh month: (, according to our ac- 
compt., beginn;ng.Jthe year in AL rc. ) which 
brought Londoners to this:.: The reaſon of obſery- 
ing the, Feaſt of Tabernacles is fet down,. Lev. 23, 
43+ V'z. That your generations may know-that I made 
the Children of Iſrael, ta dell in booths, when 4 lrought 
them out of the Land of Egypt. Iſuppoſe, it'was in 
thankful acknowledaement, that,now they dwelt in 
houſes, they were much better accommodated than 
either themſelves or theix Anceſtors were, when 
they dweltin Booths,, - © © 
Far beit from us t@.defpair that Londoners in 

Gods good time may keep a Feaſt of: Tabernacles 


in thankful-remembrance that God, who ſometimes | 


( as ar this day) made them to dwell in Booths hath 
brought them to Houſes. again ; mean time, I wiſh 
tiey may be well contented with that ſmall conve- 
nience they enjoy and may conliider with them- 
ſelves, how much better it is to dwell in Tents ( as 
it were)asnow they dozthFtolie in the open hields 
with only the Canopy of Heaven over their Heads 
{ ſub Dio, [#b Fove frigido) as in the time of the fire 
many ofthem were conſtrained to do. Jacobs lodging 
was not ſo warra and fo eaſy as is yours within thoſe 
rents, when Le tcox frones for his pillows and 
ſlept upen them n the open air, and yet no night 
ever pleaſed him letter, (as tothe Dreams and 
Viiions of it); nor yet ſo much as that. Front _—_ 
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hefaid of the place where he lay, That 'tis the gate 


of Heaven, Gen. 28, 17s Of the Stones that. were 
his Pillows; he made a Pillar of Thankfulnefs, and 
poured. Oil vpon the top of it (I ſuppoſe by way of 
FThank-offerins), and 'yvowed a Vow, that if he 
came again in peace, that Pillar ſhould be God's 
Houſe, ver. 22. meaning, thathe would build a 
Houſe for God in that-place. . How much. better 
and more comfortable are ſuch Booths, than thoſe 
mountains, Dens, and Caves of the Earth, where 
the primitive Chriſtians were forced to hide them- 
ſelves ? Yea, was not Chriſt himſelf worſe accom- 
modated , when he lay but in a Manger? "nay, 
doth not another Text ſay, that The ſon of 9211 
(ſomerime) hd not where to lay his head ? - It was a 


| long gimezi-that God himſelf {welt amonsſt'the 


Iſraelites but: in a Tent or Tabernacle, the Ark I 
mean, which was the vilible Symbol of Gods. pre- 
ſence among(t-the Jews, (and is ſomewhere called 
bythe name of God) : For, till So/omz1n's time, 
taere was :no -Houſe or Temple fo- God to:dwell 
in.., Shall.men think much to dwell a_few-m<n hs 
or-years;in ſich a way: as God himſelt-dwelc a- 
Mmonz2ſt -men-for many ages together ? 1s the ſer- 
vant greater than his Lord ont] ws: 

\.., Bleſs: God that you have weathered ot a ſharp 


Winter, in which yougeold lodging in thoſe thin had 


paper-houſes, (not much' better Fences avainſt | 
wind and weather; than' ofes his Ark of Bull- 
raſhes was azain{t the water),anJi now a warmSum- 
mer is before you, in which thoſe ſlender Taberna- 
cles may.prove,. not only tolerable, but pleaſant; 
and ſerve, as it were, for Countrey-honſes, 
If men. had had materials , as at other times, 
wheiewith to have built trons and, durable hab!- 
tationz, where their booths now Rand, they wo xt: 
C3 ſcarce 
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ſcarce. have: dove. it; btcapſe they. wait for a re- 
Move, and-expett-theQood time when they "tmay 
have, oppbrtyinityy to dll 18 gr neax-the places 
where:they dwelt before, © 15: there- nothing to be 
tearntfrom thence?! Why ſhould/not alfithe pro- 
vidowwe thake for this World, .be.anlyſuch, and 
ſo flender;:as may ariug ns mindful, that 774 lute 
here ws abiding Cityj Lu: Took; for one '$9: come, 'a City 
that hath Poyndatiahs; wheſs maker and builder-is Gad? 
a, TIE TIS IT V0 00 BODITT HY 4 WHT HT rIALAy 
LE DITATION IVIl.,, .- 

pon certain, ſlight Timber-honuſes that did. tfeape the 
_ Fire, though better Hoſes , wee butrnedcon each feds 
> EAE..- 5 Ce dt OE AS 
Tr is plain, this Fire' had a Commilſon fvotti'a- 
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bove,' what to takes” and what to leave, elfe it 


bad never--come to. paſs,' that thoſe hotfes ſhovT! 
eſcape that were in «not danger, -vis/8105ht,, Ofd 
Tittber-houſes , thad-were like {6 tek titer; 
(and ſome ſuch dideſcape} whillt fo many godly 
Buildings and ſtately Pabricks,' of BrieKiand Stone, 
(that ſeemed able to have made their 'ownDefeiice) 
were conſumed bythe Fire.” If makesfh@think bf 
Gods words to the Prophet Fertmy;t't 8.* Behold, I 
hve made thee a defenced Ciry, and an not pill:r+ rnd 
Llrazen walls againſt the whol®. Lond,” Thy ſhalt Patt 
againſt-thee, bu# they JÞall not freveil againſÞ thees for 
1 amwith thee, ver, 19," Alas! What Was 6ne poot 
Prophet againit ſo many Kings of Fuddh, Princes; 
Prieits, and People* (/as is there exprefſed) ? yet 
God faid, He would make” him as: 4/b+*6z2tr Wall 
againſt them all : they ſhonld not be Able to prevatl 
asainſt him. So Rood theſe poor Oldchofifes, at a 
very ſmall diſtance from that Fire, which deſtroyed 
ethers at their rishrhand and at their left : they 
WE ſtood 
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ſtood, I fay, ſo ſecurely, under the wing of Divine. 
Providence,asif they had been'ſo many Iron Pillars 
or Wallsof Brafs.  .*?, EDN O33 os 

It calls to mind that paſſage, where the Prophet 
ſpeakins of God, faith, '7hat he giveth power to the 
fas. and to them that have no might, f afhofonh &h 
ſtrength, iſ, 40. 29. To be fure,, thoſe houtes had 
no might or ſtrength-of their own againit ſuch a 
Fire; had-it ſeized them, it would have made but a 
blaze- of them, it would have ſwallowed them up 
quick, unleſs the great God had interpoſed, as he 
did*on- behalf of the three Children 4n the fiery 
Furnace. The preſervation of thoſe horſes, I rex 
fle& upon, not as if itwere a Miracle, but asa very 
creat wonder and demonſtration of. Divine Provi- 
dence. Mira &F Miracala, that is, Wonders and 
Miracles, -are uſually dittinsuiſhed;.. Miracles put 
Nature - out of its courſe , as when'the Sun was 
made to ſtand ſtill, the Red-ſea dried'vp,  &c..but 
T cannot ſay, that in this caſe any ſach thing! was 
done. Poſſibly, the wind lay ftillz: ar blew ano- 
ther way, at what time the Fire'came near thoſe 
houſes: | but, Who was it that called-the wind into 
his treaſurie acaing at that very time, or elfe ap- 
pointed it to blow from another Coat? Was 'itnot 
that Great God, who 1s ſaid, to, ride upon the 
wings of the wind;” and to make'the' 'Clouds his 
Chariots? :' and for that end { as may be meet for 
us to-cohceive )/ that he might convince the world, ' 
that all Safety and Danger is as he pleaſeth tomake 
it, that he can expoſe thoſe things. which feem to 
be moſt ſecure, : and ſecure thoſe things which are 
moſt expoſed : Of this we have 'many-Inſtances, 
In the time of the laſt great Plague, how many per- 
ſons were there infected with it,yea, and died of it, 
who, 'to all appearance, were out of harms way ? 
| O 4 whereas 
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whereas others asain, who. lived as it were inthe 
mouth of danger,and jaws of death(az namelyin in- 
feed families,yea,ſome in Pelt-houſes) were pre- 
ſerved, and are alive to this very day. 

When the Arrows of God flew about,ſome ſtood 
(not knowing how to help it)as it were at the: very 
mark, and yet it was the pleaſure of him chat had 
the bow in his hand not to ſhoot them; others ſtood 
either wide of the Batt, or far beyond it, and-yet a 
Dart ſtruck thorow their Liver: an invenomed Ar- 
row took hold of them, and drunk up their Spirits. 
So it falsout inSpiritual things. How great was L's 
danger in Sodow?(the veryair of which place ſeem- 
ed to be infeRious, as to. matter of filthineſs) yet 
there he continued chaſte,how ſafe would one have 
thought him upon the Mountains ( as for any ſach 
matter)3 yet God leaving him there, he became in- 
ceſtuous with lis own Daughters. The Almighty 
ſeemeth to take pleaſure, yea,and to glory in doing 
unlikely things, The Prophet, {/7. 64:3. aſcriberh 
to Gud terrible things, (ſuch as men locked not for, Ha- 
vins the iſſues of life and death in his hands, he fo 
ordereth it many times for his own glory, that per- 
ſons notorioufly weak and crazy ſhould hold out a 
Tong ſiege of diſtempers,yea,and overcome them at 
Jaſt(after ſeveral years of drooping)whereas others 
of Sampſon-like trength(in compariſon of them)fall 
ſick, and die within a few days; So,weak Chriftians 
(both as to rock and gifts) are many times kept un- 
ſpotted of the preſent world, and enabled toquench 
all the fiery darts of Sathan, whilt ſome that excell 
them, both in gifts and graces, are ſometime left of 
God (in order to their greater humbling). to.take 
ſhamefull falls, and for a time to be overcome of 
the evil one: witneſs David and others. .So the ſoft 
Scabbard(machmore in danzer as one wonld think) 
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oft-times receiveth-no hurt by lightnins, watlſt the 
ſame lightning,paſhmg thorough it, doth mele the 
Steel within, - Pu. obſerved by himſelf; that when 
he was weak, then he was ftrong, meaning ſtronser 
or more ſtren;thne] by God, than. atather times: 
waich words imply, that when he was ſtronzeft to 


his own thinkin, then* was he really weaker than 


at otaer times, becauſe then he had lefs of rhe pre- 


ſence of God with him. All theſe Inſtances are ſ1ch 


like things in effeR, as was the preſervation of olt 

timber-honſes, whilft- newer Buildings of Brick or 

Stone thatftood near to them , were prefen:ly ae- 
) Preienly 


 moliſhed; | 


It refreſh?th me ſo much the more, to think, that 
all this came to-paſs, without anything of a Mira- 
cle; becauſe the wo-kins of Mir:c/cs we onght not 
to exp2Ct-in theſe daves; nor can we, without p e- 
ſumption; and temptitiz of God, pray tom, to ſi- 
perſede, over-rule, or invert the courſe of Nature 
for or ſakes 4 but, -to ſeek a wonder of God when 
need requires; is no prefamption or {in at all: ad 
the inſtance before us doth make ev dent, tat 
Wonders may ſometime ftead us as mich az M:- 
racles, even as the Ho:ſes I am ſpeakins of, ( as 
near to cancer as they were, ) were as efte- 


Qually. ſecared by God's either ftilſins or G&i- 
veriins the Wind, / inthe very nick of time, ) as - 


they could have been by the workins of tie 
oreatet' Miracle, We think, God muſt over-turi 
the courſe of Nature, if he woald do this, an4 that, 
for us (as he ſpake of Gods thing windwns in he. wn): 
Whereas 'himfelf,who is only wife, knows how to 
accofmpliſh what we deiire without uſing ſaci vio- 
lent;extraordinary means. Be confhdert, the Lord 
knows tow,togethe: with every danger and terzzp; c- 
tion, to mcke a Way for eſcape, and relie vpon what 
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is ſpoken, Pſal. 91.1. He:that dwelleth in the ſecret 
place of the mſi high, ſhall-abide under the ſhadow of the 
Almighty $1and Jet the Children of men put their truſt 
under the ſhadow of his wings. IM | 
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MEDITATION INI. 
7'pon the Warning which other Places may, and ought to 
take by the Burning of London. 


Oxdens downfall may Alarm all the World. 
As many bad People as were in it,let him, that 
can,point out that City in which there are more (fo 
faras men can. juds ) that are truly good, If ten 
rishteous, pexſons, yea, if fifty, yea, it-ten times 
fifty, ( to ſpeak within compals, ) could have ſaved 
it, London had not been deſtroyed :: There were 
more than a few Names within that Serdis, of ſuch 
as had not defiled their gaxments like others ; Yet, 
it ſhould ſeem, not enow, toweigh againlt the (ins 
of the reſt, Comparing London with other-places, 
we may call-it a Green-Tree,; and, {f this were done 
to the green Tree , What '{hall-be done to the dry? If 
udoement begin at the Houſe of God, where ſhall the 
wicked and ungodly appear ? | 
« T doubt not bit there were {ins enow in Lon- 
dz to deſerve the Judgment that did befall it, yea, 
and a greater than that ;' but, by the ſame reaſon, 
there is guilt enough in all other places to expoſe 
them to as, great a deſolation. Job had fins enow 
of his own to acquit God,.in ſtripping. him of all 
his earthly Comforts,and ſetting him upon a Dung- 
hill to ſcrape his ſores with pot ſheards , yet. Fob had 
nor, at that time, his fellow 7: all the Eaſt-Conntrey, 
fur a man fearing God , and, eſchewing ; evil : {o that 


God might as juitly have done the ſame thing to any 
Man 
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man [6f-that age; 8s'td-him. Sins, comparatively 
fall ;'have-ſometimes. been branded with great 
Punjſhntents3 \witne(s, Davids nawbering the People , 
and. .tbe-Bethſhernites::Joaking into the: rk ; poſhbly 
te chow, that - little. {ins_. are .cammenſurate. with 
eat :Judgements,-10point of evill, as a grain of 
ſonie Pbiſons may beas:hurtful as a dram of others ; 
ſoilsfer-finners do; ſometimes falk under, heavy 
Jadseiments, to ſhow,:that even they:deſerve ſuch 
Sgorpions as thoſe z and others;,: $reater puniſh- 
ments; but that the patience of. God: extends to 
the reprieving ef. 'them for the preſent; dsSolomon 
faid' to Atiathar , Thew art worthy«to Aye 5 but I will 
nt: pat thee to decth at this time, 1King., 2. 26. 
-Stofras charge»thoſe {ins upon Zondop, which-it 
wa3:never 'pnilty:of;' might have had more colour 
forfo doing, if the Judgement/had'n6tfallen upon 
at! forts of men, aswell choſe whom they think tree 
from.any ſack guilr; as orbers,-whoi were realty 
free;though they-go not think them fo. 44, 
>1X6ifpeak!of Zim; as worſe than indeed it was 
( that is, as worſe than other places ;:) is no other, 
than to beſpeak ſecurity in other places, and to pre- 
vent that warnins which they ought to take, and 
which is indeed given them by the deſtruction of 
Londoa., Who hath not reaſon to think, that other 
' places ſhall likewiſe perilh, if they repent not ? 
All my doubt concernins London , is, whether it 
were better than moſt other places proportionably 
to the mercies and means of srace, which it en- 
Jjoyed above them;hr whether, thoſe things conſi- 
dered,its ſins did not preponderat>; but whether ate - 
ſolutely conlidered, it did not more abound with 
people, of good and unblamable lives, then moſt 
other places do, I do not much queſtion, nor can I 


tell who doth. 
| Could 


rm. gn WF POR Br nor” Sp: foes. > mw VEST We Sr al EW PREY, HCI we yo: on ” #4, EO IID nes oy 


230 AMedtatrons upoy all-the. Remarkable 
Could I be heard beyond'the Seas, Iwould ſay, 
Let Rome, Vitnnaj Vemee, Madrid, and Paris, 'take 
warnings by the-deſtruRion- of £3n40n, and irepent 
betimes; as in duſt and aſhes, and (to keep within 
our own bounds), Let Dablir, and Edenborough, do 
ſo likewiſe: or' (to come nearer home ), Let York, 
Briſtol, Norwich 5 and all other Cities of England 
(now in being ), meet the Lord in the way of his 
judgements, and ſeek to turn away his wrath, left 
they drink of the ſame Cup of trembling , .where- 
of Zdon hath drunk fo deeps'' left God do unto 
them,as he hath done unto it (as he threatned of old 
ts do to Jeruſalem as unto Shiloh Jer. 7. 14.)leſt ke 
rain fire and an horrible tempeſt upon them,as he-hath 
done upon that famous City ; yea, leſt when. Zn- 
don ( havins himbled its felf 'under the mighty 
hand of God) fhall 'be reſtored. and lifted up again 
(which we prayzand hope for)their doom ſhonld be 
toſucceed it in the ſame Calamity, under which it 
groaneth at this day: Which thing we ſhould all wiſh 
may be prevented as to each of them, by a Sin&re 
and ſeaſonable Repentance, $5366 0 
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